




Table of 
Contents

  

  From the Directors   3
  ITPIR in the World    4
  New Funding in 2017   5 
                    ITPIR by the Numbers   6
  Student Experience    7
  Projects     9
  Opportunities to Support ITPIR  21
  In Their Own Words    22
     
 
 



From the Directors

2017 has been a year of big changes at the Institute for 
the Theory & Practice of International Relations. We invested 
in cross-cutting programs, such as our Shark Tank research 
competition, grew our leadership team, and entered into new 
partnerships to disseminate our research or use it to make 
better decisions. Our student-faculty research projects are 
now better-positioned to address policy-relevant questions 
and make a difference in the world. Given the declining 
quality of our country’s public discourse around policy issues, 
we believe ITPIR’s brand of applied research that supports 
evidence-based policy decisions is more important than ever. 

 
Because of ITPIR’s influential research and student 

opportunities, the College chose to make a five-year 
investment in our future. The Reves Center for International 
Studies, the Dean of Arts and Sciences, and the Vice Provost 
for Research will support cutting edge research in the field 
and quality education in the classroom, and ITPIR faculty 
and staff will now teach in the new COLL curriculum, the 
new Data Science Program, and the new International 
Development track in the Public Policy Program.

 

The past year also included major breakthroughs 
and sustainable progress for Institute projects. AidData 
released groundbreaking analysis tracking Chinese global 
investments, and its work was featured in the Washington 
Post, the Economist, Wall Street Journal, and New York 
Times, among other media outlets. The Center for African 
Development attracted funding from the Gates Foundation 
and the National Science Foundation and offered more 
opportunities for student research in Africa. The Project on 
International Peace and Security and the American-Bosnian 
Collaboration Project provided unparalleled opportunities 
for students to conduct policy-relevant and service-oriented 
research, respectively. TRIP launched a series of large surveys 
to IR scholars and policymakers around the world. VIPCAT 
brought cutting-edge research methods into the classroom 
through the university’s new Data Science Program. 

To help support these new and expanding initiatives, 
we knew we needed to bring in additional talent. 
After a four-year hiatus, Sue Peterson, a member 
of the Government Department and International 
Relations Program and a TRIP PI, returns as Co-Director 
to join Mike Tierney, her old partner-in-crime. 

 
As we approach our ten-year anniversary, we are 

stronger because of our students’ hard work, our faculty 
researchers’ dedication, and the generosity of our friends 
who support our programs with their ideas, networks, 
and investments. Private giving, especially, allows us to 
underwrite internships at policy organizations, send students 
out into the world for field research, and take chances on 
new ideas. Thank you for your support in 2017. We look 
forward to working with all of you in the year ahead.

Mike Tierney & Sue Peterson
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The Institute for the Theory & Practice of International Relations (ITPIR) supports and promotes internationally focused 
research that can make a difference in the world. We catalyze research partnerships between faculty and students and 
foster the next generation of policy practitioners, scholars, and leaders. Since 2008, when ITPIR was established as a 
joint venture of Arts & Sciences and the Reves Center for International Studies, our projects have generated more than 
$44 million in external grants and contracts that have supported more than 1,400 student and faculty researchers. We 
publish our research in leading scholarly journals and in outlets addressed to policy practitioners.

itpir@wm.edu
www.wm.edu/itpir



ITPIR in the World

Global research and partnerships

Life after ITPIR: alums live 
and work in 30 countries 
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The ABC Project operates a 
summer program for children in 
Sarajevo, teaching English and 
cross-cultural communication.

Researchers on the ground

Partner institution in country

Trice Fellows Brittany 
Parowski ‘17 and 
Will Sheahan ‘17 
spent the summer 
working in Uganda 
and Nepal.

CAD students conduct 
research on mobile phone 
ownership and women’s 
empowerment in Tanzania.

AidData undertook 
fieldwork in Honduras 
and Colombia for two 
major reports.

47% of ITPIR alums work in DC at organizations such as: USAID, Development 
Gateway, the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, the Advisory Board 
Company, Open Data Watch, and the World Bank Group.
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New Funding in 2017

$2.1m 
Grants

$132k 
Gifts

11 Grants 

413 Gifts 

$800k 
Endowment

Robert & Susan Trice
International Fellowship

Est. 2017

 201 of 259 donors are W&M alumsGrant sources:

Grant recipients:

8 from foundations
2 from the U.S. government
1 from an international organization

9 to AidData
1 to CAD
1 to TRIP



32 
RESEARCH 
PARTNERSHIPS

   118 
TRIPS TO D.C.

8
BARBECUES 

ON THE FRONT PORCH

173 
REC VOLLEYBALL GAMES

67
INTERNATIONAL 
FLIGHTS

163
STUDENT 

RESEARCHERS

4964
CUPS OF COFFEE



13 
COUNTRIES 

WITH RESEARCHERS 
ON THE GROUND 

80k
PEOPLE SURVEYED

27
LANGUAGES SPOKEN 

522 
WALKS TO WAWA
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W&M Alums Endow Summer 
Fellows Program 
by Ashley K. Speed, University Advancement

For Bob Trice ’68 and Susan Saulmon Trice ’68, 
learning a foreign language was as close as they came 
to an undergraduate international experience. “When 
we were students at William & Mary, study abroad wasn’t 
anticipated or expected,” Susan Trice said. “Time and 
time again, you hear young people say a trip abroad is a 
life-changing experience, but many students at William 
& Mary couldn’t do this without financial support. We 
wanted to set up funds to make sure that was possible.”

And indeed they have: the Northern Virginia couple 
gave a seven-figure gift to fund endowments and need-
based fellowships and internships at ITPIR as well as  
W&M’s Public Policy Program. The endowments will 
support international experiential learning and research.

“We think the interdisciplinary approach is key to teaching 
students how to adapt to a changing environment,” Bob Trice 
said. “When you bring together government, economics 
and international relations, you give them skills which 
very few other American students have. Then you add the 
international environment to that — it’s definitely a positive 
discriminator in the marketplace for William & Mary students.”

Benefitting from the Trice’s generosity is ITPIR’s 
Shark Tank competition, which gives students a chance 
at receiving funding for their own research interests. 
ITPIR’s Summer Fellows program (formerly housed 
under AidData) which focuses on assisting developing 
countries’ NGOs, governments, and researchers in 
the use of spatial data, will also be expanded. 

“It wasn’t obvious to us how we were going to fund 
those types of programs and now the Trices have made that  
possible in a sustainable way,” said Michael Tierney, Co-
Director of ITPIR. “Their generosity is phenomenal and will 
pay dividends for William & Mary students for decades.”

The summer’s inaugural Trice Fellows were Brittany 
Parowski ‘17 and Will Sheahan ‘17, as well as the Center 
for African Development’s Liz Rosen ‘20 and Evan King 
‘17. Brittany worked in Uganda with Right To Play, a 
children’s aid organization that uses play to educate and 
empower (pictured below left). = Will joined Nepal Monitor 
in Kathmandu, helping to build the capacity of local 
organizations by leading courses in Geographic Information 
Systems skills and data analysis (pictured below right). 

The Trice gift will also impact students like Sarah 
Harmon ’19, who recently participated in the Shark Tank 
competition. Harmon’s project titled, “Modeling Syrian 
Internally Displaced Person Movements,” predicts where 
people might relocate following instances of armed 
conflict. Harmon’s research could influence where aid 
organizations deliver assistance to impoverished people.

“Although I had worked in other research labs at the 
university, I never felt as engaged or intrigued as I did by 
the prospect of starting my own work,” Harmon said. “Shark 
Tank has given me an otherwise unavailable method to 
engage in policy-relevant research that I came up with.”
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Shark Tank Rewards Entreprenuerial 
Solutions to Real-World Problems
by Kate Hoving, Reves Center for International Studies

The dramatic setting was comparable to that of its 
television namesake, but the third annual ITPIR Shark Tank 
gave the concept a uniquely W&M spin. The competition 
drew an impressive attendance because of what it delivered: 
student-faculty partnerships using their resources to 
find innovative solutions to international challenges.

The “sharks,” or panel of judges, assembled for the event 
were all W&M alumni and distinguished experts in their fields: 
Ambassador Thomas Shannon, Jr. ‘80, Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs; Dr. Ellen Stofan ‘83, former Chief 
Scientist of NASA; Thomas Benedetti ‘92, co-founder and 
partner at Blue Heron Capital; and Alena Stern ‘12, senior 
program manager at AidData (pictured above right).

The seven projects presented were the culmination of a 
10-week course on Policy Entrepreneurship taught by ITPIR 
staff members David Trichler, Rebecca Latourell, Duenya 
Hassan and Jake Sims. The students’ projects were as 
multifarious as they were brilliant, showing that good data 
is applicable to many disciplines and areas of analysis.

“Why Microfinance Needs Machine Learning,” by 
Abby Bilenkin ’20 and Vincent Taday ’20, addressed 
how the measurement of microcredit and microfinance 
effectiveness could be more accurately run by machine 
learning algorithms than by human evaluators.

“Comparing Donor and Recipient Priorities,” by Allie 
Cooper ’19 and Chris Elsner ’20, focused on the lack of 
accountability and relevance in foreign aid. They proposed 
creating the first map for UN Sustainable Development 
Goals for Colombia, Malawi, and Uganda, ranking donors 
and their effects.

“Indexing Taxation,” by George Moss (UVA ’20) and 
Caroline Nutter ’18, analyzed how countries and localities 
collect taxes. Their plan was to “help countries help 
themselves” by creating a tax capacity index to be used by 
civil servants for benchmarking domestic resource mobilization.

“Mapping Food Insecurity,” by Maxim Maiello ’19 
and Elizabeth Sutterlin ’20, emphasized the problem 
of insufficient food supply data. They proposed 
mapping locations of food sources in Hyderabad, India, 
to help improve food access in practical ways.

“Global Media Perceptions of U.S. Foreign Policy,” 
by Katherine Armstrong ’20 and Jack Shangraw ’20, 
proposed using web-scraping and sentiment analysis 
to track real-time attitudes toward the U.S. in foreign 
media. Using this information, U.S. policymakers 
and implementers would be better able to convey 
U.S. interests abroad and observe the impact.

  
“Identity Messaging and Environmental Development,” 

by Michael Giovanniello ’20 and Anatoly Osgood ’20, 
hypothesized that group perceptions of individuals are 
directly linked to their support for local environmental 
development projects. They planned to use this 
hypothesis to help improve communication in all 
development fields, beginning in Nicaragua.

“Tracking Targets: Identifying Ethnic Minority 
Violence,” by Sami Tewolde ’19 and Lincoln Zaleski ’20 
(pictured above left), presented a plan for the creation of 
a data-rich interactive map.This tool could bring critical 
geospatial information about minorities to peacekeeping 
organizations and possibly prevent future ethnic conflicts.

After the impressive pitches, the sharks had a difficult 
deliberation and split the $20,000 prize between three 
teams, who began their research this fall. Moss and 
Nutter’s project was fully funded at $5,000; Tewolde and 
Zaleski’s was fully funded at $8,340; and Giovanniello 
and Osgood’s was funded at $6,660.  ITPIR is enormously 
proud of the excellent work of all the competitors, and 
excited to witness further development of these projects!
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AidData

Flagship dataset on Chinese 
financing in ecological hotspots
To understand how Chinese-funded infrastructure projects 
affect threatened environments rich in biodiversity, AidData 
researchers and students sourced and geocoded data 
on 1,158 Chinese-funded projects in 2,224 locations 
across 19 countries in the Tropical Andes, the Great 
Lakes region of Africa, and the Mekong Delta. Funded 
by the MacArthur Foundation, this project produced a 
dataset that captures $161 billion in Chinese finance 
and a geospatial impact evaluation that analyzes how 
forests change when exposed to development. 

Tracking the Sustainable 
Development Goals in Colombia
AidData’s cutting-edge pilot project in Colombia tracks 
all financial flows to the country for the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). These global goals will cost 
an estimated $5-7 trillion dollars to achieve and shape the 
next 15 years of financing for development. To kick off the 
project, AidData and its local partner co-hosted a two-
day workshop in Bogotá on all-source financing for the 
SDGs, with 30 participants from Colombia’s government, 
civil society, academia, and the private sector.

AfroBarometer surveys geocoded
AidData and Afrobarometer released the first fruit of a two-
year partnership: a groundbreaking dataset on the priorities, 
preferences, and experiences of more than 200,000 African 
citizens. This information was revealed through six rounds 
of public opinion surveys conducted by Afrobarometer 
and geocoded by AidData to 28,000 localities across 37 
countries. Researchers can now combine existing data on 
development investments with public opinion data on local 
governance, public service delivery, and socio-economic 
conditions in African towns and villages. AidData staff and 
student researchers invested 16,000 hours into mapping 
Afrobarometer survey responses to specific locations.

info@aiddata.org
www.aiddata.org

What did you learn about the practical application 
of geocoding through your work in Uganda?

Daniel Aboagye ‘16: Geocoding and spatial analysis are 
incredibly powerful tools for unveiling a more intimate view 
of conditions in the developing world. Too often 
development data fails to recognize regional differences 
within a country which affect patterns of poverty. 
In Uganda, the northern region faces very different 
challenges than the south. Treating the country as 
one monolithic data point fails to capture the unique 
character of each region and its people. Geocoding and 
spatial data analysis helped me to see that Uganda is a 
heterogenous society and should be treated as such. 
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AidData is a research lab seeking to equip governments and development organizations with better data and 
evidence to improve how their sustainable development investments are targeted, monitored, and evaluated.

AidData partners with USAID, World Bank
In partnership with USAID, the World Bank Philippines, 
and DEval (the German Institute for Development 
Evaluation), AidData published in-depth reports on key 
development and governance issues. The reports range 
from a deep dive into how governments can use open 
governance strategies to better deliver public resources 
and spend resources transparently; to an analysis of 
Germany’s foreign aid from the perspectives of leaders in 
the countries Germany seeks to assist; to an examination 
of when and why decision makers fail to use data, with 
recommendations for how to increase data use.

Fighting HIV/AIDS in Uganda 
and Zambia with better data
AidData researcher Sol Eskenazi showcased the “DREAMS” 
project alongside other innovative partnerships and projects 
at the 2017 High Level Meeting on Data for Development 
in Africa. “DREAMS” focuses on reducing HIV/AIDS rates 
among young women and adolescent girls. In July 2016, 
the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief selected 
AidData as a DREAMS Innovation Challenge winner, awarding 
AidData and two local partners $1.3 million in funding for 
the development of a decision support tool that will use 
better data collection to improve HIV treatment access. 

W&M students in USAID’s Innovation 
Marketplace Challenge
Caleb Ebert ‘16 and Aili Espigh ‘17 (pictured right) placed third 
in the research category of USAID’s Innovation Marketplace 
Challenge held at MIT. The student researchers were 
recognized for their project tracking disaster relief assistance 
with open source data, using the West African Ebola virus 
epidemic as a proof of concept. Ebert and Espigh found that 
official UN databases, which only capture reported aid, missed 
over 60% of the actual aid to fight Ebola; much of the invisible 
aid came from African countries helping their neighbors. 
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American-Bosnian 
Collaboration Project

Sarajevo Roses blossoms in 
U.S. debut at W&M
On February 21, two-time Pulitzer Prize nominee Roger M. 
Richards introduced the U.S. premiere of his documentary 
Sarajevo Roses: A Cinematic Essay with a thought-provoking 
experiment. He asked the audience at W&M’s Tucker Hall 
theatre to imagine waking up to find society collapsed: stores 
closed, electricity shut off, neighbors become enemies.
 
That was the world Richards witnessed as a photojournalist 
during the 1992-1996 siege of Sarajevo. Reporting 
from the Bosnian city at the height of the siege, he 
felt compelled to share its residents’ stories, and 
spent the next 24 years making Sarajevo Roses.
 
It was synchronicity that brought the documentary to 
Williamsburg. When Richards learned of ITPIR’s American-
Bosnian Collaboration Project, he decided W&M would 
be the film’s first stop on its tour of U.S. universities. 
After the screening, Richards and Peggy Meder, one 
of the film’s executive producers, spent time with ABC 
students, answering questions about their process as 
well as asking questions of their own about the ABC 
project and the students’ response to the film. 

What surprised you most about your time in Sarajevo?
               

Jasmine Curry ‘18: Every Bosnian I met spoke of the war 
in casual conversations, because it was an entire chunk of 
their life. It explains a lot of things: it’s why my host mom 
got married at 30 instead of 20, why my friend’s mom’s 
education was interrupted, why another woman hates 
tomatoes since it was one of the few things she ate during 
the Siege. I was amazed by their kindness and belief 
in mankind’s goodwill, despite the war and its destructive 
effects on their lives.

 
pmpickering@wm.edu

www.wmbosniaproject.wordpress.com
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Since 1999, students with the American-Bosnian Collaboration Project (formerly the Bosnia Project) have traveled 
to post-war communities in and around Sarajevo to co-teach English, cross-cultural understanding, and non-violent 
communication to more than 80 Bosnian schoolchildren each summer. This free education program encourages 
youth empowerment, creative expression, and cooperation in a struggling region. ABC now integrates creative 
filmmaking and rigorous research alongside teaching to maximize its impact toward a lasting peace.

New research paper: ICC at ABC
Sonia Lunn’s ’18 research paper, “Intercultural 
Communicative Education: Bosnia as a
Case Study – Using Education To Bring People Together, 
Prevent Violence,” describes ABC’s work imparting 
Intercultural Communicative Competence (ICC) skills to 
Bosnian children. In her paper, Lunn notes that “ICC teaches 
empathy and cross-cultural understanding to students and 
prepares them to be active citizens and ambassadors for peace 
across diverse cultural backgrounds” – a goal that directly 
correlates to ABC’s own. She also details both obstacles 
and successes in applying these skills in the classroom.

The paper heralds the realization of one of ABC’s 
major goals: the completion of a comprehensive ICC 
teaching manual, including lesson plans on “tolerance/ 
diversity, ecology, community, and peace/nonviolent 
communication” tested by W&M students and their 
teaching partners from the University of Sarajevo. 

As Lunn describes her work, “Lessons found to be the 
most effective are compiled into a manual using teacher 
observations and student feedback from before and after each 
ICC lesson was taught. Student examples, personal narratives, 
relevant teaching materials, and more (designed to make 
implementation intuitive) accompany selected lessons.”

To read the full paper and learn more about the research’s 
context and methodology, please visit the ABC website. 

Lessons in ecology
This summer, ABC’s lineup of lessons included a week 
focusing on ecology and the environment. Project 
participants learned about current environmental issues 
and considered how to help prevent these problems by 
implementing solutions in their local context. Along the 
way, children familiarized themselves with notions like 
climate change, pollution, and species extinction. The 
students also created models of various ecosystems and 
used the models to demonstrate phenomena such as global 
warming, melting ice caps, deforestation, and pollution.
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Center for African Development

Partnership on sports and development
In 2017, CAD began a new research project that studies 
the effect of sports on young people’s cognitive and non-
cognitive skills. Working with the Monrovia Football Academy, 
a soccer academy in Liberia for young girls and boys ages 
8 through 12 co-founded by W&M alum, Will Smith ’14, the 
research project entails a longitudinal study to examine the 
short-run and long-run impact of attending a school that 
has sport as a key part of its curriculum. In the summer of 
2017 a trailblazing team of four W&M students – Eric Gelles 
’18, Evan King ’17, Samantha Mehring ’20 and Liz Rosen ’20 
(pictured left) – traveled to Monrovia to work with MFA on the 
first year of the impact evaluation (IE). The team completed 
the IE from beginning to end: forged partnerships with two 
Liberian research organizations, SMART Liberia and the Khana 
group, to carry out the study; designed the IE; crafted and 
piloted the survey instruments and behavioral measures; and 
then implemented them in collaboration with the research 
partners. Gelles and Mehring were supported by a Charles 
Center summer grant, and King and Rosen were Trice Fellows. 

 

CAD Director publishes two 
books in one semester
 
At the end of 2016, Professor Roessler published two critically 
acclaimed books on civil war in Africa - Ethnic Politics and 
State Power in Africa: The Logic of the Coup-Civil War 
Trap (Cambridge University Press) and Why Comrades Go 
to War: Liberation Politics and the Outbreak of Africa’s 
Great War (Oxford University Press/Hurst Publishers). 

How was your work in Tanzania informed by your  
experience at ITPIR? 

Henry Crossman ‘19: As a research assistant for TRIP, I 
honed my research and analytical skills across many issue 
areas. That opportunity provided me with the experience 
to contribute effectively to the important, policy-relevant 
research CAD conducts in Tanzania on the intersection 
between mobile phone ownership and development. I am 
very thankful to ITPIR for the foundation it has given me in 
research and the range of opportunities it has offered me.  

 
proessler@wm.edu
www.wm.edu/cad

13 14



The Center for African Development (CAD) is a research center where faculty and students collaborate on cutting-
edge projects that address some of the biggest development challenges facing countries in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Led by Dr. Philip Roessler, associate professor of Government, researchers employ scientific analysis and field-based 
research to advance key academic and policy debates. To date, CAD-affiliated students have worked in Liberia, 
Senegal, Tanzania, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

New grants for mobile technology 
and women’s empowerment
One of CAD’s principal research programs focuses on the 
impact of mobile technology on women’s empowerment. 
The advent and spread of the mobile phone represents 
one of the most important technological advances over the 
last quarter of a century, yet the science on its impact lags 
behind. There have been few, if any, carefully controlled 
experimental studies on the impact of the mobile phone 
revolution, especially on how it may affect gender equality in 
developing countries. CAD researchers are filling this gap. 

The first set of field experiments distributed phones and 
smartphones along with mobile technology training to 
women without phones in Tanzania. The latest phase of
this research, which is supported by a grant from the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, analyzes the path 
from mobile phone ownership to the uptake and use of 
mobile money as a financial instrument. One of the key 
findings to date is that individual ownership of a phone 
powerfully increases mobile money use, but the effects 
are strongly mediated by levels of education and literacy. 
This suggests that improved mobile money training to low 
literacy populations is necessary to ensure they benefit 
from this transformative technology. The final survey for 
the Gates-supported study will occur in October 2017. 
Full results of the study will be published in early 2018. 

In 2017, Professor Roessler received two new grants to 
expand the mobile technology research program. The first, 
from Innovations for Poverty Action as part of its Financial 
Inclusion Program, enables CAD and its collaborators to 
study the effects of an innovative mobile financial services 
product that provides upfront interest as a way to encourage 
young people to save. The second, from USAID and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, explores the link between 
mobile phone ownership and civic engagement over land 
rights, a key determinant of agricultural productivity. 

In the summer of 2017, a team of four W&M students – Henry 
Crossman ’19, Ethan Harrison ’19, Emily Mudd ’19, and 
Jioni Tuck ’19 – traveled to Tanzania and worked as research 
assistants on the mobile tech studies (pictured right). 
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Project on International 
Peace and Security

Fellows present at CEIP and CSIS
On April 13, 2017, the PIPS research fellows presented their 
work to a packed room of policymakers from across the 
U.S. government in an evening symposium at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. Loren DeJonge 
Schulman, the Center for a New American Security’s 
Deputy Director of Studies and Leon E. Panetta Senior 
Fellow, served as the discussant for the symposium, asking 
questions of each fellow’s project (pictured top left). 

Earlier in the day, the research fellows gave lunchtime 
talks on their white papers at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies (pictured middle left). 

Military fellows mentoring research fellows
The PIPS Military Fellows program pairs undergraduate 
research fellows with active duty military officers associated 
with the Defense Entrepreneurs Forum (DEF). These 
highly experienced officers mentor and lend strategic 
expertise to the PIPS students during their academic year 
of research. During the fall semester, through campus visits 
and the online PIPS Jefferson Forum, military fellows help 
students identify international challenges, comment on 
project proposals, and introduce students to experts in the 
national security community. In the spring, military fellows 
provide feedback on students’ policy recommendations. 

This partnership is beneficial for the military fellows as well 
as the students. As Lieutenant Colonel Michael Kreuzer, 
managing director of the PIPS military fellows program, 
commented, “We all tend to gravitate both toward the value 
of academic research and simultaneously to the critique 
that much of it is detached from the more immediate 
problems of today, so we like to bring that policy relevance 
back to the university. From there, the interaction with 
students can shape our outlook as well, providing new 
insights on our roles and bringing out new ideas.” 

Research fellow Layla Abi-Falah ‘17 expressed how much 
the guidance of her military fellow, Captain Kevin Kleber, 
meant to her. “Overall, he has definitely helped me take 
something I care about, which is usually only discussed 
within a particular setting, become something that can 
interest a broader audience,” she said. “That way my 
project can hopefully really make a difference.” 

What did you enjoy most about your time with PIPS?

Carolyn De Roster ‘17: I loved being surrounded by 
really driven, intelligent, and passionate people, whether 
it was the other fellows, our mentors, or visiting guests. 
I built off of others’ ideas and work in a collaborative 
environment where everyone was so excited about their 
research. It definitely helped motivate me to produce my 
best work, and reminded me why I became interested in 
international affairs and foreign policy in the first place. 

 
pips@wm.edu

www.wm.edu/pips
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The Project on International Peace and Security (PIPS) is an undergraduate think tank where students craft novel 
policy solutions to emerging international security challenges. By engaging students in rigorous and creative foreign 
policy analysis, PIPS represents an innovative approach to undergraduate education, enabling students to interact 
with policymakers in meaningful and influential ways.

2016-2017 White papers
The most recent white papers run the gamut of security topics, 
but they share the relevance and rigor that distinguish work 
by PIPS fellows. The full text of the white papers, as well as 
executive summaries, are available at wm.edu/pips. 

Layla Abi-Falah ‘17: “Silent No Longer: The Reintegration of 
Female Rape Survivors in Post-Conflict Society”

Matt Bondy ‘17: “Bad Bots: The Weaponization of Social Media”

Hali Czosnek ‘17: “Double-Helix, Dual-Use: Securing Synthetic
Biological Laboratories” 

Carolyn De Roster ‘17: “Aggressive Elites: A Policy of Quiet 
Containment for Russia’s Diversionary Tactics”

Haley Larson ‘18: “Noura the Explorer: Including Children in 
Morocco’s Democratic Process”

Max Sterling ‘18: “The Cyber Collective Threat: A Pack of 
Lone Wolf Terrorists” 

PIPS alums: where are they now?
Layla Abi-Falah ‘17 is at W&M Law, specializing in human security.  

Matt Bondy ‘17 won the Midwest Political Science Association 
award for the best overall paper presented as a poster - over 
graduate students and faculty - for “Mobile Phone Ownership, 
Gender, and Political Participation in Africa.”

Catie Crowley ‘17 works at IDInsight, an NGO that supports and 
conducts evaluations of development interventions. 

Isabel DoCampo ‘15 is at Princeton for a MPA in International 
Development with a certificate in Public Health.

Tyler Bembenek ‘15 is a research associate at Fidelity Investments, 
monitoring political and economic conditions in over 15 countries.

Julie Snyder ‘15 recently co-authored a report for CSIS: “Stuck in 
Limbo: Refugees, Migrants, and the Food Insecure in Djibouti.”

Grace Perkins ‘14 works at USAID with Power Africa, an 
initiative increasing Africans’ access to electricity.

Katie Mitchell ‘14 is working towards a MPP from 
Georgetown’s McCourt School of Public Policy. 15 16



Teaching, Research, and 
International Policy

First release of major TRIP dataset
One of TRIP’s signature projects collects extensive 
data on all IR articles published since 1980 in the 
top 12 academic and policy journals in the field. This 
project helps map the IR discipline and understand 
its contributions to international policy. In 2017, TRIP 
published the first version of the database, which is now 
available on the TRIP website. All publications were 
coded for more than two dozen variables, and the results 
showcase how IR research has changed over time.

Student snap polls
Student Snap Polls provide TRIP Research Assistants with 
the opportunity to design and field surveys. RAs also learn 
how to clean and manage data, as well as analyze responses. 
Over the past year, RAs implemented two original snap 
polls. These surveys covered a variety of topics, including 
the 2016 presidential election, threats to U.S. national 
security, climate change, the Trump Administration, 
freedom of speech, gender discrimination, Free Trade 
Agreements, Title IX, sexual assault, and campus life.  

ISA Annual Convention 2017
Two former TRIP RAs, Jack Hoagland ‘17 and Rachel 
Merriman-Goldring ‘17 presented their work at the 
International Studies Association Annual Convention in 
Baltimore. They were joined by other paper authors, TRIP PI 
Sue Peterson, TRIP Project Manager Elizabeth Martin, and 
PIPS co-Director Amy Oakes. TRIP PI Mike Tierney chaired 
the panel, “Measuring the Changing Boundaries of the 
International Relations Discipline.” The papers included:

“Mapping the International Security Subfield” 
(Hoagland, Oakes, Peterson)

“Gender and the Expression of International Relations 
Knowledge and Attitudes” (Merriman-Goldring, Peterson)

“Disciplinary Incentives, Tenure, and Policy-Relevant 
Research in International Relations” (Martin).
 

 
irsurvey@wm.edu
www.trip.wm.edu
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From TRIP’s October 2016 Snap Poll: “The 
U.S. has had strong political, economic, and 
military ties with nations of Asia on one hand 
and Europe on the other hand. Which area do 
you think is most important to the U.S.?”



The Teaching, Research, and International Policy (TRIP) Project engages students and faculty to bridge the gap 
between the study and practice of International Relations (IR). TRIP aims to influence both policy and scholarship by 
exploring the relationships among teaching, research, and policy within IR.

Policymaker survey
One way to measure the impact of IR scholars’ influence on 
policy is to ask policymakers.  In fall 2017, TRIP launches 
a new, multi-part survey of policy practitioners who have 
worked in U.S. government agencies between 1993 and 
2016 in three key international areas - security, development, 
and trade. This survey, conducted in collaboration with the 
International Security Center at the University of Notre Dame, 
asks key foreign policy makers about whether and how they 
use scholarly ideas, data, and methods in their day-to-day 
work. The survey received a boost when W&M Chancellor and 
former Secretary of Defense, Robert Gates, agreed to write a 
letter to all potential respondents urging them to participate.

Faculty survey
The Faculty Survey is TRIP’s largest, most comprehensive 
survey.  The survey asks IR scholars at colleges and universities 
around the world about their research, teaching, thoughts on 
the IR discipline, and foreign policy views. Since TRIP began 
its faculty survey in 2004, it has examined trends and expert 
opinions over time among IR experts. The TRIP Faculty Survey 
originally covered only the United States, but today it reaches 
nearly 40 countries in 16 languages (see the map below). 

TRIP is excited to launch its sixth Faculty Survey in fall of 
2017. New countries reached this year include the Philippines, 
Ukraine, Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Russia, and South Korea. 
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Dark green indicates the reach of 
TRIP’s 2017 Faculty Survey.



 

Violent Intranational Political 
Conflict and Terrorism

Information Operations and Security
VIPCAT director Steve Shellman presented research and 
technologies focused on measuring the effectiveness
of U.S. courses of action at the “Operations in the Information 
Environment Capabilities-Based Assessment Workshop” 
sponsored by the Joint Information Operations Warfare 
Center. The U.S. military has no scientific methodology 
to measure whether their operations produce the 
intended effects or yield unintended consequences. 
VIPCAT’s research develops such a methodology.
  
Additionally, at the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA) Causal Exploration Program Kickoff, Dr. 
Shellman presented recent work from a project focused on 
deterring adversaries in the “Gray Zone” between peace 
and war. While the U.S. deters adversaries from employing 
conventional forces, it encourages them to pursue other 
“gray” strategies like terrorism. VIPCAT’s work explains 
and predicts the conditions under which states like 
Russia and groups like ISIS employ such tactics to 
avoid conventional military retaliation, and reveals 
which countermeasures best deter such behavior.

Pictured are five examples of VIPCAT’s recent forecasts 
and analyses Professor Shellman presented.  
Counterclockwise from top left: 

Experiments examined the direct, indirect, and total effects 
of various US countermeasures on adversarial behavior. 
Results show that the indirect effects of economic sanctions 
are so strong that, when added to the direct effects, produce 
a total positive increase in Russian hostility. In contrast, the 
direct effects of a “show of force” and “diplomatic relations” 
overpower the indirect effects. The research allows the U.S. 
government to better understand the effects of their actions. 

Research by VIPCAT and others demonstrates that 
declining cognitive complexity provides an early warning 
that a leader will increase their level of aggression. They 
employed automated natural language-processing 
algorithms run on leaders’ speeches to measure the degree 
to which a leader integrates multiple perspectives.

The map shows the direct effects of U.S. economic sanctions 
on countries’ hostility levels. Estimated historical effects 
of various deterrent tactics for each country can be 
viewed across the world. 

The “counterfactual forecast” projects direct effects on 
Russian hostility by the type of Course of Action (COA). 
The results show each of the COAs slightly decreases the 
hostility forecast.

smshel@wm.edu
www.wm.edu/vipcat
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Directed by Dr. Steve Shellman, the Violent Intranational Political Conflict and Terorrism (VIPCAT) lab specializes 
in rapid data collection and analysis of violent events, political actors, emotional sentiments, and international 
discourse. These data and analyses are used to develop computer software tools forecasting future conflict and 
evaluating counter-measures.

VIPCAT’s first Fulbright
Dr. Ivan Gomza, an associate professor in the Department of 
Political Science at Kyiv-Mohyla Academy in Kyiv, Ukraine, 
was in residence at W&M on a Fulbright in spring of 2017. 
(Professor Shellman is left, and Dr. Gomza right.) During his 
time in Williamsburg, Gomza researched the radicalization of 
Ukrainian nationalists during the interwar period, continuing 
his specialization in contentious politics, political violence, 
and French and Ukrainian politics. He gave presentations 
on topics related to his current research projects, and 
finished editing his manuscript on the manipulation of fears 
of national decay by French nationalists between 1871 
and 1944. Gomza’s stay also opened opportunities for 
collaboration: he worked alongside Professors Shellman, 
Paula Pickering, and David Feldman and is now serving as a 
country partner for the TRIP Project from his Kyiv location. 
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Opportunities to Support ITPIR
Directors’ Fund
The Directors’ Fund enables ITPIR to respond to 
emerging opportunities and evolving needs. This fund 
can provide seed funding for promising new student 
or faculty projects, support student research and 
conference travel, and purchase critical technology. 

ITPIR’s Shark Tank
ONE YEAR OF FUNDING: $60,000
NAMED ENDOWMENT: $1,500,000
ITPIR launched a policy-oriented “Shark Tank” 
research competition to institutionalize student 
innovation and ensure it does not miss the 
next great idea. Students compete for up to 
$20,000 in research funding, and winners partner 
with W&M faculty and staff to implement their 
projects over the course of an academic year.

Distinguished Speakers Series
ONE YEAR OF FUNDING: $6,000 
NAMED ENDOWMENT: $150,000
ITPIR draws on its extensive network of international 
relations experts to bring the brightest scholars and 
practitioners in the field to deliver public lectures 
at W&M. Speakers meet with student researchers 
in small groups, offering expert insight on their 
research projects and valuable career advice. 

Post-Baccalaureate Fellowship
ONE YEAR OF FUNDING: $40,000 
NAMED ENDOWMENT: $1,000,000
The post-baccalaureate fellowship pairs recent 
graduates with ITPIR research projects and provides 
them with institutional support and personal guidance 
as they build strong credentials for employment or 
graduate school admissions, distinguish themselves 
with a publication record, demonstrate and refine 
research skills, or develop long-term career plans.

Catalytic Research Fund
ONE YEAR OF FUNDING: $20,000 
NAMED ENDOWMENT: $500,000
The Catalytic Research Fund enables our student 
and faculty scholars to launch pilot studies, 
carry out experiments, and fine-tune research 
plans before they seek external funding. 

ITPIR Summer Fellows
SUPPORT ONE SUMMER FELLOW: $6,000
ENDOW ONE SUMMER FELLOW: $150,000
As part of the ITPIR Summer Fellows 
Program, highly qualified undergraduate and 
graduate students are paired with W&M faculty or 
international organizations abroad to conduct 
research and promote capacity building.

Faculty Book Workshop Fund
ONE YEAR OF FUNDING: $6,000
NAMED ENDOWMENT: $150,000
The Faculty Book Workshop supports W&M faculty 
in the final stage of manuscript development by 
underwriting a panel of distinguished scholars to 
convene for a daylong review of the manuscript. 
The Faculty Book Fund helps ITPIR attract, 
retain and support outstanding faculty who 
produce scholarly work of the highest caliber and 
strengthen W&M’s reputation for research.

Post-Doctoral Fellowship
ONE YEAR OF FUNDING: $60,000 
NAMED ENDOWMENT: $1,500,000
Post-doctoral scholars, both from the U.S. and 
abroad, are attracted to the unique research and 
training opportunities that ITPIR’s projects provide. 
A post-doctoral fellowship program provides 
continuing support for ITPIR research projects and 
increases the number and quality of mentored 
research opportunities for our students.
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Institute Naming Opportunity
ENDOWED GIFT: $25,000,000
Gifts to ITPIR’s endowment are an investment in both the future of the students whose lives are transformed by their 
research and mentorship experiences at ITPIR, and in the future of people around the world whose lives are improved 
when policy decisions are based on rigorous social science. 



In Their Own Words

Sarah Harmon ‘19
As a Summer Fellow, I worked with USAID/Philippines to 
design and run geospatial analyses for leading research 
projects on everything from violent extremism and disaster 
response to family planning and tuberculosis. I engaged 
in the policymaking process behind development that 
benefits impoverished communities worldwide. 

Salma Elsayed-Ali ‘17 
Helping to coordinate and teach in the American-Bosnian 
Collaboration Project was a transformative experience 
that helped me become a better teacher, learner, and 
human being. Truly, it was the opportunity of a lifetime.

Emily Jackson ‘18
TRIP provided me with ample and diverse opportunities 
to collaborate with faculty on original research for credit. 
For example, I collected data on campus opinions regarding 
access to women’s health resources and presented 
my results at a Virginia Board of Health meeting.

Layla Abi-Falah ‘17
Ever since my sophomore year at W&M I’ve been writing and 
researching the use of mass wartime rape as a tool of armed 
conflict. But, as an undergraduate I felt I had no platform 
to become an advocate for survivors. Being a PIPS research 
fellow gave me the opportunity to be a part of the solution. 
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... transformative experience that 

helped me become a better teacher, 

learner, and human being ...

... ample and diverse opportunities 

to collaborate with faculty 

on original research ...




