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Tenure is the problem

Mark Taylor
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“Our Greedy Colleges”
By William J. Bennett, Secretary of Education.
Published: February 18, 1987

“Federal student aid policies do not 
cause college price inflation, but there is 
little doubt that they help make it 
possible.” 

http://www.nytimes.com/


“America’s universities lost their way 
badly in the era of easy money. If they 
do not find it again, they may go the 
way of GM.”

September 2, 2010
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The Technological Tripod



1. Cost Disease
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2. Income Distribution
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3. Standard of Care



Rhetoric vs. Reality

Administrative Bloat!
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Rhetoric vs. Reality

Tenure Raises Costs!  



Job Security as compensation

• Lowers cost of hiring professionals

Job Security as incentive

• To invest in research agenda

The Tenure Track is shrinking



Rhetoric vs. Reality

Public Money Raises 
Costs!



• Correlation is not causality.

• Higher education is an increasingly 
competitive industry.



Rhetoric vs. Reality

Too Much Research!
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Ratchet Down the 
Rhetoric

Fix What Can Be Fixed




