
Pocahontas ‘saving the life’ of Capt. John Smith (January 1608)
1870 painting; Library of Congress; Prints & Photographs Division, LC-USZC4-3368



‘Smith rescued by Pocahontas’
Edward Henry Corbould (1815-1905)



James Horn (2007) Imperfect understandings: Rumor, knowledge, and uncertainty in early 
Virginia, in The Atlantic World and Virginia, 1550-1624 (Peter C. Mancall, ed.), 513-540. 

University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill.  596pp. 

Prior to Captain John Smith’s release in January 1608, 
Smith agreed to Chief Powhatan’s terms

(i) English would abandon Jamestown and relocate to Capahowasike.

(ii) Powhatan promised to provide the English with corn, venison, 
and other food in exchange for hatchets, copper, and weapons.

(iii) The English would be safe if they acknowledged being 
subordinate people within the Powhatan’s chiefdom.



When Capt. Christopher Newport returned to Jamestown with 
the 2nd supply mission on 1 October 1608, he had instructions

to obtain a formal recognition by Chief Powhatan
of King James I’s sovereignty. 

Powhatan replied, “If your king has sent me presents, I am also a king, and 
this is my land. Eight days I will stay to receive them. … Your father is to 
come to me, not I to him nor to your fort, neither will I bite at such bait.” 

Quest for cultural supremacy 

Captain Newport sent an invitation for Powhatan to come 
to Jamestown to receive the gifts from King James I.

“But a foul trouble there was to make him kneel to receive his crown … 
At last by leaning hard on his shoulders he a little stooped, and three 
having the crown in their hands put it on his head … Then remembering 
himself to congratulate their kindness, he gave his old shoes and his 
mantle to Captain Newport.” 
John Smith (1624) The General History of Virginia, New England, and the Summer 

Isles. Book 3, Chapter 7. 



https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/engraving-shows-christopher-newport-as-he-offers-a-crown-news-photo/51106142?adppopup=true

Crowning of Chief Powhatan (1545 - 1618)
in October 1608 by Capt. Christopher Newport

(1754 engraving    Getty image    Keen Collection)

https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/engraving-shows-christopher-newport-as-he-offers-a-crown-news-photo/51106142?adppopup=true


Powhatan’s cloak 
(Gift to Capt. Newport in October 1608)

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, England



Captain John Smith disagreed 
with the coronation of Chief Powhatan

“For the coronation of Powhatan – by whose advice you sent him 
such presents I do not know, … we had his (Powhatan’s) favor much 
better for a plain piece of copper till this stately kind of soliciting 
made him so much overvalue himself that he respected us as much 
as nothing at all.”   (John Smith, Book 3, Chapter VII in 1624)

Rev. Samuel Purchas in 1625 wrote: 
“Smith and Newport may by their examples teach the just course to be 
taken:  … the one breeding awe and dread … the other disgraced in 
seeking to grace with those which are graceless.” 
“… but in a middle path to go and do that they may admire and fear us as 
those whom God, religion, civility, and art have made so far superior,…” 
“… gentleness and unequal equity makes them proud and treacherous, as 
woeful experience hath taught us in the late massacre (in 1622).”

Edward W. Haile (1998) Jamestown Narratives: Eyewitness Accounts of the Virginia Colony: 
The First Decade: 1607 – 1617. Round House, Champlain, VA.  947pp.



http://www.virginiaplaces.org/transportation/shiptransport.html
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3rd resupply mission
Commanded by Sir Thomas Gates 

departed England for Jamestown on 2 June 1609 
with the following instructions from the Virginia Company

(i) Continue searching for South Seas and gold/silver mines

(ii) Trade with Indians

(iii) Indians must become tributaries to the English

(iv) English colonists should develop export items (e.g., wines, iron, pitch)

(v) Jamestown was not sustainable and should be reduced to a small garrison 
(vi) A new settlement should be constructed either on a small river (e.g., west 

of Fall Line) or far inland along Roanoke River (e.g., Ocanahowan)  



3rd resupply mission 
❖ Captain Samuel Argall left England on 15 May 1609 aboard the Mary and John about           

2 weeks ahead of the other eight ships of the 3rd resupply fleet using a shorter route to 
Jamestown along the 30th parallel. The other eight ships departed England on 2 June 1609.

❖ Argall arrived at Jamestown on 23 July 1609 with a small quantity of supplies. 
❖ Two days later (25 July 1609), the eight other ships in the 3rd resupply fleet encountered a 

hurricane that scattered the ships. Sea Venture with most of the supplies was wrecked on 
Bermuda. Seven ships eventually arrived at Jamestown with ~400 passengers but few 
supplies on 11 August (Blessing, Falcon, Lion, and Unitie), 18 August (Diamond  and
Swallow), and 3 October 1609 (Virginia).  

❖ Four of the ships (Blessing, Diamond, Falcon, and Unitie) sailed for England on                     
14 October 1609 with a badly injured John Smith (assassination attempt?)

John Smith delivered a report to the Treasurer and Council of Virginia
“When you send again I entreat you rather send but thirty 

carpenters, husbandmen, gardeners, fishermen, blacksmiths, 
masons, and diggers-up of trees’ roots, well provided, than a 

thousand of such as we have. For except we be able both to lodge 
them and feed them, the most will consume with want of necessaries 

before they can be made good for anything.”



George Percy  (1580 - 1627)



First Anglo-Powhatan War  (1609 - 1613)
Painting by Sidney E. King

http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1622

http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1622


Data from …Carville Earle (1979) Environment, disease, and mortality in early 
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John J. McCusker and Russell R. Menard (1985) The Economy of British 
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Lyon Gardiner Tyler (1904) The American Nation: A History, Vol. 4, England in 
America. Harper and Brothers Publishers, New York. 397pp.

1st Anglo-Powhatan War

Starving time!



❖Thomas Gates and John Rolfe (with tobacco 
seeds) finally arrived in Jamestown on              

23 May 1610 (horrific conditions).  

❖Jamestown was abandoned on 9 June 1610. 

❖4th resupply mission with Sir Thomas West, 
Lord De La Warr arrived on 10 June 1610. 

Miraculous events



4th resupply mission
Gov. Thomas West with three ships (‘De La Warr’, ‘Blessing of 

Plymouth’, and ‘Hercules of Rye’) departed England on 
1 April 1610. The fleet arrived at Jamestown on 10 June 1610 

with supplies, passengers, and 150 soldiers.

During the interval of April - August 1611, 8 supply ships arrived in Jamestown.



Booklet published by 
William Strachey in 1612



Laws Divine, Moral, and Martial  (37)
(Enforced from May 1610 by Thomas Gates to April 1619 by Samuel Argall)

#1 – 5: Speaking against heavenly or royal authority. Penalty of death
#6: Breaking the Sabbath. Penalty of death.
#7: Duties of ministers described.
#8: Murder: Penalty of death.
#9: Adultery and Rape: Penalty of death.
#10: Robbery of Church or Store: Penalty of death.
#11: Untruthful oath or bearing false witness: Penalty of death.
#12-13: Speaking harshly against officials of the church or colony: Penalty of death.
#14: Speaking harsh words against another colonist: Tied head to feet for 1 month at night.
#15: Unlawful trade with Indians. Penalty of death.
#16: Robbery of Indians who come to trade items.  Penalty of death.
#17: Embezzlement by merchants. Penalty of death.
#18: Theft of items from deceased individual. Penalty of several whippings.
#19: No unauthorized sale of metallic tools to leave the colony. Penalty of several whippings.



#20: Mariners who sell items at outrageous prices. Penalty of death.
#21: Unauthorized killing of domestic animals (e.g., cattle, poultry). Penalty of death.
#22: Disposing of unclean water anywhere within the fort. Penalty of whipping.
#23: Theft or willingly breaking a tool. Penalty of whipping.
#24: Edged tools must be returned to the storehouse. Penalty of severe punishment.
#25: Homes are kept clean, and beds are at least 3 feet above ground. Answer to the Court.
#26: Tradesman must work each day. Penalty up to 3 years of hard labor.
#27: Overseers of laborers ensure that work is done. Answer to the Court.
#28: Laborers work in morning and afternoon. Penalty up to 1 year of hard labor.
#29: Any colonist who joins the Indians. Penalty of death.
#30: Treason, or knowledge of, against the colony. Penalty of death.
#31: Theft or damage to a garden. Penalty of death.
#32: Desertion of the colony by sailing to England. Penalty of death.
#33: Loss of religious faith. Penalty of several whippings.
#34: Theft of laundry by a launderer. Penalty of whipping and imprisonment.
#35: Unauthorized departure of vessel belonging to the colony. Penalty of death.
#36: No colonist to sell items to sailors for transport out of the colony. Penalty of death.
#37: Dishonesty among bakers and cooks. Penalty up to 3 years of hard labor.

Laws Divine, Moral, and Martial  (37)
(Enforced from May 1610 by Thomas Gates to April 1619 by Samuel Argall)



Military engagements, 1609-1614

Frederick Fausz (1990) An “abundance of blood shed on 
both sides”: England’s first Indian war, 1609-1614.

Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 98 (1), 3-56.



The Abduction of Pocahontas  (April 1613)    Jean-Léon Gérôme Ferris



Marriage of Pocahontas and John Rolf
Painting by Sidney E. King (1906-2004)



Excerpts from letters 
regarding the marriage of John Rolfe and Pocahontas

Gov. Thomas Dales’ letter to ‘My Most Esteemed Friend’, Rev. D. M. in London 
on 18 June 1614

“Powhatan’s daughter I caused to be carefully instructed in Christian religion, … 
and is since married to an English gentleman of good understanding, as by his letter 
unto me containing the reasons for his marriage of her you may perceive, another 
knot to bind this peace the stronger. … She lives civilly and lovingly with him, and I 
trust will increase in goodness as the knowledge of God increaseth in her.”

Rev. Alexander Whitakers’ letter to Minister Gouge in London
on 18 June 1614

“… one Pocahontas, or Matoaka, the daughter of Powhatan, is married to an 
honest and discreet English gentleman, Master Rolfe; and that after she had 
openly renounced her country idolatry, confessed the faith of Jesus Christ, and 
was baptized – which Thomas Dale had labored a long time to ground in her.”

Edward W. Haile (1998) Jamestown Narratives: Eyewitness Accounts of the Virginia Colony: 
The First Decade: 1607 – 1617. Round House, Champlain, VA.  947pp.



Pocahontas (ca. 1596 - March 1617)
{Painting by unknown artist based on 
Simon van de Passe's 1616 engraving}

National Portrait Gallery, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C



Monument to Pocahontas at St. George’s Church
in Gravesend, England





https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=CACCD56C-155D-451F-678767747FFC06FF

Tobacco Production
Sidney E. King, Colonial National Historical Park, National Park Service

https://www.nps.gov/media/photo/view.htm?id=CACCD56C-155D-451F-678767747FFC06FF
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Headright system  (1618-1699)

50 acres of land were awarded to the person who 
paid the transportation cost of the emigrant 
(i.e., indentured servant; enslaved African); 

not to the settler.  
This was the major means of distributing 

virgin lands in 17th century Virginia.
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First General Assembly  
Painting by Sydney E. King

30 June 1619



Arrival of the first enslaved Africans in Virginia
Painting by Sydney E. King

20 August 1619



First two years (May 1607 - late 1609)
Starving Time (Oct. 1609 - May 1610)
1st Anglo-Powhatan War (1609 - 1613)

Peace of Pocahontas (1613 - 1622)
Initial exports of tobacco (1616)

Death of Pocahontas (1617)
Death of Chief Powhatan (1618)
Start of headright system (1618)

Arrival of 20 enslaved Africans (1619)
Start of 2nd Anglo-Powhatan War (1622-1634)



Camilla Townsend (2011) Mutual appraisals: The shifting paradigms of the English, 
Spanish, and Powhatans in Tsenacomoco, 1560-1622, in Early Modern Virginia: 

Reconsidering the Old Dominion (Douglas Bradburn and John C. Coombs, eds.), p. 57-89. 
University of Virginia Press, Charlottesville. 350pp.

“The Spaniard knew too much and the Indian too little 
to be able to see the long term clearly.  They would each 

learn their error in the next fifteen years,… 
but by then it would be too late.  

In the interstices of their shifting paradigms, 
Jamestown was forged.”

Philip III of Spain
(1578 - 1621)

Chief Powhatan
(1545 - 1618)
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