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The Access Challenge

• By	2018,	820,000	of	the	expected	1.3	
million	job	vacancies	in	Virginia	will	
require	postsecondary	credentials

• 64%	of	all	Virginia	jobs	will	require	
postsecondary	education	by	2018

Center	on	Education	and	the	Workforce	at	Georgetown	University	



College Access

• Historically,	college	attendance	(and	
associated	benefits)	has	been	least	
accessible	to	traditionally	
underrepresented	populations,	including	
persons	from	low‐income	families,	first	
generation	students,	persons	with	limited	
English	proficiency	and	persons	from	a	
variety	of	racial	and	ethnic	groups.	

Alleman,	N.F.	,	Stimpson,	R.L.,	Holly,	L.N.	(2009).	A	statewide	examination	of	college	access	
services	and	resources	in	Virginia,	Richmond,	VA:	State	Council	of	Higher	Education	for	
Virginia.



SCHEV and State Priorities

• Governor’s	goal	of	100,000	new	degrees	
conferred	within	15	years
– Adults	with	“some	college”
– Untapped	underrepresented	populations
– Higher	Education	Opportunity	Act	of	2011

• SCHEV’s	2007‐2013	strategic	plan
– Advancing	Virginia:	Access,	Alignment	and	
Investment
Section	I:	ACCESS	
• Enhancing	Access	

– 1.	Enhance	Access	Through	P‐16	Curricular	Alignment	
– 2.	Enhance	Access	Through	Improved	Coordination	of	Information	

• Enhancing	Affordability	
– 3.	Enhance	Affordability	Through	Financial	Aid	Advocacy	
– 4.	Enhance	Affordability	Through	Education	and	Investment	Incentives	



Purpose

• To	foster	partnerships	among	federal,	
state	and	local	government	entities	and	
philanthropic	organizations	to	
significantly	increase	the	number	of	
underrepresented	students	who	enter	and	
remain	in	post‐secondary	education.	



College Access

• An	access	provider	is	any	organization	
through	which	an	individual	gains	the	
knowledge,	skills	or	support	necessary	for	
college	aspiration,	qualification,	
application	and	enrollment.	

Alleman,	N.F.	,	Stimpson,	R.L.,	Holly,	L.N.	(2009).	A	statewide	examination	of	college	access	services	and	
resources	in	Virginia,	Richmond,	VA:	State	Council	of	Higher	Education	for	Virginia.



Virginia’s CACG Program

Goal	Statement:	
The	goal	of	Virginia's	College	Access	
Challenge	Grant	Program	is	to	promote	
collaboration	and	support	innovative	and	
proven	practices	that	are	sustainable	and	
increase	access	to	higher	education	for	
underrepresented	populations	statewide.	



CACGP Objectives
Objectives:
1. Collaboration ‐ To	foster	partnerships	among	public,	private	and	community‐

based	organizations	that	strengthen	services,	leverage	resources	and	research	
and	develop	innovative	practices	that	promote	college	access.	

2. College‐going	Culture	– To	support	schools	and	communities	in		developing	
an	environment	that	recognizes	the	value	of	higher	education	by	building	
awareness	of	postsecondary	resources	and	options	and	nurturing	college	and	
career	aspirations	for	all	Virginians.	

3. Professional	Development	‐ To	increase	the	knowledge	and	capacity	of	
professionals	working	to	help	underrepresented	populations	realize	their	
college	and	career	goals.

4. College	and	Career	Advising	‐ To	assist	underrepresented	populations	in	
making	informed	decisions	about	the	future	and	pursuing	their	college	and	
career	goals.	

5. Financial	Aid	‐ To	increase	FAFSA	completion	rates	and	knowledge	of	
financial	aid	opportunities.	



2012‐13 Partner Organizations 
• ACCESS	College	Foundation
• Educational	Credit	Management	Corporation	(ECMC)
• Fultz	Marketing
• GEAR	UP	*state
• George	Mason	University
• GReat Aspirations	Scholarship	Program	(GRASP)
• James	Madison	University
• Jefferson	College	of	Health	Sciences
• Northern	Virginia	Community	College
• Piedmont	Virginia	Community	College
• Project	Discovery
• Virginia	Association	of	Student	Financial	Aid	Administrators	(VASFAA)
• Virginia	College	Access	Network	(VCAN)	
• Virginia	Foundation	for	Community	College	Education
• Virginia	Tidewater	Consortium	(VTC)
• Virginia	Wesleyan	College



Virginia’s Three Days to College 

Series	of	3	collaborative	
events

Designed	to	providing	
resources	to	help	guide	
Virginia	students	and	families	
through	the	process	of	
selecting,	applying	and	paying	
for	higher	education.	



College Nights in Virginia
November 1-15, 2013

Virginia makes Going to 
College as Easy as 1, 2, 3



• College planning events for high 
school juniors and seniors and their 
families in VA

• Sites can choose their date within the 
Nov 1- 15, 2013 range
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• Visit www.collegenights.org for 
locations and information

• Contact Paula Craw if you are 
interested in hosting next year

pcraw@ecmc.org
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Virginia College Application Week
November 18-22, 2013

Virginia makes Going to 
College as Easy as 1, 2, 3





Erin	McGrath,	Access	Programs	Manager,	SCHEV

November

18th - 22nd

College Application Week is part of a national initiative designed to increase the number of 
first-generation and low-income students pursuing a college degree or other higher 
education credential. With the support of hands-on college application assistance and 
resources, including application fee waivers and informational materials, participating 
students are encouraged to submit at least one college application during the Week. 
For more information, contact iamtheoneva@gmail.com.

Remember that enrollment at a college begins with just one step:  the completion of an 
application.



2013 VCAW High School Sites
High School School Division

1 Achievable Dream M/H Newport News 
2 Armstrong High School Richmond City 
3 Brunswick High School Brunswick County 
4 Central High School Lunenburg County 
5 Denbigh High School Newport News 
6 Eastern Montgomery HS Montgomery County
7 Franklin High School Franklin City Schools 
8 Freedom High School Prince William 
9 Galax High School Galax City 
10 Galileo Magnet HS Danville City 
11 Gar‐Field HS Prince William
12 George Washington High School Danville City 
13 George Wythe Richmond
14 Greensville County High School Greensville 
15 Hampton High School Hampton City 
16 Harrisonburg High School Harrisonburg City 
17 Heritage High School (Lynchburg) Lynchburg City 
18 Heritage High School (Newport News) Newport News 
19 Hopewell High School Hopewell City 
20 Highland Springs High School Henrico 
21 Huguenot High School Richmond
22 I.C. Norcom High School Portsmouth 
23 John Marshall Richmond City 
24 Martinsville High School Martinsville City 
25 Nottoway High School Nottoway 
26 Petersburg High School Petersburg City 
27 Phoebus High School Hampton City 
28 Prince Edward County High School Prince Edward 
29 Sussex Central High School Sussex 
30 Twin Valley High School Buchanan
31 Washington and Lee High School Westmoreland 
32 Woodrow Wilson HS Portsmouth  



Virginia College Application Week

• 97% of	students	think	their	high	school	should	continue	to	host

• 28% of	students	hadn’t	planned	to	submit	a	college	application	before	

VCAW

• 27% of	students	said	VCAW	made	a	difference	in	their	plans	for	life	after	

high	school

• 45% of	students	didn’t	know	about	college	application	fee	waivers	prior	to	

VCAW

• 46% of	students	used	a	college	application	fee	waiver	during	VCAW

• 71% of	institutions	surveyed	said	their	institution	benefitted	from	VCAW	

and	that	it	helped	satisfy	institutional	objectives	and	goals	related	to	access	

and	outreach



Virginia Super FAFSA Week
February 1-8, 2014

Virginia makes Going to 
College as Easy as 1, 2, 3



February 1 – 8, 2014
Sponsored by VASFAA and funded 

in part by the College Access 
Challenge Grant Program

Super FAFSA Week



What is Super FAFSA Week?
 Free	assistance	completing	the	FAFSA

 Financial	aid	presentations

 Chance	to	win	a	$100	book	scholarship

 Sites	around	Virginia	including	high	schools,	colleges	
and	community	and	civic	centers



Virginia FAFSA Completion Challenge



Virginia FAFSA Completion Challenge

•Virginia’s campaign to increase FAFSA completion will 
occur between September 2013 and May 2014

•4% equals approximately 15,000 more FAFSAs than last 
year

•Submitted FAFSAs will be tracked by the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Office on Federal Student Aid

•Progress	will	be	posted	on	the	VASFAA.com	website

•To	help	Virginia	meet	the	challenge,	email	
iamtheoneva@gmail.com	

Please	enter	“FAFSA	Challenge”	in	the	subject	line



I‐am‐the‐one.com Campaign



Virginia Wizard



Virginia Career View



Next Steps 

• Increase	collaboration:
– higher	education,	preK–12,	business,	community

• Support	sustainability	of	access	provider	
programs

• Develop	statewide	college‐going	culture
– Value	of		higher	education
– Available	to	all

• Provide	timely	and	accurate	information
• Provide	opportunities	for	college	tours
• Continued	professional	development



Questions?

What	does	this	mean	to	the	
College	of	William	&	Mary



Paula	Fisher
paulafisher@schev.edu /	804‐225‐2612

Thank	You!


