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EcoVillage Research & Teaching 

User Group 
• Sarah Stafford; Economics & Public Policy 
• Dennis Taylor; VIMS, ENSP, COS 
• Lynda Butler; Law, COS 
• Michael Luchs; Business 
• Rex Holmlin; Business, Facilities Management 
• Sharon Zuber; English 
• Cheryl Dickter; Psychology 
• Brent Kaup; Sociology 
• Sarah Hanke; COS 
• Kelly Joyce; Sociology, Arts & Sciences 
• Scott Gibson; Business 
• Randy Chambers; Biology, ENSP, COS 
• Annie Davis; Development 
• Dylan Reilly ’12; Geology  
• Corbett Drummey ’12; Marketing 
• Zander Pellegrino ’15; Biology 
• Gabbie Names ’12; Biology & COS 
• Will Douthitt ’12; East Asian Studies & ENSP 
• Katie Snyder ’13; Business & ENSP 



User Group Areas of Interest 

• Resource Use/Ecosystem Impacts/Habitat 
Management/Overall Project Performance 

• Human Use and Behavior 

• Cost, Cost Sustainability, Feasibility and Policy 
Issues Related to Sustainable Living 

• Documentation and Communication of the 
EcoVillage Project 

• Community Outreach and Engagement  



Sample Projects 

• Demolition and construction analysis 
– Physical impacts on the site and cost analysis for recycling 

materials and habitat restoration. 

– Impacts/costs of renovation vs. new construction. 

– Comparison of sustainability gains in new vs. renovated 
construction. 

• Analysis of resident behavior 
– Analysis of information and training on behavior. 

– Analysis of different feedback mechanisms on resource use and 
systems interaction. 

• Documentation of “life in the lodges”  
– Oral histories from past residents of the Lodges. 

– Blogs and documentaries from students living in the EcoVillage. 



Sample Projects (Continued) 

• Projects with a resource use/ecosystem focus 

– Studies of solar panels and siting variables that impact cost 
effectiveness and performance. 

– Analysis of green roof performance and long-term viability. 

– Studies of landscape management, restoration and native plant 
re-vegetation, habitat integrity. 

– Stormwater analysis of the site before, during and after 
construction.   

• Engaging the community 

– Sustainable building exposition for local residents. 

– Provision of green building and sustainable living information via 
videos and other materials on our website and through the 
EcoVillage Kiosks. 

– Field trips and project engagement at the EcoVillage that tie in 
with K-12 science SOLs. 

 
 

 



Important EcoVillage Features 

• Renovated lodge to compare to new construction 

• Carbon dioxide monitor and weather station 

• Individual water and electricity meters for key spaces 
(bedrooms, common rooms, bathrooms, kitchens) 

• Water collection and reuse systems (rain barrels, cistern, 
gray-water use in toilets) 

• Multiple green roofs 

• Wiring to support cameras in common areas 
 

 


