
W&M in Washington 
 

Spring 2013 
 

Interdisciplinary Art in Washington: 
The Promise for a New National Arts Policy 

Taught by Assistant Professor Greg Bowers 
 
Artists involved in interdisciplinary media and research engage in experimental and innovative 
approaches that widen the context of creative enterprise. Artists and art production agencies may move 
between public and private sectors integrating activities beyond the traditional boundaries of the arts such 
as the sciences, philosophy, or industry. How does this creative research relate to public policy, patronage, 
and programming in the arts? How might an interdisciplinary approach to the arts inform debate, address 
global issues, and exploit public/private partnerships, leading to a more diverse, inventive, and flourishing 
arts community? During the semester, we will investigate these questions during visits to many of 
Washington’s most important arts institutions and in meetings with professionals who are currently 
envisioning the future of arts policy locally and nationally. 
 
Washington Program Internship 
 6 credit hours: INTR 499 
 

The nature of the courses invites branching out into a variety of disciplines depending on student interest.  
Students may choose a wide variety of institutions at which to work, such as the National Gallery of Art, 
the Smithsonian Museums, the National Endowment for the Arts or National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the Kennedy Center, the Wooly Mammoth Theater, the Washington Performing Arts 
Society, plus many others. Students can also choose organizations that are exploring the role that new 
media and technology play in art production, including Discovery.com or National Geographic, one of 
DC's numerous film festivals, or NPR.org.  Students will be able to integrate their internship experiences 
with knowledge of interdisciplinary applications of the arts and familiarity with arts institutions in DC to 
generate a substantial research project. 
 
Collaborate/Integrate: Possibilities for Interdisciplinary Art 
 4 credit hours: MUSC 363 
 

This class will meet twice weekly. There are two equal components: seminar and workshop. Seminar: the 
class will survey theory, history, and practices of 20th-21st century interdisciplinary art and explore more 
recent connections between art and other disciplines. Workshop: the class will work to devise a 
collaborative project for public exhibition, coordinated by the professor, at the end of the semester. 
 
Interdisciplinary Art and Washington 
 4 credit hours: INTR 490 
 

This class consists of visits to major arts organizations, interviews with key individuals in the arts, and 
attendance at significant performances in the Washington area. The class will meet on Fridays and use the 
city as our campus. Discussion and documentation of the experiences will occur via the class blog and 
journal entries. The visits will most likely integrate with internships and other class work culminating in a 
substantial independent research project. 


