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WILLIAM & MARY 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE PROGRAM IN  
DATA SCIENCE 

 

WHEREAS, the William & Mary Faculty of Arts & Sciences proposes to offer an 

undergraduate program that will confer a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Degree in Data 

Science starting in January 2020; and 

  

WHEREAS, this undergraduate program has been developed by faculty 

members in American Studies and English, Applied Science, Biology, Computer 

Science, Economics, Government, Linguistics, Mathematics, and Psychological 

Sciences, and is supported by the Arts & Sciences senior administration; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposal has received approval from the Arts & Sciences 

Educational Policy Committee in December 2018 and the Faculty of Arts & Sciences in 

February 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, the demand for employees with skills in interdisciplinary approaches 

to extract and gain knowledge from numerous and distinct sets of data and to 

communicate technical findings is growing, and this program will prepare students for 

careers in data analytics in most business and industry sectors as well as in more 

traditional academic science careers and offer students credentials that are highly 

desirable to employers; and 

 

WHEREAS, Data Science differs from applied mathematics, statistics, or 

computer and information science in that a data scientist has a breadth of experience 

across all of these fields but may not have as much knowledge as a specialist in any 

particular field; and  

 

WHEREAS, this program will utilize the core competencies of existing faculty 

members in the areas of Applied Science, the Center for Geospatial Analysis, Biology, 

Computer Science, Economics, Government, Mathematics, Psychological Sciences 

who have the expertise to teach and shepherd this program successfully; 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon recommendation of the President 

and the Provost, the Board of Visitors approves the creation of a Bachelor of Science in 

Data Science program, which will be taught and administered by the Faculty of Arts & 

Sciences. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the university will create this new program in 

compliance with all requirements of the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 

(SCHEV) and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 

Colleges (SACSCOC).  
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 A RESOLUTION IN HONOR 
OF 

JIMMYE M. LAYCOCK ‘70 
 

A native Virginian, Jimmye Laycock enrolled at William & Mary after graduating from 

Loudoun Valley High School, where he won 12 letters playing football, basketball, 

baseball and golf. 

 

As a member of the Tribe, Jimmye Laycock played under the watchful eye of two 

legendary football coaches.  As a sophomore, he started in the defensive secondary for 

Marv Levy, who went on to a stellar career as head coach of the Buffalo Bills and was 

inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Under Hall of Fame coach Lou Holtz, 

Jimmye Laycock excelled as a quarterback. 

 

After completing his bachelor’s degree at William & Mary in 1970 and earning a 

master’s degree from Clemson University in 1972, Jimmye Laycock’s first full-time 

coaching position came at The Citadel as the offensive backfield coach under Bobby 

Ross, a former assistant coach at William & Mary under Lou Holtz, who went on to 

coach Georgia Tech to a national championship and coach the NFL’s San Diego 

Chargers and Detroit Lions. In 1975, Memphis State tapped Coach Laycock as its 

quarterbacks coach.  In 1977, he was named Clemson’s offensive coordinator. During 

Coach Laycock’s three years with the Tigers, Clemson played in bowl games in each 

year, including a victory over Ohio State in the 1978 Gator Bowl.  

 

Coach Laycock returned to his alma mater as head coach prior to the 1980 season, 

inheriting a program that had won six or more games in a season just four times over 

the previous quarter century. Few could have predicted that William & Mary would 

produce nearly five times that number of seven-win seasons over the next 38 years. 

 

As the architect of what is easily the most extended run of success in W&M’s 125-year 

football history, Coach Laycock never compromised academic standards for athletic 

success, as his program earned recognition from the NCAA in each of the first seven 

seasons the organization awarded outstanding academic achievement. A prime 

example is the 2004 team, which established a school record for wins (11), hosted an 

NCAA semifinal game before a standing-room-only crowd at Zable Stadium in front of 

a national television audience and finished the year with a school-record No. 3 final 

national ranking. That same year, the program amassed a 100 percent graduation 

rate, the highest rate for scholarship athletes of any team ranked in the final top 25 for 

that season. 
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Coach Laycock is the university’s all-time leader with 249 victories, and amassed five 

conference titles and 24 winning seasons. His uninterrupted tenure at a Division I 

school is the third longest in NCAA history, behind only Joe Paterno of Penn State and 

Amos Alonzo Stagg of the University of Chicago. Coach Laycock’s remarkable career 

accomplishments also include 10 NCAA playoff appearances. Additionally, he guided 

William & Mary to the NCAA Football Championship Subdivision (FCS) semifinals 

twice – 2004 and 2009 – and finished a season with a national ranking 13 different 

times. In 2010, William & Mary climbed all the way to No. 1 during the regular season 

before earning the No. 2 seed in the NCAA FCS Playoffs. 

 

Individual accomplishments under Coach Laycock have been plentiful, as he has 

helped 45 players earn 125 All-America honors at William & Mary and coached 11 

Academic All-Americans. The Tribe has produced an astounding 262 all-conference 

selections since 1993.  

 

Overall, 40 former Tribe players have signed professional contracts in the NFL since 

Coach Laycock took the helm.  Since 2009, William & Mary has produced six NFL 

Draft picks – a figure that leads the CAA and ranks second nationally in the FCS. 

Additionally, the impressive total ranks third in the state of Virginia (behind only 

Virginia and Virginia Tech).  A number of Coach Laycock’s former players have gone on 

to success as NFL coaches, including the Pittsburgh Steelers’ Mike Tomlin ’95, L.H.D. 

’08 and the Buffalo Bills’ Sean McDermott ’98. 

 

Coach Laycock has received countless honors, including having his number retired at 

Loudoun Valley High School and being inducted into the school’s Athletics Hall of 

Fame.  He was also inducted into the Hampton Roads Sports Hall of Fame in the fall of 

2010.  In 2008, William & Mary named the program’s $11 million football center in 

Coach Laycock’s honor. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of Visitors acknowledges the 
outstanding success of Jimmye Laycock as William & Mary’s head football coach for 39 
years and his development of so many players and coaches; and upon his retirement, 
expresses their deepest appreciation for his tremendous contributions to William & 
Mary; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That, in recognition of his distinguished record of 
service, leadership, advocacy and commitment on behalf of the College, the Board of 
Visitors bestows upon Jimmye Laycock the title of Coach Emeritus of The College of 
William & Mary in Virginia; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That this resolution be spread upon the minutes of the 
Board and a copy of the same be delivered to Coach Laycock with best wishes for 
continuing and creative work in the years ahead. 



CLOSED MEETINGS 
 
The Board of Visitors may consider in closed session certain matters, including those listed below.  The 
Code is very specific as to how these matters will be described in public session and in closing the 
meeting the motion must be specific as to the matters to be considered in closed session.  There may be 
no discussion in closed session of matters not identified in the original motion. 

 
I move that the _____________ Committee convene in Closed Session for the 

purpose of discussing ___________________________, as provided for in 

Section 2.2-3711.A., ___ . 

 
 

Code Section Topic 
 

2.2-3711.A.1.  Personnel matters involving identifiable college employees 
(i.e., appointments, performance evaluations, leaves, etc.) or 
discussion or interviews of prospective candidates for employment. 

 
2.2-3711.A.2.  Matters concerning any identifiable student 

 
2.2-3711.A.3.  Acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition of 

publicly held real property  
 

2.2-3711.A.4.  Protection of individual privacy in personal matters not related to 
public business 

 
2.2-3711.A.6. Investment of public funds where bargaining or competition is involved 

 
2.2-3711.A.7.  Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation 
 
2.2-3711.A.8.  Consultation with legal counsel employed by a public body regarding 

specific legal matters requiring legal advice by such counsel 
 

2.2-3711.A.9.  Gifts, bequests and fund-raising activities, or grants and contracts for 
services or work to be performed by the College 

 
2.2-3711.A.11. Honorary degrees or special awards 
 
2.2-3711.A.19.  Reports or plans related to security of any College facility, building or 

structure, or safety of persons using such facility, building or structure 
 
2.2-3711.A.29. Public contracts involving the expenditure of public funds 

 
 
§2.2-3712.D. - At the conclusion of any closed meeting, the Board of Visitors shall immediately 
reconvene in open meeting and shall take a roll call or other recorded vote to be included in the minutes, 
certifying that to the best of each member=s knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted 
from open meeting requirements under this chapter and (ii) only such public business matters as were 
identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered 
in the meeting by the public body. Any member of the public body who believes that there was a 
departure from the requirements of clauses (i) and (ii), shall so state prior to the vote, indicating the 
substance of the departure that, in his judgment, has taken place.  The statement shall be recorded in 
the minutes of the public body. 



 

BOARD OF VISITORS MEETING DATES 
 

 

 

 
2019 
 
February 6-8 (Inauguration/Re-Investiture/Charter Day 2/8) 

April 24-26 (Commencement 5/11) 

September 25-27 

November 20-22 

 
 
 
 
 
 

February 2019 
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