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Coeducation at the college 
level is harmful to women, 
especially to their reproductive 
organs.  “Co-education is a sin 
against man.”
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“Ladies of town and College 
[shall] be permitted, at Dr. 
Hall's discretion, to attend his 
lectures on Shakespeare." 
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As Tyler recalled in his 
reminiscences, some legislators 
joked about Williamsburg being a 
deserted village where moss 
grows on the houses while he was 
practically reduced to tears by the 
desperate needs of the College.
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February 12, 1918 
Board of Visitors
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“War has hit us hard, but 
William and Mary has passed 
through greater calamities and 
is still alive.  Why must co-
education be brought here in 
the guise of keeping her alive?” 
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is not the place for them to get 
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from the old college before it is 
defiled by coeducation.”
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womanhood Virginia had 
cherished as a sacred thing.” 



F e m i n i s m ,  S u f f r a g i s t s ,  M o n e y  W o e s ,  a n d  t h e  S p a n i s h  F l u :

T h e  Tr a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  W i l l i a m  &  M a r y  i n  1 9 1 8  Ɩ  W & M  W o m e n ’ s  W e e k e n d

Freshman
class, 1918
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Martha Barksdale

[We] had classes one day before 
we were quarantined  for Spanish 
influenza.   This was a good thing 
for us. None of the girls had it so 
we used our time in getting well 
acquainted. We had met none of 
the boys and the quarantine 
served to make them want to 
meet us. 
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“The experiment of admitting women to 
the College has been fully vindicated by 
the results of this year. The young ladies 
were models of decorum and stood 
among the first in their classes. I … hope 
soon to see women fully accorded all the 
rights of the law and suffrage, which justly 
belong to them.”

President 
Tyler’s farewell
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