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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

The Taylor Site (44CS92) lies within the construction corridor of the Route 664
Bowers Hill/Belleville Connector project in the City of Chesapeake, Virginia (Figure 1).
In 1987, the James Madison University Archeological Research Center (JMUARC)
identified the site during a Phase I survey of the corridor (Sherwood 1987). The Phase II
was conducted by JMUARC .in winter 1987 and spring 1988 (Smith 1989). The
implementation of three stages of Phase II investigations yielded evidence of at least one
post-in-the-ground building and two substantial subsurface features dating from the 18th
century.

Phase III investigations were carried out by the William and Mary Center for
Archaeological Research (WMCAR) in June 1990. The architectural features investigated
at the Taylor site are representative of various construction modes and different periods of
site use. The earliest historical component appears to date to the first half of the 18th
century. This period of occupation is evidenced by the remains of a 7-by-8.5-foot, single-
bay building (four large posts in Post Configuration A). A second period of occupation
appears to date to the last quarter of the 18th century. This component consists of post
additions to the single-bay structure (Post Configuration A), portions of at least two fences
(Post Configurations B and C), a shed or outbuilding (Post Configuration D), three pit
features (Features E, F, and J), an anomalous soil feature (Feature G), and a brick
pavement feature (Feature H). Specifically, the building, the pit features, and the brick
pavement are probable components of a work-area complex in which various activities were
taking place. Of the various activities, the most apparent is forging, as indicated by the
quantity of iron working byproducts recovered from Feature E.

These features, including the fence configurations, are believed to be associated with
land owner Nicholas Noyall, who, along with his family, occupied the area from 1759 to at
least 1835. Noyall’s inventory, presented in 1785, indicates that he possessed a substantial
quantity of household and farm-related goods and that he was a man of middling means.
The inventory lists such items as shoemaker’s tools and shoe leather, farming gear, and
animals, all of which would require maintenance and special attention and facilities. Thus,
the probability that the site served as a multi-functional work area is substantiated by
archaeology and historical documentation.

The Taylor Site is sitnated in a geographic location optimal for both urban access
and rural marketing. A craftsman such as Noyall would benefit from easy access to
economic centers where specialized goods could be purchased. The placement of the site
near Drum Point Creek would have facilitated travel to Portsmouth, the closest economic
center. The position along the forerunner of Pughsville Road (Route 659) would have
provided visibility and accessibility to patrons.
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