VIRGINIA FUSION SYMPOSIUM

OCTOBER 16, 2026
TIDEWATER ROOM, WILLIAM & MARY SADLER CENTER

9:00 - 9:30 Registration, Breakfast & Poster Setup

9:30 - 9:45 Welcome & Opening Remarks
Provost’s Office W&M

9:45 - 10:30 Keynote Address
Steven Cowley (PPPL) Getting to Fusion Electricity

10:30 - 10:45 Coffee Break

10:45 - 11:30 Plasmas for Fusion

Ionut-Gabriel Farcas (VTech): Confinement and Turbulence

Jarred Loughran (W&M): Transport & Fueling for plasma performance

Arsene Stephane Tema Biwole (HU): Plasma Impurities in Fusion Reactor Design

11:30 - 12:15 Materials for Fusion

W. Streit Cunningham (UVA): Materials for plasma facing components
Arvind Agarwal (VCU): Materials Fabrication for fusion

Jessica Reyes (UVA): Testing of Tungsten Composites for fusion

12:15 - 1:15 Lunch

1:15 - 2:00 Fusion Technology

Lane Carasik (VCU): Overview of fusion fuel cycles and plasma facing component
technology

Andy Sandorfi (UVA): Spin Polarized Fuel, and the Status of the DIII-D demonstration
Experiment

Carl Smith (HU): From Coil Heating to Shot Length: Guiding Diagnostic Selection on
the STAR_LITE Stellarator

2:00 - 2:45 Poster Session (including desserts & coffee)

3:00 - 4:00 Panel on Fusion in Virginia Moderator: Saskia Mordijck (W&M)
Panelist: Alex Creely (CFS)

Colleen Nehl (DOE-FES)

Jens Dilling (Director, Jefferson Laboratory)
Alyson Wilson (Vice Provost of Research W&M)
Xiaochao Zheng (UVA)



