
Sinfonicron Light Opera’s 
Upcoming Production

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute

December 7, 2021

Ken Krantz, W&M J.D. 1977

kenkrantz@aol.com



Camelot
• Words by Alan Jay Lerner

• Music by Frederick Loewe

• January 27-30

• Kimball Theater



Note on videos

In this pdf version of the original PowerPoint the YouTube links will not 
work. However, you can find them in the YouTube search function.

The 1982 HBO version from which most of the excerpts of the show in 
this presentation were drawn is available on YouTube in its entirety. You 
can find it by searching “Camelot HBO 1982” in YouTube. 



Part 1

Arthurian legends in popular 
culture



Lerner and Loewe collaborations (partial list)

•Brigadoon (Broadway, 1947)

•Paint Your Wagon (Broadway, 1951)

•My Fair Lady (Broadway, 1956)

•Gigi (Film, 1958)

•Camelot (Broadway, 1960)



Arthurian legend: Literary Sources

• Historia Regum Britanniae by Geoffrey of Monmouth (c. 1136)

• Poems of Chretien de Troyes (c.1160-80)

• Le Morte d’Arthur by Sir Thomas Mallory (1470)

• Idylls of the King by Alfred, Lord Tennyson (1859-1885)

• A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain (1889)

• The Once and Future King by T.H. White (1958)



King Arthur, history or fiction?

•We are not sure that there was a historical 
King Arthur, but If he really existed, we 
know when, Right?



The late Middle Ages, the Age of Chivalry

Days of Olde, when Knights were Bold.

They wore full plate armor . . .



. . . And competed in Jousts



. . . And sang ballades of courtlie love to 

maidens faire



. . . And went on Quests looking for the Holy 

Grail.

• If there was a historic 

King Arthur, that was his 

time period, 

• Right?



WRONG!

Sorry, but no



Sir Thomas Malory (c. 1415-1471)

Malory retold the Arthurian stories in terms of his own era: 
chivalry, jousts, feudalism, a unified English monarchy, and 
courtly love.

He also introduced the plot element of forbidden love 
between Guenevere and Lancelot into the story.



There was no King Arthur in the late middle ages

• From long before the Norman Conquest to the present day, the 
English monarchy has been well documented.

• We know the names of all of the kings of Malory’s era

• There were lots of Edwards and Henrys, several Richards and 
Williams, and even one John

• But no, repeat no, Arthur



England in Malory’s time

• When Malory was a child, England seemed well on the way to final 
victory in  the Hundred Years’ War. Henry V’s victories cemented his 
claim to the French throne.

• Henry’s unexpected death and the French military resurgence led by 
Joan of Arc prevented England from consolidating control of France.

• Under the weak Henry VI, England descended into the series of civil 
wars known as the Wars of the Roses, and lost almost all of the 
French territory that Henry V had won.

• So a story of a glorious kingdom destroyed by domestic struggles 
within a royal family had a certain resonance for Malory



The search for the historical 

Arthur goes back a thousand 

years before Malory.



Circa 400 C.E.

The declining Roman Empire 
withdrew its legions from the 
province of Britannia, leaving the 
Romano-British population to 
fend for itself in the face of 
Germanic invaders.



Here is the theory of someone who had 
his own experience with defending 
Britain from Germanic enemies:



“There looms, large, uncertain, dim but glittering, the 
legend of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table. 
Somewhere in the Island a great captain gathered the 
forces of Roman Britain and fought the barbarian invaders 
to the death. Around him, around his name and his deeds, 
shine all that romance and poetry can bestow.”

Winston Churchill,  The Birth of  Britain, 1956



To sum up:

• There may have been a Romano-British warlord who led resistance to 
the invasions of Angles and Saxons

• He may have been named Artorious, which was later anglicized to 
Arthur

• He may have established himself as king over some region of modern 
Wales and/or England, but

• If so, his kingdom was nothing like the English nation-state of 
Malory’s time



Arthurian movies: A brief filmography

Arthurian themes have been featured in films 
literally right up to the present day. As this is 
written in December 2021, Marvel’s film Eternals 
is playing in theaters, and it contains a scene set 
at the Round Table.



King Arthur (2004) 
A “historically accurate” version
• Artorious is a Roman commander of an elite cavalry unit. Their 

original mission is to defend Roman Britain from the indigenous 
northern tribes.

• Merlin is a priest, and Guenevere a warrior maiden, of those tribal 
people

• Arthur and his knights remain in Britain when the rest of the army 
withdraws

• Eventually, they make common cause with their former enemies to 
defend the island from the Germanic invaders





The 2004 film, with its attempt at 
historical accuracy, is an outlier.  The 
general attitude of Hollywood is, and 
has always been . . .



History, Shmistory.  Let’s go with the legend



So, according to legend, how did Arthur 
become king?

•He became king by 
getting the sword.

•And how did he get 
the sword?



The Sword in the Stone (1963)



King Arthur: Legend of the Sword (2017)



But maybe it wasn’t in a stone.  

Maybe he got it from the Lady of the Lake.



Monty Python and the Holy Grail (1975)



Words of wisdom

“Strange women lying in ponds distributing 
swords is no basis for a system of 
government.”

--Dennis, Monty Python and the Holy Grail



Brief digression:
Non-Arthurian Grail stories

•Wagner operas, Lohengrin and Parsifal

•Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade

•The Da Vinci Code



Excalibur (1981)



After getting the sword and becoming king, he 
established his court and gathered about him a 
group of noble knights.

Including the greatest knight of the Round Table, 
Sir Lancelot



First Knight (1995)



Another brief digression

Q: Seriously, Richard 
Gere as Lancelot? 
What’s up with that?

A: The early Nineties 
were a golden age of 
miscasting British 
literary classics. That 
was the era that gave us 
. . .



Hamlet (1990)

•Mel Gibson as Hamlet, 
and . . .



Robin Hood, Prince of Thieves (1991)

Kevin Costner as Robin 
Hood



End of brief digression
Back to the story

Now then, where were we?

Oh yes, “He gathered a group of noble knights”

Now for something completely different . . .



Spamalot (Broadway 2005) Act I Finale



King Arthur (2004) Finale



Eventually, Arthur dies. Or does he?
The Once . . . (And Future?) . . .King?

“Yet some men say in many parts of England that King 
Arthur is not dead, but had by the will of our Lord Jesu into 
another place; and men say that he shall come again, and 
he shall win the holy cross.”

Thomas Malory, Le Morte d’Arthur



Excalibur finale



Jackie (2016) Video montage
Richard Burton, from the Original Cast Album



Part 2

Camelot on Broadway



Original production

• Out of town tryouts in Toronto and 
Boston

• Opened in New York December 3, 
1960

• Closed January 5, 1963, after 873 
performances

• Four Tonys, including Lead Actor

• Cast Album spent 6 weeks at #1



Richard Burton as King Arthur



Julie Andrews as Queen Guenevere



Robert Goulet as Sir Lancelot



Film version, 1967

• Richard Harris as Arthur

• Vanessa Redgrave as Guenevere

• Franco Nero as Lancelot



Significant revivals

• 1980 Broadway with Burton as Arthur, Christine Ebersole as 
Guenevere, and Richard Muenz as Lancelot

• Filmed for HBO in 1982 with Richard Harris, Meg Bussert, and 
Muenz 

• 1993 with Goulet as Arthur



Camelot overture



• In the Forties and Fifties, the term “musical comedy” came to seem 
less appropriate, as shows took on more and more serious themes.

• “Musical play” never really caught on, and eventually the noun was 
dropped and the adjective became the noun.

• Just as “microwave ovens” have become “microwaves” and “laptop 
computers” have become “laptops, “musical comedies” became 
“musicals.”

• But every now and then there is a show that can legitimately be 
called . . . .



A Musical Tragedy

Elements of the Greek theory of tragedy:

An admirable, high-status protagonist

Who is brought down by a tragic flaw

Resulting in catharsis in the audience



Opening scene

The English army is encamped before a castle. King 
Arthur discusses plans for an upcoming battle that he 
clearly does not wish to fight. He calls on the long 
absent Merlin to help him understand how he got into 
this terrible situation.  His memory goes back . . .



“I wonder what the king is doing tonight”

Flashback: The young King is to be united in an arranged marriage with 
the Lady Guenevere. Nervous at the prospect, he has fled the court and 
hidden in a tree. 

Meanwhile, the lady has escaped from her escorts and arrives at the 
very same tree.



Where Are the Simple Joys of Maidenhood?



The “Simple Joys”

• “Shall a feud not begin for me, shall kith not kill their kin for 
me?”

• “Shall two knights never tilt for me, and let their blood be 
spilt for me?”

• “Shall I not be on a pedestal, worshipped and competed for?

Not be carried off or, better still, cause a little war?”

Foreshadow much?



When Arthur Met Guenvere

• He introduces himself by his childhood nickname, Wart. She finds the 
shy young man quite charming, and confides in him her reluctance to 
marry King Arthur.

• “Wart” tries to convince her of what a special place Camelot is



The title song



•People from the court show up, and 
Guenevere realizes, to her shock, that 
“Wart” is actually her intended bridegroom, 
King Arthur

•Arthur tells her about the sword in the 
stone and, knowing how she feels about the 
wedding, does the honorable thing:



Original cast, Title song reprise



Time passes . . .

• Arthur and Guenevere decide to create a new order of knighthood, 
devoted to virtue, justice,  and protection of the weak. “Not might is 
right, but might for right.”

• This noble cause attracts knights from far and wide to the Round 
Table

• Including the idealistic young French aristocrat, Lancelot Du Lac



C’est moi Goulet audio



C’est moi verse 2 (1967 film)



An acting challenge

• Lancelot can come across as a pretentious braggart 
(which is what Guenevere and the rest of the court 
take him for)

• But there should be a matter-of-fact innocence about 
his extreme self-regard

• Also, there’s an old saying “It’s not bragging if you can 
do it.”



C’estmoi, Rhyme pattern

C'est moi! C'est moi, I'm forced to admit.
'Tis I, I humbly reply.
That mortal who these marvels can do,
C'est moi, c'est moi, 'tis I.

I've never lost, in battle or game, I'm simply the best by far.
When swords are crossed ‘tis always the same: one blow and au revoir!

C'est moi! C'est moi! So admirably fit!

A French Prometheus unbound!



Lancelot and Arthur meet

• There is a misunderstanding and brief combat

• Lancelot discovers to his horror that he fought with the king that he 
has come to serve

• Arthur, impressed with the young man’s skill and idealism, brings him 
to Camelot, where a celebration is in progress



The Lusty Month of May



• Guenevere and the entire court find the newcomer arrogant and 
boastful, and decide to take him down a peg

• She encourages the three best jousters to challenge him at the next 
tournament

• Everyone is sure that fighting three knights will prove too much for 
him, but

• He defeats them all, and

• The last one is accidentally killed



Lancelot’s prayer



Julie Andrews interview on the 
Lancelot/Guenevere relationship



Lancelot is knighted



The “Proposition” Speech

• Left alone onstage, Arthur gives vent to his jealous 
fury, but then . . .

• Works his way past his rage, reasoning as Merlin had 
taught him, from premises to conclusion, and . . .

• Rejects the instinct for vengeance, eventually 
concludes that somehow he, and they, will get 
through it.





“This is the time of King Arthur, and 
we reach for the stars. This is the 
time of King Arthur, and violence is 
not strength, and compassion is not 
weakness.    We are civilized!”



How they will live through it

• Lancelot and Guenevere will not act on their feelings

• Arthur will not attempt to take vengeance

• Whenever Arthur leaves Camelot, one of them will accompany him

But none of this is stated explicitly



Instead of following their passions, they 
decide to do what is right.

Does this remind you of 
anything?

Here’s what it reminds 
me of . . . .



“We both know you belong with Victor”



Goulet: If Ever I Would Leave You



If Ever I Would Leave You: Rehearsal footage



Arthur’s son Mordred, born out of 
wedlock before he met Guenevere, 
shows up, intent on making trouble.



Roddy McDowell as Mordred



•Contemplating the difficulties that they 
face, Arthur and Guenevere have one final 
light-hearted moment before the final 
catastrophe, as they wonder . . .



What Do the Simple Folk Do? (last verse)





Mordred’s trap is sprung

• While Arthur is hunting in the woods, Mordred baits him, urging him 
to test Guenevere and Lancelot.

• Arthur sends word to the castle that he will remain on the hunt all 
night

• Lancelot goes to Guenevere’s room

• Where Mordred shows up to arrest them both for treason



Escape and rescue



We return to the opening scene

• His knights demand revenge for their comrades slain in Lancelot’s 
rescue of Guenevere. And so he has journeyed to France.

• Arthur, preparing for the battle he does not want, finds a young boy 
who has stowed away on the ships. The boy wants to fight in the 
upcoming battle.

• He knights the boy Sir Tom of Warwick, and gives him his orders:



Finale: Tom of Warwick



Despair, and redemptive hope 

• Arthur feels himself doomed to fight a pointless 
battle, but draws hope. 

• Through the tales that Sir Tom of Warwick will tell, the 
story of what he, and Guenevere, and Lancelot, tried 
to achieve will live on. 

• “This is my victory. What we did will be remembered.”



Finale: Richard Burton 1978 concert 
performance



The End

(See you at the Kimball next month)


