
The Dead Sea Scrolls

Part II
Messianic Expectations



Messianic Expectations in the Scrolls

• The Righteous One / the Messenger (Malachi)–
the  prophet promised by Moses would prepare the 
people for the end times as the first sign.

• The Prince of Light – the Davidic king who would 
lead the sons of light in the final battle and 
establish the Kingdom of God.

• The Priestly Messiah – the Interpreter of the Law 
– a co-leader who would purify the altar of God.

• The Heavenly Prince --Enoch /Melchizedek as the 
Son of Man would be the final judge.



Rules of the Community 

The holy ones [Essenoi] . . . shall depart from 
none of the counsels of the Law to walk in the 
stubbornness of their hearts, but shall be ruled 
by the primitive precepts in which the men of 
the community were first instructed until there 
shall come the Prophet and the Messiahs of 
Aaron and Israel.

Community Rule IX



I.  The Mosaic Prophet 

“And the Lord said to me (Moses) . . . I will 
raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their brethren; and I will put my 
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
them all that I command him. If anyone 
does not listen to my words that the Prophet 
speaks in my name, I myself will call him 
into account.”

Deuteronomy 18: 18-19



The Prophet as Messenger of the New 
Covenant

Malachi 3: 1-2  “Behold, I send my messenger 
to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple; the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts.  But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears?”



The Return of Elijah is the First Sign 

“For Behold, the day comes, burning like an oven, 
when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
[destroyed]. . . But for you who fear my name the 
sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in 
its/his wings . . . And you shall tread down the 
wicked . . . on the day when I act, says the Lord of 
hosts. . . . Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord comes.”                                  Malachi 4: 1-5   



The Healing Messiah

“The heavens and the earth will listen to His 
messiah . . . Over the poor His spirit will 
hover and will renew the faithful with His 
power . . . He who liberates the captives, 
restores sight to the blind, straightens the 
bent . . . And the Lord (Adonai) will 
accomplish glorious things which have 
never been accomplished  . . . For He will 
heal the wounded, revive the dead and bring 
good news to the poor.”     Fragment 4Q521



II.  The Messianic King

Psalm 2:  “Why do the nations conspire and 
the peoples plot in vain?  The kings of the 
earth . . . Gather together against the LORD
and his Anointed One.  The One is Heaven 
laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  Then he 
rebukes them in his anger. . . saying, “I have 
installed my King on Zion, my holy hill. 



The Messianic King of Psalm 2 
(continued)

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:
He said to me, “You are my Son;  today I 

have become your Father . . . I will make 
the nations of the world your inheritance, 
the ends of the earth your possession.  You 
will rule them with an iron scepter; you will 
dash them to pieces of pottery . . . .”



The Messianic King of Psalm 110: 1-3

The LORD says to my Lord (Adonai):         
“Sit at my right hand, till I make your 
enemies your footstool.

The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty 
scepter, rule in the midst of your foes!

Your people will offer themselves freely on 
the day you lead your host in holy array.”                    



Who was “my Lord (Adonai)?”

And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, 
“How can the scribes say that the Messiah 
is the son of David?  David himself, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, declared,

‘The LORD said to my Lord (Adonai) . . . .’ 
[Since] David himself calls him (the 
Messiah) Lord, how can he be David’s 
son?”                                  Mark 12: 35-37



A Shared Messianic Rule? 

“He will be called Son of God, and they will 
call him Son of the Most High.  Like sparks 
of a vision, so will their kingdom be;  they
will rule several years over the earth and 
crush everything . . . Until the people of 
God arise and make everyone rest from the 
sword.  His kingdom will be an eternal 
kingdom, clad in truth and righteousness. . . 
and the sword will cease on earth.” 

Dead Sea Scroll 4Q246



III.  A Priestly Messiah Will Also Lead
-- Psalm 110 (continued)

“The LORD has sworn and will not change his 
mind, “You are a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchizedek.

The Lord (Adonai) is at you right hand; he 
will shatter the kings on the day of his 
wrath.  He will execute judgment among the 
nations, filling them with corpses . . . .” 

Psalm 110: 4 –6



Melchizedek?

• Genesis 14: 17-24.  Melchizedek, the king 
of Salem, is described as a “priest of God 
Most High” who brought out bread and 
wine to bless the patriarch Abraham.  “And 
Abram gave him a tenth of everything.”

• He was thus a “priest” or holy man, but not 
a “son of Aaron” – he was not even a Jew 
(i.e., son of Abraham), but a bar nasha /
“son of Man.”   



IV. The Heavenly Prince: “One Like A 
Son of Man”
“I saw in the night visions, and behold, one 

like a son of man (bar nasha), and he came 
to the Ancient of Days and was presented 
before him.  And to him was given 
dominion and glory and kingdom, that all 
the peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away . . . .” 
Daniel 7: 13-14



The Five Ages of Daniel’s Prophecy

1. Babylonians: “one like a lion with eagle’s 
wings”

2. Medes: “one like a bear”
3. Persians: “one like a leopard” with four 

wings and four heads
4. Alexander the Great and the Greeks: a 

mighty beast with ten horns and iron teeth
5. A Heavenly Kingdom of the “son of man”
Problem: what about the Roman conquest?



Enoch as the Son of Man (bar nasha)

• Genesis 5: 21-24:  Enoch, the father of the 
long-lived Methuselah, was the seventh 
generation from Adam.  After he had lived 
365 yrs., “Enoch walked with God; then he 
was no more because God took him away.”

• In the 1st and 2nd century B.C. the Books of 
Enoch developed the legend in the Greek 
tradition of Enoch’s adventures in Heaven.



The Return of Enoch as the Final Judge

• Enoch, because he had been a righteous man, was 
taken into Heaven, where he sat at the right hand 
of God and became an advocate for humankind.  
He was told that he was a/the messiah and would 
return to earth in triumph as the final judge.

• Jude 14:  “Enoch, the seventh from Adam 
prophesied . . . ‘See the Lord is coming with 
thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to 
judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly acts 
. . . .’ ”



The Heavenly Prince Melchizedek

And it shall be proclaimed at the end of days 
concerning the captives, as he [Isaiah] said, 
“to proclaim liberty to the captives.” Its 
interpretation is that he will assign them to the 
Sons of Heaven and the inheritance of 
Melchizedek; for he will call their lot amid the 
portions of Melchizedek, who will return to 
them there and will proclaim to them liberty, 
forgiving them their wrong-doings of all their 
iniquities. Scroll 11 Q 13    



Midrash Explaining the Final Judgment 

As for that which he said, “How long will you 
defend the unjust and show partiality to the 
wicked (Psalm 82:2)?  Its interpretation is that 
. . . Melchizedek will avenge the vengeance of 
the judgments of God . . . And he will drag 
from the hand of Belial [the Prince of 
Darkness] and from the hand of all the spirits 
of his lot.  And all the “gods of justice” will 
come to his aid to attend to the destruction of  
Belial.                     Scroll 11 Q 13 (continued)
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