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WE THE TEACHERS
We the Teachers Fellowship Application Packet
Use this document to draft your answers to the We the Teachers application before applying at this link.

Application is due by 11:59pm ET on January 31, 2026.
 
Thank you for applying to participate in the We the Teachers program! We the Teachers brings together 100 educators from across the United States for an immersive four-day experience, July 27–30, in Williamsburg, Virginia—the birthplace of American democracy.
 
Fellows will explore the nation’s founding ideals through the lenses of history, civics, and civic dialogue, engaging directly with leading historians, museum professionals, and spotlight educators. Sessions blend scholarly insight with classroom application, helping teachers connect past to present and empowering students as informed, engaged citizens. Fellows will also be required to complete two 5-hour, online microcourses in preparation for the convening.
 
Participation extends beyond the summer experience. Fellows become part of a national network of educators reimagining history and civics education as America approaches its 250th anniversary. Building on the resources and relationships developed during the summer convening—and supported by access to online microcourses, facilitator guides, and on-demand mentoring—each Fellow commits to sharing their learning locally.
 
Fellows will support colleagues in their professional learning for the 250th by leading activities including, but not limited to, offering a professional development session, facilitating online or hybrid learning communities using lilypd courses, one-on-one support/coaching, etc. The target is for each participant to support 15 other teachers during the 2026–2027 school year at the district, regional, or state level. Sessions and learning communities may be held online or in-person and may be part of a state or local conference.
 
Additionally, they may also contribute by authoring a reflective blog post, developing a classroom resource, providing feedback on new courses, or mentoring colleagues in inquiry-based, civic-minded teaching. Together, Fellows extend the impact of We the Teachers, strengthening classrooms, schools, and communities nationwide.
 
Fully funded through a U.S. Department of Education grant and led by William & Mary’s Office of Strategic Cultural Partnerships, the fellowship invites teachers to help write the next chapter in our nation’s civic story. 

Please note: If accepted, you must commit to fully participating and attending all required programming and outreach described above in order to receive your $2,500 stipend.
--
First name
Last name:
Preferred name: 
Email address:
State of residence (please use two letter abbreviation):
--
Name of school:
School or districts full mailing address:
Which best describes the population of the community that you serve ( select all that apply):
· Rural
· Suburban
· Urban
· Virtual
· Other: 
Is your school Title I (50% or more free and reduced lunch)?
· Yes
· No
· Maybe
How many years of experience do you have working in education?
· First year teacher
· 1-5
· 5-10
· 10-15
· 15-20
· 20+
Please select all that apply to your current role in the school district.
· Classroom teacher
· Department chair
· Grade level teacher
· District curriculum specialist
· District curriculum supervisor
· District curriculum coach
· Other:
What grade level band(s) does your current role include? Please select all that apply:
· K-2
· 3-5
· 6-8
· 9-12
What courses do you currently teach, or anticipate teaching in the 2026-2027 school year? Please select all that apply:
· Elementary-level history/social studies
· U.S. history
· American government
· Civics
· Economics
· World history
· Geography
· AP U.S. history
· AP World 
· AP Government
· AP Economics
· AP Human Geography
· AP African American History
· African American history
· State and/or local history
--
Provide your supervisor’s name, title, organization and contact information:
Upload a letter of support from your supervisor that confirms their awareness of your participation in We the Teachers, demonstrates encouragement of your professional growth in history and civics, and affirms their commitment to supporting the sharing of your acquired knowledge with colleagues and/or others. 
Please submit a 1–2-page letter of intent about your interest in this program that includes the following:
· Describe your experience with and your approach to teaching civics and/or American history.
· How does teaching at this moment in history make you feel?
· Using at least one specific example, describe how you have led professional learning, mentored other teachers, and/or collaborated with other educators
Upload your cv or resumes (no more than two pages)

I acknowledge that William & Mary will provide each participant with a $1,500 stipend at the conclusion of the in-person seminar to cover travel to the event. Lodging, meals, and other related expenses are provided in addition to the stipend. I also acknowledge that an additional $1,000 stipend will be awarded upon meeting all terms and conditions for the we the people program. Both stipends are considered taxable income.
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