
CWA-THE HOLOCAUST: CONFRONTING THE PERPETRATORS 
 
Primary Sources: Nazi Anti-Jewish Policies and Actions (Documents from the Shoah Resource Center, 
www.yadvashem.org,  Documents edited for classroom use.) 
 
BY THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST PARTY  (Orders for the boycott of Jewish establishments, April 1, 1933) 
 
An Order to the Whole Party! 
 
The following order is accordingly issued to all Party offices and Party organizations. 
 
Point 1: Action Committees for the Boycott against the Jews 
 
In every local branch and organizational section of the NSDAP [National-Socialist German Workers’ Party] Action 
Committees are to be formed immediately for the practical systematic implementation of a boycott of Jewish shops, 
Jewish goods, Jewish doctors and Jewish lawyers. The Action Committees are responsible for making sure that the 
boycott will not affect innocent persons, but will hit the guilty all the harder. 
 
Point 2: Maximum Protection for all Foreigners 
 
The Action Committees are responsible for ensuring maximum protection for all foreigners, without regard to their 
religion, origin or race. The boycott is solely a defensive measure, directed exclusively against the German Jews. 
 
Point 3: Propaganda for the Boycott 
 
The Action Committees will immediately use propaganda and information to popularize the boycott. The principle 
must be that no German will any longer buy from a Jew, or allow Jews or their agents to recommend goods. The 
boycott must be general. It must be carried out by the whole nation and must hit the Jews in their most sensitive 
spot. 
 
Point 5: Supervision of Newspapers 
 
The Action Committees will scrutinize newspapers most stringently with a view to observing the extent to which 
they take part in the information campaign against Jewish atrocity propaganda abroad.* If any newspaper fails to do 
this or does so to a limited extent only, then they are to be excluded immediately from every house in which 
Germans live. No German person and no German business may place advertisements in such newspapers. They [the 
newspapers] must be subjected to public contempt, as written for members of the Jewish race, and not for the 
German people. 
 
Point 8: The Boycott Will Start on April 1! 
 
The boycott is not to begin piecemeal, but all at once; all preparations to this end are to be made immediately. 
Orders will go out to the SA and SS to post guards outside Jewish stores from the moment that the boycott comes 
into force, in order to warn the public against entering the premises. The start of the boycott will be made known 
with the aid of posters, through the press and by means of leaflets, etc. The boycott will start all at once at exactly 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 1. It will continue until the Party leadership orders its cancellation. 
 
Point 9: Mass [meetings] to Demand the Numerus Clausus! 
 
The Action Committees will immediately organize tens of thousands of mass meetings, reaching down to the 
smallest village, at which the demand will be raised for the introduction of a limited quota for the employment of 
Jews in all professions, according to their proportion in the German population. In order to increase the impact of 
this step the demand should be limited to three areas for the time being: a) attendance at German high schools and 
universities; b) the medical profession; c) the legal profession. 
 
Point 10: The Need for Explanations Abroad 
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The Action Committees also have the task of ensuring that every German who has any kind of connections abroad 
will make use of these in letters, telegrams and telephone calls. He must spread the truth that calm and order reign in 
Germany, that the German people has no more ardent wish to go about its work in peace and to live in peace with 
the rest of the world, and that its fight against the Jewish atrocity propaganda is solely a defensive struggle. 
 
Point 11: Quiet, Discipline and No Violence! 
 
The Action Committees are responsible for ensuring that this entire struggle is carried out in complete calm and with 
absolute discipline. In future, too, do not harm a hair on a Jew’s head! We will deal with this atrocity campaign 
simply through the incisive weight of the measures listed. More than ever before it is now necessary for the whole 
Party to stand in blind obedience, as one man, behind the leadership.... 
 
Voelkischer Beobachter (Sueddeutsche Ausgabe), No. 88, March 29, 1933. 
 
* This was the phrase used by the Nazis for press accounts of atrocities against Jews in the Third Reich. 
 
 
RIOTS OF KRISTALLNACHT  ("Night of the Broken Glass.") 
 
          HEYDRICH’S INSTRUCTIONS, NOVEMBER 1938 
 
Secret: Copy of Most Urgent telegram from Munich, of November 10, 1938, 1:20 A.M. 
 
To: All Headquarters and Stations of the State Police; All districts and Sub-districts of the SD 
      Urgent! For immediate attention of Chief or his deputy! 
 
Re: Measures against Jews tonight 
 
Following the attempt on the life of Secretary of the Legation vom Rath in Paris, demonstrations against the Jews 
are to be expected in all parts of the Reich in the course of the coming night, November 9/10, 1938. The instructions 
below are to be applied in dealing with these events: 
 
1. The Chiefs of the State Police, or their deputies, must immediately upon receipt of this telegram contact, by 
telephone, the political leaders in their areas – Gauleiter or Kreisleiter who have jurisdiction in their districts and 
arrange a joint meeting with the inspector or commander of the Order Police to discuss the arrangements for the 
demonstrations. At these discussions the political leaders will be informed that the German Police has received 
instructions, detailed below, from the Reichsfuehrer SS and the Chief of the German Police, with which the political 
leadership is requested to coordinate its own measures: 
 

a) Only such measures are to be taken as do not endanger German lives or property (i.e., synagogues are to 
be burned down only where there is no danger of fire in neighboring buildings). 
b) Places of business and apartments belonging to Jews may be destroyed but not looted. The police is 
instructed to supervise the observance of this order and to arrest looters. 
c) In commercial streets particular care is to be taken that non-Jewish businesses are completely protected 
against damage. 
d) Foreign citizens – even if they are Jews – are not to be molested. 

 
2. On the assumption that the guidelines detailed under para. 1 are observed, the demonstrations are not to be 
prevented by the Police, which is only to supervise the observance of the guidelines. 
 
5. As soon as the course of events during the night permits the release of the officials required, as many Jews in all 
districts – especially the rich – as can be accommodated in existing prisons are to be arrested. For the time being 
only healthy male Jews, who are not too old, are to be detained. After the detentions have been carried out the 
appropriate concentration camps are to be contacted immediately for the prompt accommodation of the Jews in the 
camps. Special care is to be taken that the Jews arrested in accordance with these instructions are not ill-treated.... 
 
                                                   signed Heydrich, SS Gruppenfuehrer 
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FOLLOWING KRISTALLNACHT 
 
Stenographic Report of the Meeting on the Jewish Question held under the Chairmanship of Field Marshal Goering  
in the Reich Air Ministry at 11 A.M. on November 12, 1938 (Note: I have edited this for class use) 
 
Goering: Gentlemen! Today’s meeting is of decisive importance. I have received a letter on the Fuehrer’s orders by 
the Head of Staff of the Fuehrer’s deputy, Bormann, with instructions that the Jewish Question is to be summed up 
and coordinated once and for all and solved one way or another. A phone call from the Fuehrer to me yesterday 
again gave me instructions that decisive coordinated steps must now be outlined. 
 
As the problem is in the main a large-scale economic matter, it is from this angle that it will have to be tackled. This 
will, of course, produce a number of legal measures, in the jurisdiction of the Justice Minister as well as the Minister 
of Interior; and then the resultant propaganda measures which fall into the area of the Propaganda Minister; and of 
course also measures by the Finance Minister and Economics Minister. 
 
At the meeting at which this question was discussed for the first time and it was decided to Aryanize the German 
economy, to get the Jew out of the economy, to make them debtors on a pension, we unfortunately only made very 
fine plans, but then dragged our feet in following them up.... 
 
Funk: The decisive question is whether the Jewish stores will have to be reopened or not? 
 
Goering: That depends on the extent to which these Jewish stores have a relatively large turnover. If that is the case 
it is a sign that the German people are simply forced to buy there although it is a Jewish store, because there is a 
need. If all the Jewish stores that are shut now were to be shut before Christmas many would go empty-handed. 
 
Fischboeck: We already have a precise plan for this in Austria, Mr. Field Marshal General. … 12,000 or 14,000 of 
17,000 businesses would be closed and the rest Aryanized or transferred to the State Trustee. 
 
Goering: I must say that this proposal is marvelous. Then the whole business would really be cleared out by 
Christmas or the end of the year in Vienna, one of the chief Jewish cities, so to say. 
 
Funk: We can do it here [in Germany] too. I have prepared a Regulation for this matter which states that from 
January 1, 1939, Jews are forbidden to operate retail stores and commission agencies, or to operate independent 
artisans’ businesses. They are also forbidden to hire employees for this purpose, to offer such services, to advertise 
them or to accept orders. Where any Jewish trade is carried out it will be closed by the Police.  
 
Heydrich: After all the elimination of the Jew from economic life, in the end there is still always the basic problem 
of getting the Jew out of Germany. May I make a few suggestions in this connection? 
 
Following a suggestion made by the Reichskommissar we have set up a Reich Central Office for Jewish Emigration 
in Vienna* with the aid of which we have taken at least 50,000 Jews away from Austria, while only 19,000 Jews 
were taken out of the Reich during the same period. It was made possible by coordination between the Ministry of 
Economics, which was responsible, and the foreign aid organizations…. At least 45,000 Jews got away by legal 
means. 
 
Goering: How was that possible? 
 
Heydrich: Through the Jewish Community Council we took a certain sum off the rich Jews who wanted to 
emigrate. That was how it was done. With this money and some additional foreign currency it was then possible to 
get out a number of poor Jews. After all, the problem is not to get the rich Jews out, but the Jewish mob. 
 
Goering: The second point is the following. If the German Reich should in the near future become involved in 
conflict abroad then it is obvious that we in Germany will first of all make sure of settling accounts with the Jews. 
Apart from that the Fuehrer is now at last to make a major move abroad, starting with the Powers which have 
brought up the Jewish question, in order really to get around to the Madagascar solution. He explained this to me in 
detail on November9. There is no longer any other way. He is also going to say to the other nations: "Why do you 
keep talking about the Jews? – Take them!..." 
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FROM A SPEECH BY FRANK# ON THE EXTERMINATION OF THE JEWS, DECEMBER 
16, 1941 
 
#Hans Frank, Nazi Germany’s leading lawyer and head of the Government-General of occupied 
Poland during the War. 
 
...One way or another – I will tell you that quite openly – we must finish off the Jews. The 
Fuehrer put it into words once: should united Jewry again succeed in setting off a world war, 
then the blood sacrifice shall not be made only by the peoples driven into war, but then the Jew 
of Europe will have met his end. I know that there is criticism of many of the measures now 
applied to the Jews in the Reich. There are always deliberate attempts to speak again and again 
of cruelty, harshness, etc.; this emerges from the reports on the popular mood. I appeal to you: 
before I now continue speaking first agree with me on a formula: we will have pity, on principle, 
only for the German people, and for nobody else in the world. The others had no pity for us 
either. As an old National-Socialist I must also say that if the pack of Jews (Judensippschaft) 
were to survive the war in Europe while we sacrifice the best of our blood for the preservation of 
Europe, then this war would still be only a partial success. I will therefore, on principle, approach 
Jewish affairs in the expectation that the Jews will disappear. They must go. I have started 
negotiations for the purpose of having them pushed off to the East. In January there will be a 
major conference on this question in Berlin,* to which I shall send State Secretary Dr. Buehler. 
The conference is to be held in the office of SS Obergruppenfuehrer Heydrich at the Reich 
Security Main Office (Reichssicherheitshauptamt). A major Jewish migration will certainly 
begin. 
 
But what should be done with the Jews? Can you believe that they will be accommodated in 
settlements in the Ostland? In Berlin we were told: why are you making all this trouble? We 
don’t want them either, not in the Ostland nor in the Reichskommissariat; liquidate them 
yourselves! Gentlemen, I must ask you to steel yourselves against all considerations of 
compassion. We must destroy the Jews wherever we find them, and wherever it is at all possible, 
in order to maintain the whole structure of the Reich... The views that were acceptable up to now 
cannot be applied to such gigantic, unique events. In any case we must find a way that will lead 
us to our goal, and I have my own ideas on this. 
 
The Jews are also exceptionally harmful feeders for us. In the Government-General we have 
approximately 2.5 million [Jews], and now perhaps 3.5 million together with persons who have 
Jewish kin, and so on. We cannot shoot these 3.5 million Jews, we cannot poison them, but we 
will be able to take measures that will lead somehow to successful destruction; and this in 
connection with the large-scale procedures which are to be discussed in the Reich. The 
Government-General must become as free of Jews as the Reich. Where and how this is to be 
done is the affair of bodies which we will have to appoint and create, and on whose work I will 
report to you when the time comes.... 
 
*The Wannsee Conference, Jan. 20, 1942; see the next document. 
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  Protocol of the Wannsee Conference, January 20, 1942  
 
Reich Secret Document (30 Copies) 
 
  Protocol of Conference 
 
  I. The following took part in the conference on the final solution (Endloesung) of the 
Jewishquestion held on January 20, 1942, in Berlin, Am Grossen Wannsee No. 56-58: [17 high 
ranking party/state officials in attendance] 
 
  II. The meeting opened with the announcement by the Chief of the Security Police and the SD, 
SS Obergruppenfuehrer Heydrich, of his appointment by the Reich Marshal1* as Plenipotentiary 
for the Preparation of the Final Solution of the European Jewish Question.2*  He noted that this 
Conference had been called in order to obtain clarity on questions of principle. The Reich 
Marshals request for a draft plan concerning the organizational, practical and economic aspects 
of the final solution of the European Jewish question required prior joint consideration by all 
central agencies directly involved in these questions, with a view to maintaining parallel policy 
lines.  Responsibility for the handling of the final solution of the Jewish question, he said, would 
lie centrally with the Reichsfuehrer SS and the Chief of the German Police (Chief of the Security 
Police and the SD), without regard to geographic boundaries. 
 
  The Chief of the Security Police and the SD then gave a brief review of the struggle conducted 
up to now against this foe.  The most important elements are: 
 
  a) Forcing the Jews out of the various areas of life (Lebensgebiete) of the German people. 
  b) Forcing the Jews out of the living space (Lebensraum) of the German people. 
 
  In pursuit of these aims, the accelerated emigration of the Jews from the area of the Reich, as 
the only possible provisional solution, was pressed forward and carried out according to plan. 
 
The disadvantages engendered by such forced pressing of emigration were clear to all the 
authorities. But in the absence of other possible solutions, they had to be accepted for the time 
being. 
 
III. Emigration has now been replaced by evacuation of the Jews to the East, as a further possible 
solution, with the appropriate prior authorization by the Fuehrer.  However, this operation should 
be regarded only as a provisional option; but it is already supplying practical experience of great 
significance in view of the coming final solution of the Jewish question. 
 
 In the course of this final solution of the European Jewish question approximately 11 million 
Jews may be taken into consideration, distributed over the individual countries as follows: 
 
     Country Number 
 
  A. Altreich 131,800     France: Occupied territory 165,000 
       Ostmark 43,700     France: Unoccupied territory 700,000 
       Eastern Territories   420,000   Greece 69,600 
       Government-General 284,000   Netherlands 160,800 
       Bialystok 400,000    Norway 1,300 
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      [A. Cont.] 
       Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia 74,200   
       Estonia free of Jews          B. Bulgaria 48,000 
       Latvia 3,500     England 330,000 
       Lithuania 34,000     Finland 2,300 
       Belgium 43,000     Ireland 4,000 
       Denmark 5,600     Italy, including Sardinia 58,000 
     [B. Cont.] 
     Albania 200     Slovakia 88,000 
     Croatia 40,000     Spain 6,000 
     Portugal 3,000     Turkey (in Europe) 55,500 
     Rumania, including Bessarabia 342,000  Hungary 742,800 
     Sweden 8,000     U.S.S.R 5,000,000 
     Switzerland 18,000    Ukraine 2,994,684 
     Serbia 10,000     Byelorussia, without Bialystok 446,484 
 
  Total: over 11,000,000 
 
Under appropriate direction the Jews are to be utilized for work in the East in an expedient 
manner in the course of the final solution. In large (labor) columns, with the sexes separated, 
Jews capable of work will be moved into these areas as they build roads, during which a large 
proportion will no doubt drop out through natural reduction. The remnant that eventually remains 
will require suitable treatment; because it will without doubt represent the most [physically] 
resistant part, it consists of a natural selection that could, on its release, become the germ-cell of 
a new Jewish revival. (Witness the experience of history.) 
 
 Europe is to be combed through from West to East in the course of the practical implementation 
of the final solution. The area of the Reich, including the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, 
will have to be handled in advance, if only because of the housing problem and other socio-
political needs. The evacuated Jews will first be taken, group by group, to so-called transit 
ghettos, in order to be transported further east from there. 
 
In conclusion, there was a discussion of the various possible forms which the solution might 
take, and here both Gauleiter Dr. Meyer and Secretary of State Dr. Buehler were of the opinion 
that certain preparatory work for the final solution should be carried out locally in the area 
concerned, but that, in doing so, alarm among the population must be avoided. 
 
The conference concluded with the request of the Chief of the Security Police and the SD to the 
participants at the conference to give him the necessary support in carrying out the tasks of the 
[final] solution. 
 
  NG-2586-G.   1* Reich Marshal Hermann Goering. 
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The following is Nizkor Project’s transcript of approximately five minutes of a three-hour speech 
by Reichsführer-SS Heinrich Himmler to a group of SS Gruppenführer, on October 4, 1943, in 
the city of Posen, in what is now Poland.  Below is the text of the speech. Ellipses (“...”) 
represent pauses, not omitted text; the text as shown here is complete. Nizkor's comments 
regarding Himmler's mode of speaking are in bracketed italics. (Source: 
www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/holocaust/himmlertoc.html) 
 
I want to also mention a very difficult subject ... before you, with complete candor. It should be 
discussed amongst us, yet nevertheless, we will never speak about it in public. Just as we did not 
hesitate on June 30 to carry out our duty as ordered, and stand comrades who had failed against 
the wall and shoot them -- about which we have never spoken, and never will speak. That was, 
thank God, a kind of tact natural to us, a foregone conclusion of that tact, that we have never 
conversed about it amongst ourselves, never spoken about it, everyone ... shuddered, and 
everyone was clear that the next time, he would do the same thing again, if it were commanded 
and necessary. 
I am talking about the evacuation of the Jews, the extermination of the Jewish people. It is one of 
those things that is easily said. [quickly] “The Jewish people is being exterminated,” every Party 
member will tell you, “perfectly clear, it's part of our plans, we're eliminating the Jews, 
exterminating them, a small matter”. [less quickly] And then along they all come, all the 80 
million upright Germans, and each one has his decent Jew. [mockingly] They say: all the others 
are swine, but here is a first-class Jew. [a few people laugh] And ... [audience cough] [carefully] 
... none of them has seen it, has endured it. Most of you will know what it means when 100 
bodies lie together, when 500 are there or when there are 1000. And ... to have seen this through 
and -- with the exception of human weakness -- to have remained decent, has made us hard and 
is a page of glory never mentioned and never to be mentioned. Because we know how difficult 
things would be, if today in every city during the bomb attacks, the burdens of war and the 
privations, we still had Jews as secret saboteurs, agitators and instigators. We would probably be 
at the same stage as 16/17, if the Jews still resided in the body of the German people. 
 
We have taken away the riches that they had, and ... I have given a strict order, which 
Obergruppenführer Pohl has carried out, we have delivered these riches [carefully] to the Reich, 
to the State. We have taken nothing from them for ourselves. A few, who have offended against 
this, will be judged in accordance with an order, [loudly] that I gave at the beginning: he who 
takes even one Mark of this is a dead man. [less loudly] A number of SS men have offended 
against this order. They are very few, and they will be dead men [yells] WITHOUT MERCY! 
We have the moral right, we had the duty to our people to do it, to kill this people who would kill 
us. We however do not have the right to enrich ourselves with even one fur, with one Mark, with 
one cigarette, with one watch, with anything. That we do not have. Because we don't want, at the 
end of all this, to get sick and die from the same bacillus that we have exterminated. I will never 
see it happen that even one ... bit of putrefaction comes in contact with us, or takes root in us. On 
the contrary, where it might try to take root, we will burn it out together. But altogether we can 
say: [slowly, carefully] We have carried out this most difficult task for the love of our people. 
And we have suffered no defect within us, in our soul, or in our character. 
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Material from Gitta Sereny’s Into That Darkness: An Examination of Conscience, based on her 
interviews with Franz Stangl, commandant of the Sobibor and Treblinka death camps. 
 
Stangl’s standard justifications that he shared with Sereny on their first meeting.  
 
“After we had been left alone, he immediately began to rebut various accusations made during 
his trial.  The arguments, the phraseology, the very words he used were gratingly familiar from 
his and other trials for Nazi crimes:  he had never done anything but obey orders; he had never 
hurt a single human being.  What happened was a tragedy of war and –sadly—there were 
tragedies of war everywhere: ‘Look at Katyn,’ he said, ‘look at Dresden, Hiroshima and now 
Vietnam [Mai Lai]’” (p. 22).  He followed this up with a lengthy polemic in his defense.  Sereny 
indicated she had no interest in rehashing what she already knew or in arguing about his guilt or 
innocence, rather she wanted him to tell her about his life and “what he felt about the things in 
his life which had eventually brought him to where he was sitting now” (p.23) 
 
In their 70 hours of interview/conversation conducted in two major sessions in a nine-month 
period, the following seems particularly noteworthy in coming to grips with Stangl’s self-
understanding. 
 
1st Context: Stangl just became part of the Gestapo (early 1939) and was aware of its role in 
forcing Jews to emigrate from Austria (Section IIB2).  He was warned by local party leader “to 
keep his mouth shut and help IIB2 whenever I was asked.”  Sereny asks, “Didn’t that sound 
sufficiently ominous to you to indicate that this was the moment to get out?” 
Stangl: “But you see, it wasn’t ominous then, and it wasn’t a question of ‘getting out: if it had 
only been as simple as that! By this time we heard every day of this one and that one being 
arrested, sent to a KZ (concentration camp), shot.  It wasn’t a matter of choosing to stay or not 
stay in our profession. What it had already become, so quickly, was a question of survival” (p. 
35). 
 
2nd Context: Now Stangl is commandant of Sobibor (1942), his wife and daughters are there for a 
visit and before they had left Stangl was called to Warsaw to meet with Odilo Globocnik, SS 
Obergruppenfuehrer in charge of Operation Reinhard.  Stangl asked a friend/associate Michel, 
former head nurse at Hartheim, who was also at Sobibor to see to it that his family got back to 
Austria as he headed to meeting with Globocnik.  There Globocnik asked Stangl to become 
commandant of Treblinka.  Sereny asks, “Here was your chance, here you were face to face with 
him at last.  Why didn’t you say right there and then that you couldn’t go on with this work?” 
Stangl:”Don’t you see? He [Globocnik] had me just where he wanted me, I had no idea where 
my family was.  Had Michel got them out? Or had they perhaps stopped them?  Were they 
holding them as hostages?  And even if they were out, the alternative was still the same: 
Prohaska [a leading Gestapo officer who disliked Stangl] was still in Linz.  Can you imagine 
what would have happened to me if I had returned there under these circumstances? No, he had 
me flat: I was a prisoner” (p. 133-34). 
 
3rd Context: During the Stangl’s family’s visit to Sobibor his wife learned that the camp was a 
place for the mass killing of Jews.  Horrified, she asked him, “‘What are you doing in this?  
What is your part in this?’ And he answered, ‘My work is purely administrative and I am there to 
build—to supervise construction, that’s all.’ ‘You mean you don’t see it happen?’ she asked. ‘Oh 
yes,’ he answered, ‘I see it. But I don’t do anything to anybody’” (p. 136). 
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4th Context: In his trial Stangl was accused by several witnesses of shooting into a crowd of 
prisoners.  Sereny writes that he maintained throughout their conversations, as he had done 
throughout his trial that “he never shot into any crowds [and] appeared to be more indignant 
about this accusation than about anything else, and to find irrelevant the fact that, whether he 
shot into the group or not, these very same people died anyway, less than two hours later, though 
actions ultimately under his control” (p. 123-24). 
 
5th Context: Sereny pressed Stangl about how, in good conscience, he, in his role as the 
commandant of Treblinka, could become one of Globocnik’s trusted men. 
Stangl: “It was a matter of survival—always of survival.  What I had to do, while I continued my 
efforts to get out, was to limit my own actions to what I—in my own conscience—could answer 
for. At the police training school they taught us that the definition of a crime must meet four 
requirements: there has to be a subject, an object, an action and intent.  If any of these four 
elements are missing then we are not dealing with a punishable offence. … I could apply this to 
my own situation; if the ‘subject’ was the government, the ‘object’ was the Jews, and the ‘action’ 
the gassings, then I could tell myself that for me the fourth element, ‘intent’ was missing” (p. 
164). 
 
6th Context: As she was concluding her 70 hours of interviews with Stangl, Sereny once again 
asked him to face the truth of his responsibility for the deaths of c. 800,000 thousand persons. 
She describes his response: “His immediate response was automatic, and automatically 
unyielding. ‘My conscience is clear about what I did, myself, he said, in the same stiffly spoken 
words he had used countless time at his trial and in the past weeks.’  But this time I said nothing. 
He paused and waited, but the room remained silent. ‘I have never intentionally hurt anyone, 
myself,’ he said with a different, less incisive emphasis, and waited again—for a long time. … 
‘But I was there,’ he said then, in a curiously dry and tired tone of resignation.  These few 
sentences had taken almost half an hour to pronounce. ‘So yes,’ he said finally, very quietly, ‘in 
reality I share the guilt…. Because my guilt … my guilt … only now in these talks … now that I 
have talked about it for the first time….’ 
   He had pronounced the words ‘my guilt’: but more than the words, the finality of it was in the 
sagging of his body, and on his face.   
   After more than a minute he started again, a half-hearted attempt in a dull voice. ‘My guilt,’ he 
said, ‘is that I am still here.  That is my guilt’” (p. 364). 
 
Stangl died of heart failure 19 hours after this last interview. 
 


