
Pre-Completion Optional 

Practical Training
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• What is Pre-Completion 

OPT?

• Eligibility & Requirements

• Employment & Reporting

• Impact on Post-Completion 
OPT

• Application Process & 
Timeline

• OPT Resources

• Time for Q&A

Introduction



What is Pre-Completion Optional Practical 

Training (OPT)?

What is Pre-Completion OPT?

F-1 work authorization

Must be used prior to graduation

12 months per degree level

Paid or unpaid

Part-time while school is in session

Work must be related to degree

Work anywhere in the U.S.

No job needed to apply

OK to have multiple jobs

Must apply within the U.S.



Eligibility for Pre-Completion OPT

• Been in F-1 status for at least two consecutive 

semesters

• Must not have used 12 months of full-time CPT or OPT 

(defined as more than 20 hours of work per week).

• Undergraduates must have declared a major

• No job offer is needed to apply

Eligibility & Requirements



Maintain a Full Course of Study

• Students must maintain a full course of study during the 

period of employment if it will occur while classes are in 

session (not applicable in summer)

• PhD students who have completed all coursework must 

continue to make normal progress towards completing 

their thesis or dissertation

• All employment on pre-completion OPT must end by the 

student’s graduation date

Eligibility & Requirements



Part-time vs. Full-time
• Can only apply for part-time or full-time OPT, not 

both

• If applying to work while classes are in session:
– Work limited to part-time (20 hours/week)

– Except PhD students in dissertation phase of 
program

• If applying to work during official university breaks:
– May apply for full-time work (more than 20 

hours/week)

Employment & Reporting



Employment Requirements on OPT

Employment & Reporting

All employment 
must be related 
to your major 
field of study

Multiple 
employers 

and/or changing 
jobs is OK

Unpaid 
internships are 

OK

Work through an 
Employment 
Agency is OK



OPT Reporting Requirements

• Required to report the following within 10 days of the 

change:

• Address or phone number

• Changes in current employment

• New employment

• Relationship between your employment and your 

major field of study

Employment & Reporting

See OPT Reporting webpage for more information

https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/reporting/


OPT Reporting Requirements

• Report changes in your SEVP Portal Account

• If the SEVP Portal is not functioning, submit an OPT 

Employment Update e-form in iStart

• Report changes in only one place, not both

Employment & Reporting

See OPT Reporting webpage for more information

https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/reporting/


Impact on Post-Completion OPT
• Students are granted 12 months of OPT per degree level

• Using pre-completion OPT reduces the amount of OPT 

available after graduation

• Full-time – reduces OPT at 100% rate

• Part-time – reduces OPT at 50% rate

• If you apply for pre-completion OPT but do not use it, 

this will likely still reduce post-completion OPT

Impact on Post-Completion OPT



Impact on Post-Completion OPT

Impact on Post-Completion OPT

Example 1: If you apply for 2 months of full-time pre-
completion OPT, you will have 10 months of OPT left to use 
after graduation.

Example 2: If you apply for 2 months of part-time pre-
completion OPT, you will have 11 months of OPT left to use 
after graduation.

Example 3: If you're approved for 2 months of full-time pre-
completion OPT, but do not work, you will still only have 10 
months of OPT left to use after graduation.



OPT STEM Extension
• To apply for the OPT STEM Extension, students 

must apply to extend a current period of post-

completion OPT

• Therefore, to remain eligible for the OPT STEM 

extension, students should keep some post-

completion OPT available for use after 

graduation

Impact on Post-Completion OPT



Application Process

Application Process & Timeline

Meet with 
ISSP Advisor

Submit your 
OPT I-20 

Request in 
iStart

Obtain OPT 
I-20

Apply for 
OPT online



14Application Process & Timeline

OPT Appointment with ISSP

• An OPT appointment is 

required for students seeking 

pre-completion OPT

• Schedule appointment online

• Review OPT Packet & online 

application before your 

appointment

• Ask questions!

https://tinyurl.com/reveswmopt
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/documents/opt-packet.pdf


15Application Process & Timeline

ISSP OPT Request Form



16Application Process & Timeline

The OPT I-20
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Preparing OPT Application
OPT Packet (Checklist & Tips)

• List of required documents

• Instructions on applying for OPT 

online and paying the 

application fee

• $470 (online application)

• $520 (paper application)

https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/documents/opt-packet.pdf


Application Process
• Can only apply for one instance of OPT at a time

– Pre-completion OPT and post-completion OPT must 

be filed on separate applications

• Students must obtain OPT I-20 before applying 

for OPT with USCIS

– ISSP recommends applying for OPT within 30 days of 

receiving OPT I-20 from our office

Application Process & Timeline



Application Process & Timeline

Earliest Date to Apply for OPT

90 days before completing 1 full 
academic year in F-1 status 
and/or 90 days before 
employment start date

EAD Card Start Date

Can only start working after 
receiving EAD card and reaching 
the OPT start date

Must be in F-1 status for 1 full 
year by this date

EAD Card End Date

OPT ends with the end date listed 
on the EAD card

Graduation Date

All employment must end before 
graduate date

Application Timeline



Application Process & Timeline

• OPT processing times 

often takes ~2-5 months

• Check wait times at 

https://egov.uscis.gov/pro

cessing-times/

– Form I-765

– Based on a request by a 

qualified F-1 academic 

student

• Expedited processing is 

available for an additional 

fee ($1,780)

• Shortens processing time to 

30 business days (about 6 

weeks) from date premium 

processing is submitted

• USCIS Request for 

Premium Processing

Case Processing Time

https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/
https://www.uscis.gov/i-907
https://www.uscis.gov/i-907
https://www.uscis.gov/i-907


USCIS Biometrics Appointment
• Attend your biometrics 

appointment to have your photo 

taken after submitting your OPT 

application

• If you do not receive an 

appointment notice 2 weeks 

after submitting your OPT 

application, contact 

globe@wm.edu for assistance

Application Process & Timeline

mailto:globe@wm.edu


After OPT is Approved

• EAD card mailed one week after approval

• Can only begin working after receiving 

your physical EAD card AND the start date 

listed on your EAD has been reached

• Apply for SSN after you receive your EAD 

(if you don’t already have one)

22Application Process & Timeline



Social Security Number (SSN)

23

Review ISSP’s Social Security Numbers (SSN) webpage for 

more details on the application process

Receive EAD 
Card

Submit SSN 
Application 

Online

Provide 
documents 
in-person at 
SSA Office

Receive SSN

Application Process & Timeline

https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/life/ssn/


Online Application Tips

24Application Process & Timeline

Do not start 
until you 
have an 
OPT I-20

ISSP 
Appointment 

Required

Check 
materials 
carefully

Check 
USCIS 

account for 
online 

notifications



Common Reasons for Denial

25Application Process & Timeline

1. Not including an OPT I-20 in the application

2. Applying more than 30 days after ISSP processed the 
OPT I-20 in SEVIS

3. Using a credit/debit card that doesn’t work 
or an international credit/debit card

4. Not enough money in bank account

ISSP is here to help, but what you submit is ultimately 
your responsibility



Final Reminders

Final Reminders

Case Status Online

OPT resources

Save a copy of your application

Monitor status of your application on Case Status Online

Attend your biometrics appointment

Review OPT resources after approval

Keep EAD card for your records

Avoid using AI for questions related to OPT

https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/reporting/
https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/reporting/


OPT Resources

Online OPT Resources

OPT Home Webpage

OPT Packet

OPT Employment

OPT Reporting

STEM OPT Extension

OPT Home Webpage

OPT Packet

OPT Employment

OPT Reporting

STEM OPT Extension

https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/documents/opt-packet.pdf
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/optemployment/
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/reporting/
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/optstemextension/
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/documents/opt-packet.pdf
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/optemployment/
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/reporting/
https://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/issp/visasandimmigration/f1student/employment/opt/optstemextension/
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