


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!

There are no written notes 
for this class but…



• I’M GOING TO PUT THIS ENTIRE CLASS ONLINE AFTER 
WE FINISH SO FEEL FREE TO TAKE NOTES OR NOT AS 
YOU WISH.

• IF YOU HAVE FOLLOW-UP COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS 
FOR ME AFTER TODAY, YOU CAN REACH ME AT

•
TOMMARYBETH@VERIZON.NET



HOW TO ACCESS THE CLASS NOTES

• Click on the Osher Website (not the Registration site): 

• https://www.wm.edu/offices/auxiliary/osher/index.php

• On the left side of the page, click “Course Information,” and 
then click on “Class Notes and Presentation.”

• When the next page comes up, click on my name next to 
the class notes you want.

https://www.wm.edu/offices/auxiliary/osher/index.php


WEBSITES
•FOUNDERS ONLINE:   https://founders.archives.gov/

• CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER WRITINGS OF SIX MAJOR SHAPERS 
OF THE UNITED STATES:

• George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams (and family), 
Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and James Madison. 
Over 182,000 searchable documents, fully annotated, from the 
authoritative Founding Fathers Papers projects

https://founders.archives.gov/


HERE IS A SUMMARY 
OF EVERYTHING WE 
ARE ABOUT TO DO! 









Clay S. Jenkinson



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjsyZy0_tTfAhUJTt8KHV2IDj4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://exchange.prx.org/pieces/174138-becoming-jeffersons-people-part-one&psig=AOvVaw0Ab_BAuYWp5ln2ve_K4xOG&ust=1546720858397515


Joseph J. Ellis

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://timedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/joseph-ellis-10q-historian-author.jpg&imgrefurl=http://time.com/5428184/joseph-ellis-founding-fathers-trump/&docid=hJIQtKOLvjOInM&tbnid=ZEcSPRvzJNNIWM:&vet=10ahUKEwis-LyF-dTfAhVlkeAKHUyvDE0QMwhCKAQwBA..i&w=1580&h=2405&bih=501&biw=819&q=joseph%20ellis&ved=0ahUKEwis-LyF-dTfAhVlkeAKHUyvDE0QMwhCKAQwBA&iact=mrc&uact=8


“Joseph Ellis questions 
his

‘sphinx’ with such grace, 
such learning and such 
wit that even his old-

fashioned Jeffersonians 
feels obliged to urge his 
book upon all readers. It 

is a delight to read.”

C. Vann Woodward, 
Department of History, 

Yale University.









GREAT FRIENDSHIPS THROUGHOUT HISTORY!



OR MAYBE 
NOT!

•



JULIUS CAESAR and MARCUS BRUTUS        







Theodore Roosevelt & Howard Taft







WHICH BRINGS US TO…



Jefferson and Adams

• Friends • Divided

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

T is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

JEFFERSON AND 
ADAMS

FRIENDS DIVIDED

https://boisestate.pressbooks.pub/thecreativespirit/chapter/chapter-7-the-enlightenment/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://historia-biografia.com/tag/benjamin-franklin/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://mirror.uncyc.org/wiki/John_Adams
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/




• "You are the North and South 
Poles of the American Revolution. 
Some talked, some wrote and some 
fought to establish it but you and 
Mr. Jefferson thought for us all."

• Dr. Benjamin Rush to John Adams



• "If Jefferson was wrong, 
America is wrong. If America 
is right, Jefferson is right."

• James Parton, America's first professional 
biographer, 1874



•

• ...they remained divided in almost every 
fundamental way: in temperament, in 
their ideas of government, in their 
assumptions about human nature, in their 
notions of society, in their attitude 
towards religion, in their conception of 
America, indeed, in every single thing that 
mattered. Indeed, no two men who 
claimed to be friends were divided on so 
many crucial matters as Adams and 
Jefferson.
•

• Friends Divided by Gordon S. Wood, p. 6



•Reading that maybe we have to say that the closest 
comparison to Jefferson and Adams is not any of 
those previous guys but…





Jefferson told Americans what 
they wanted to hear --- how 
exceptional they were. Adams 
told them what they needed to 
know --- truths about themselves 
that were difficult to bear. Over 
the centuries Americans have 
tended to avoid Adams's 
message; they have much 
preferred to hear Jefferson's 
praise of their uniqueness.
Friends Divided, p. 7







CONTRASTS



Physique: Tall, lean, 
gangly

Dress:  careless, wore 
what he wanted 

regardless of style.

Bowed to all, talked 
with his arms folded, 

reserved.

Possessed a dignity 
that Adams lacked. 

Regarded by many as 
the model of the 18th

century man: learned, 
genteel, perfect self-

control.

Spoke softly

Madison Hemmings 
(enslaved): “the 

quietest of men,” 
“hardly ever known to 

get angry.”





Thomas 
Jefferson:              

• “If you want to 
understand my life, 
read the letters I 
received and the 
letters I wrote.”



Letter from John Adams 
to Dr. Benjamin Rush, 
August, 2009, describing 
Jefferson as

• a mysterious “shadow man” 
whose character was “like the 
great rivers, whose bottoms we 
cannot see and make no noise.”



• “Merrill Peterson, the 
best Jefferson 
biographer…, made what 
he called the ‘mortifying 
confession’ that after 
thirty years of work, 
‘Jefferson remains for 
me, finally, an 
impenetrable man.’”

• “American Sphinx,” p. 15



From Peter Baker’s review of “Most Blessed of the 
Patriarchs” by Annette Gordon-Reed and Peter S. 
Onuf: 

• The doors to Thomas Jefferson’s private chamber at 
Monticello opened out onto the main entrance hall. But a 
visitor in 1809, the year he returned to his mountaintop 
Virginia refuge for good after the presidency, noticed that 
the doors to his inner sanctum were always locked. No one 
who did not have a key could get in, and he seemed sparing 
in handing them out.



?

•THINK 
JEFFERSON…



THINK 



THERE ARE TWO WORDS THAT CHARACTERIZE
JEFFERSON’S WHOLE LIFE. THE FIRST IS

•3 Examples from 
his life:

• 1) Dinner with A. Burr

• 2) His cabinet

• 3)  Monticello





“The Peaceable Kingdom” by Edward 
Hicks 

• Jefferson  foresaw his life at 
Monticello surrounded by his 
friends and family, a  peaceful 
retreat from the world. It was 
often anything but! 

• In 1787 he wrote his daughter, 
Martha: “To your sister and 
yourself I look to render the 
evening of my life serene and 
contented.”



THE 
SECOND 
WORD IS 
ORDER



JEFFERSON’S 
TEN RULES 
FOR A GOOD 
LIFE 10. When angry, count to ten 

before you speak; if very angry, 
count to 100.

9. Always take things by their 
smooth handle.



• THE SECOND WORD IS

• ORDER



ORDER
“Oh!, blessed rage 
for order, …” 
Wallace Stevens,
The Idea of Order 
at Key West



A Manual of Parliamentary 
Practice for the Use of the 
Senate of the United States, 
written by Thomas Jefferson in 
1801, is the first American 
book on parliamentary 
procedure.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliamentary_procedure


ADAMS

PHYSIQUE: 
SHORT, FAT

EXCITABLE, 
IRASCIBLE, LACKED 
TJ’S SERENITY OF 

SPIRIT;

UNLIKE TJ, 
DIDN’T KNOW 
WHEN TO BE 

QUIET.

HIGH-STRUNG, 
NEVER AS RELAXED 
AND EASY GOING 

AS TJ.

HOWEVER, TJ USED HIS 
AFFABILITY TO KEEP 

PEOPLE AT A DISTANCE; 
FOR ADAMS, FAMILIARITY 

BRED AMIABILITY.







• Continental Congress:

• …the human wreckage Adams created went far 
beyond what one might expect from the 
inevitable petty jealousies…intensely sensitive 
and thin-skinned public figure.

• He seemed to believe that it was unnecessary 
to suffer fools gladly, but also to tell them to 
their faces that they were fools.



Passionate 
Sage

• Benjamin Rush claimed that it was the 
consensus of his contemporaries that 
Adams possessed “ more learning, 
probably, both ancient and modern, 
than any man who subscribed the 
Declaration of Independence.”

• Over the first two years of his 
presidency Adams focused his 
mounting frustrations on one man 
who became for him the embodiment 
of evil.



ALEXANDER 
HAMILTON



In an 1806 letter to his 
close friend Dr. 
Benjamin Rush, Adams 
referred to the now 
deceased Hamilton as 
“a bastard brat of a 
Scotch peddler."   



That said, according to Ellis, he was much, much more 
introspective and willing to look within to understand his 
motives than Jefferson ever was.

Adams was a living example of Socrates’ two great 
adages:

“Gnothi seauton” and “The unexamined life is not 
worth living.”







EULOGIES

Hearty frankness
Vivacity
Dignified simplicity of his deportment
A man of robust intellect and of
marked feelings
ardent temperament
great fervor, great strength

Shrewd
Quick
Philosophical
A command of his temper 
so great at all times that 
no one could discover the 
workings of his soul.



Historian Lindsay Chervinsky has said:

• “For Jefferson, 
friendships are of the 
mind;

• For Adams, friendships 
are of the heart.”



FIRST, A ROADMAP OF

•WHERE WE’RE 
GOING and

•HOW WE’RE GOING 
TO GET THERE!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://johnrogers960.blogspot.com/2013/02/the-abc-of-managing-expectations-always.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Let’s begin with some 
basic questions, viz.,

• Where did they meet?

• How friendly were they?

• What caused their 
estrangement?

• What brought them together 
again?

• How did they really feel about 
one another?











HOW THEY 
MET





First 
Continental 
Congress: 
Sept. 5 to 
Oct. 26, 1774

• …delegates from 12 of the 
13 British colonies that 
became the United States. 
Carpenters' Hall in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
after the British Navy 
instituted a blockade of 
Boston Harbor and 
Parliament passed the 
punitive Intolerable Acts in 
response to the December 
1773 Boston Tea Party.[

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carpenters%27_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intolerable_Acts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Tea_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Continental_Congress#cite_note-1


• Continental Congress:

• …the human wreckage Adams created went far 
beyond what one might expect from the 
inevitable petty jealousies…intensely sensitive 
and thin-skinned public figure.

• He seemed to believe that it was unnecessary 
to suffer fools gladly, but also to tell them to 
their faces that they were fools.





• J. Ellis:

• Adams possessed one great advantage over most of the 
other delegates to the Continental Congress. He had already 
developed a keen sense that reconciliation with England was 
highly unlikely, that war was probably unavoidable and that, 
if war should come, American military victory was virtually 
inevitable. While most of the other delegates were trying to 
find a way to avoid the American Revolution, Adams 
believed it had already begin. p.40





A Summary View of the Rights of British America 
(1774)
• A list of grievances against King George and Parliament

• Parliament has no right to govern the colonies. They were 
founded to be independent of British rule.

• No fees or rents are due the British crown.

• A long-time slave owner, he nonetheless writes: "The 
abolition of domestic slavery is the great object of desire in 
those colonies…” He goes on to allege that the colonies 
have been trying to stop the African slave trade but the king 
has hindered them from doing so.



Second Continental 
Congress: May 10, 
1775 to March 1, 
1781

• representatives from 12 of 
the colonies…shortly after 
the Battles of Lexington 
and Concord…functioned 
as a de facto national 
government at the outset 
of the Revolutionary War 
…declared independence 
from Britain on July 2, 
1776,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battles_of_Lexington_and_Concord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain






The Declaration of 
Independence…why 
Jefferson?

• 1) A great writer

• 2) A Southerner and a Virginian

• 3) Not the pain in the (Expletive 
deleted!) that Adams was!

• But who put the bee in Adams’ 
bonnet to have a southerner write 
it?





Dr. Benjamin 
Rush



• Adams predicted that "[t]he 
second day of July, 1776, will be 
the most memorable epoch in the 
history of America," and would be 
commemorated annually with 
great festivities.





Adams: Now 
what?

• In June 1776, Adams became head of the 
Board of War and Ordnance (Secretary of 
War).

• In November 1777, Adams learned that he 
was to be named commissioner to France. 
10-year-old John Quincy would go with 
Adams. He did not get along with Benjamin 
Franklin nor Arthur Lee, commissioners.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_of_War_and_Ordnance




Adams on Franklin

• His hatred of Franklin knew no bounds. 
“His whole life has been one continued 
Insult to good Manners and to Decency.”

• He was also dishonest and a liar. His 
reputation grossly exaggerated:

• “no Man that ever existed had such a 
reputation for Wisdom and such an 
Influence, with so many stupid 
questions.”



Jefferson: Now 
what?

• Jefferson was named commander of the 
Albemarle County Militia on September 26, 
1775.

• Elected to the Virginia House of Delegates. 
Finalizing the state constitution was a 
priority. For nearly three years, he assisted 
with the constitution and was especially 
proud of his Bill for Establishing Religious 
Freedom, which prohibited state support of 
religious institutions or enforcement of 
religious doctrine. The bill failed to pass, as 
did his legislation to disestablish the 
Anglican Church, but both were later 
revived by James Madison.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albemarle_County,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_House_of_Delegates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Madison


• Jefferson was elected governor for one-year 
terms in 1779 and 1780.

• General Benedict Arnold's 1781 invasion of 
Virginia, Jefferson escaped Richmond just 
ahead of the British forces, Jefferson 
escaped to Poplar Forest. When the General 
Assembly reconvened in June 1781, it 
conducted an inquiry into Jefferson's actions 
which eventually concluded that Jefferson 
had acted with honor—but he was not re-
elected.

• In April of the same year, his daughter Lucy 
died at age one. A second daughter of that 
name was born the following year, but she 
died at age three.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedict_Arnold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raid_of_Richmond
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poplar_Forest




• Sept. 6, 1782: Jefferson’s 
wife Martha dies.

• In 1784, Jefferson was 
sent by the Congress of 
the Confederation to join 
Benjamin Franklin and 
John Adams in Paris as 
Minister Plenipotentiary.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_of_the_Confederation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plenipotentiary


HOW THEY 
BONDED



Paris in the 18th Century



Jefferson on France

”Ask the traveled inhabitant of any nation, In 
what country on earth would you rather live?—
certainly in my own where are all my friends, 
my relations, and the earliest & sweetest 
affections and recollections of my life.—Which 
would be your second choice?—France.”

Jefferson was taken with the politeness of the 
French and had total admiration for their arts 
but the “empty bustle” of the French 
aristocracy and their pointless lives repulsed 
him and he contrasted that with the innocent 
simplicity of America.



Adams on France

• Adams felt the truth of Voltaire’s 
observation, “every man here 
must be either the hammer or 
the anvil.” But he told Abigail 
that he loved the French “people 
with all my heart.”



And here their 
friendship blossoms…
• Adams: Jefferson, his “old Friend,” is 

someone “in whose Abilities and Steadiness I 
always found great Cause to confide.”

• Adams is overjoyed that not only Jefferson is 
coming with his daughter Patsy (Martha) but 
so is Abigail and his daughter Nabby.

• Abigail’s presence deepens the friendship 
because she softens her husband’s 
cantankerous personality as well as 
captivating the polite and reserved Jefferson 
and enlivens their three-way conversations. 



• Jefferson was accustomed to southern belles 
who knew their place and never discussed 
politics. Abigail did. He found her to be a 
great wife and household manager but also 
intelligent, well read and politically 
knowledgeable with many opinions about 
the role and rights of women. Jefferson never 
accepted these opinions but developed great 
affection and respect for Abigail, telling 
Madison that she was “one of the most 
estimable characters on earth.” To him she 
could converse on history and philosophy 
and was no ordinary woman.



• Abigail doted on Jefferson, making 
him feel at home in her home.

• She consoled him when he learned 
that his youngest daughter had died 
in Virginia of whooping cough and 
urged him to bring his middle 
daughter, Maria, called Polly, to 
France. 



• During their time in Paris, the two 
families frequently intermingle. 

• They become so close that Adams tells 
Jefferson that he thinks of his son 
“John Quincy” as “our John 
because..he appeared to be almost as 
much your boy as mine.”

•
Rarely had Adams ever had such an 
intimate friend. Abigail tells Jefferson 
that he was “the only person with 
whom my Companion could associate 
with perfect freedom and unreserve.”



What did Adams see in Jefferson?

• Jefferson was always amiable, always a good listener, 
and, most important, always deferential to Adams.

• Adams tended to think of Jefferson as much younger than 
he actually was. Remember they are separated by only 7 
years!

• Adams trusted his reading of Jefferson’s character form 
nine years earlier. Jefferson was “a wise and prudent 
man” with an “unquenchable Thirst of Knowledge.”



• In 1787, the Adamses are in London, where John is now the 
American ambassador. There Abigail meets the nine-year-
old Polly and her fourteen-year-old mulatto maid, Sally 
Hemmings, who is accompanying her.

• Polly, who did not recognize her father from a portrait 
shown her, spends three weeks with the Adamses and 
Abigail and Polly become very attached to each other.



• Jefferson, instead of coming himself from Paris to London, 
sends his maître d’hotel (servant) to pick up Polly and Sally 
and bring them to Paris. Despite the fact that Abigail feels 
that he should have come himself, she continues to view 
him as “one of the choice ones of the earth.”



But they are still very different people!

• For e.g., both Jefferson and Adams complain that their 
salaries from Congress are insufficient to maintain their 
households but…

• The Adams make every effort to avoid going into debt: no 
evenings out, “make no suppers” and avoid every 
experience deemed not essential…

• Whereas Jefferson…



• Has no qualms about borrowing money to maintain his 
aristocratic lifestyle.

• The Adamses live on the outskirts of the city, he lives in the 
center on the Champs-Elysees.

• He keeps changing houses, once paying rent on two at the 
same time,

• Keeps remodeling them and furnishing them with the 
newest and most expensive items.



• He could scarcely refrain from sampling the vast array of 
goods that Paris offered – clothes, wine, candlesticks, 
silverware and art.

• He couldn’t stop buying books, sometimes every day for 
weeks and borrowed money to do it.



1785: Adams  becomes Minister to Great 
Britain & Jefferson replaces Franklin in Paris

• The families separate and keep in 
touch by letter. Everybody misses 
everybody!

• Via letter, Abigail and Jefferson shop 
for one another.





Jefferson to Madison 
on Adams’ faults

• Cantankerous, difficult and “careless of 
appearance.” Also “vain, irritable.”

• Still Adams is a man “of rigorous 
honesty…profound in his views and accurate in his 
judgements,”…

• “You will love him if ever you  become acquainted 
with him.”

T

https://www.mises.org.es/2017/11/la-definicion-de-la-democracia-de-madison-es-ahora-irrelevante/james-madison/


Adams & Jefferson

• 1785: Ambassador to Great 
Britain

• 1788: Returns to Mass., 
private citizen

• 1789- 1797: Vice President

• 1797-1801: President

• 1785: Minister to France

• 1789-1793: Secretary of 
State

• 1796-1801: Vice President

• 1801-1809: President



STRAINS 
ON THE 
FRIENDSHIP
• The French Revolution surfaces 

differences that had been latent 
and unacknowledged.

• 1789: Jefferson and most 
Americans welcome the 
revolution, not Adams who was 
skeptical: reconciling monarchy 
with popular government won’t 
work.

• As violence grows, Adams is 
horrified.

• Jefferson and Adams maintain 
their friendship by ignoring what 
each said and believed.




