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Getting Ready for the Spring Semester

Believe it or not, Spring is just around the corner here at the Osher Institute.
The courses have been assigned and our catalog is in the final stages of
preparation to go to the printer and is scheduled to be mailed on November
25. The spring course request period begins December 6-13, but
registration continues beyond that date. Keep an eye out for more
information via email. We will notify you: 

When the catalog mails with a reminder of the registration process
Tips for registering online, links to step by step instructions, and dates
when you can come into the office for assistance with the online
process
Parking Information

SAVE THE DATE
Osher members, mark you calendars!  Save the date for the instructor
appreciation reception on December 9. We would like to acknowledge all
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the work and preparation that our instructors put into their courses to share
their knowledge and expertise with us. Come join us to say thanks to our
instructors. 

Collecting the Civil War
Instructor Robert Jaffee is bringing the Civil War to life in his course,
Collecting the Civil War, that began last month. Each week, he displays a
variety of artifacts, including shells, buckles, and various ephemera.

Thank You For Your Service

The Osher Institute would like to
acknowledge and thank the
veterans in our membership for
their dedication to our country this
Veteran's Day, November 11. 

Osher Course Put to the Test

When I was young my teachers were the old.
I gave up fire for form til I was cold.
I suffered like a metal being cast.
I went to school to age to learn the past.



Now when I am old my teachers are the young.
What can’t be molded must be cracked and
sprung.
I strain at lessons fit to start a suture.
I go to school to youth to learn the future.

                                                                Robert
Frost

 

For many years now, I have been involved in taking courses through the
Osher Institute at the University of Richmond and William and Mary.  It has
been fun to be involved in college education again, but I never realized the
practical benefits of what I was learning until June 6th, 2019 at 4:00 in the
afternoon.

A couple of years ago, I took an Osher course called Organizing your Family
Filing System under Kevin Joyce.  Until that time, my various important
papers and documents were scattered around my house in no discernable
order or location.  Kevin taught us a system to keep all of these documents
in one file box that could be easily found in case of any kind of emergency. 
Flash forward now 2 years to my townhouse in Williamsburg.

I was lying on my couch watching TV when my wife came running in from
outside yelling “Fire, fire, we have to get out.”  My next-door neighbor’s grill
had exploded on his deck enveloping his back wall in flames which were fast
spreading to mine.  I had time to grab my wallet, car keys, and cell phone
before the Fire Marshall came and escorted me out.  For the next 6 hours,
we watched the fire burn around 80% of the inside of my house and mostly
destroy  a lifetime of possessions.  In the end though, it was mostly just
stuff – easily replaced . Finally, the firemen came up to me and asked if
there was anything inside and I remembered Kevin’s "Box" and had them
rescue that. I can’t explain to you how important saving those items was.  It
made things so much easier to restore my life to normal.

So, anytime someone tells you Osher courses aren’t practical or helpful,
think back to my townhouse fire.  Thank you Kevin – thank you Osher for
helping to rescue and restore my life.

Stew Nickerson, Osher Member 

What Are You Thankful For?
The Osher staff is thankful for our



instructors, class assistants, hosts, office
helpers, committee members and our
board who aide us in keeping the Osher
wheels turning. We couldn't do it without
you!

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving celebrating family, friends and all
the good things in life.

A Thankful Staff,
Ann, Carrie, Phoebe and Scherry

 

Tips for Better Living
By Mary Meagher, PR & Marketing Committee

Forgot where you left your cell phone, house
keys…you name it? We’ve all been there,
needing to retrace our steps to find “lost” items.

Linda Pincus was here in September this year to save us. In her three-
session September course, entitled “A Little Bit of Everything: Hot Tips and
Creative Ideas for Daily Living,” she presented a range of simple techniques
and practical ideas that help save time and effort, and avoid moments of
panic, moments such as not being able to recall whether you closed the
garage door when you left your house!

With a strong medical background as a Registered Nurse, Linda has learned
many ways people can do things more effectively. Talking about her course
she notes, “I put together many of the highlights of my experiences. I hope
my course has been a bunch of little “lights” to “brighten” the days of
others. My goal was to present ideas that will benefit my students in some
way, especially in a practical sense. Daily life is generally just that; using
practical applications of a variety of ideas.”  

Linda has been both an instructor and a member of Osher. Her courses are
interactive and she enjoys learning tips from class participants. Asked what
draws her back to Osher she said, “the people who work at Osher are so
very nice to work with. Not only did I learn from classes I attended, but also
I had the good fortune of meeting so many wonderful people.”

I took notes in Linda’s classes. But I admit, twice before going to class I
couldn’t remember where I put my notepad!
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Remember there are no
courses the week of 
November 25 - 29.

Inclement Weather
The Old Farmer’s Almanac is calling for possible snow in November, so now
is the perfect time to make yourself aware of our inclement weather policy!

The Osher Institute at William & Mary (W&M) will cancel
courses/activities/events/training for weather if “W&M University Events and
Activities” are canceled. A notice will be on the Osher Institute office voice
mail (757-221-1506). Please note, you will not be personally contacted.
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