


A “willing suspension 
of disbelief”

.  British writer 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge

.  A willingness to be open,
to explore, to investigate



“All should be laid open to you without 
reserve, for there is not a truth 

existing which I fear, or would wish 
unknown to the whole world.”

--Thomas Jefferson, 1826



Thomas Jefferson

One of the
greatest  minds
in recorded history





Does life continue after physical death?

• Subject of new scientific research

• New York Academy of Sciences 
Seminar on after-life research:

“The most exciting frontier in science 
today”

• Focus of studies at the University of 
Virginia and other major universities



Mediums

• Charlatans?
• Healers?
• Connectors?
• Recent research:

 unusual frequencies in the brainwaves 
of experienced mediums

 an astonishing accuracy in their 
readings

 clinical studies underway at the 
University of Virginia and other 
academic venues





If we can communicate 
with “regular” people,
why not someone 
famous?



Process used for completing the book

• Contact Jefferson scholars for questions for a “class project.”

• Select an experienced medium and provide no advanced information.

• Schedule a series of one-hour sessions by phone.

• Ask questions and type answers.

• Return to recorded session to complete transcripts.

• Divide material into chapter by subject.

• Begin chapters with Jefferson quote and historic background.



What to expect 
from the readings?

A mind “frozen in time”?

An 18th century speech 
pattern?

Still the revolutionary?



There are only three ways of looking at this book.

.  I wrote it.

.  The medium made it all up.

.  We are hearing from an entity presenting as 
Thomas Jefferson.



A Work of Fiction?

. . . . .You decide

Purpose:

• To generate discussion 
of America’s future

• Not to rehash past 
history



Premise of the book:

• If you could talk with Thomas 
Jefferson, what questions would 
you ask?

• Eight historians provided 
questions, thinking they were 
participating in a “class project.”



Eight one-hour sessions 
with an entity presenting as Thomas Jefferson

Interviews took place between 
March and August of 2020

By phone
Recorded



What do you think “Mr. Jefferson” 
would say about:

• Government
• Other Founding Fathers
• The Media
• Religion/Spirituality
• Foreign Policy/Use of the Military
• Slavery/Race Relations/Sally Hemings
• Higher Education
• Those who influenced him
• What he would do as a leader today



Jefferson on:

American government 
as it has evolved since 
the Founding Fathers



Jefferson on Government

• My colleagues and I left good building blocks for 
government. 

• We had them mostly assembled when I departed.

• Looking at those building blocks now, I see that they have 
been reassembled in ways that we did not intend.

• The structure has lost its power, its purpose, and is very far 
from the original design.



To Jefferson:  “What is the greatest threat 
to American government today?”

Reply:  Corruption, Self-interest, and Conformity.

• Power and money have corroded the connection between 
the governing bodies and the people.

• As soon as a candidate throws a hat in the ring, it 
becomes infected.

• Many representatives are not representing the public. As 
their bank accounts enlarge, they become servants to 
special interests.



Jefferson would agree with these 
observers of the Washington scene:

• “Members of Congress should 
wear sponsor jackets, like the 
NASCAR drivers, so that we 
can see who owns them.”         
—Robin Williams

• “We have the best Congress that 
money can buy.”—Will Rogers

• “Every now and then, an 
innocent man is sent to 
Washington.”—Frank Hubbard



America needs a revolution:

Not of war, but of integrity.

• Wise individuals should sit down 
with the original blueprint, the 
original template, and start 
studying it again, start building 
from that.

• But, first you must form Circles of 
Integrity.



Jefferson on the Founding Fathers

“Over the years, people have made 
frozen icons of the Founding Fathers.  
But we were all too human.”

Examples:

• George Washington

• Alexander Hamilton



Jefferson on Religion:

• Organized Religion

• The “Jefferson Bible”

• Jesus Christ



Jefferson on the media:

• Freedom of the press: 
America’s  fundamental right.

• Gradually, the media have been 
bought out.

• Special interests: trying to control 
the narrative.

• Our only security: Critical 
thinking, freedom of expression. 



Jefferson on Foreign Policy, Use of the Military

• The military: established to serve and protect 
the American people.

• Certain policies:  led to invasions of other 
countries and disruptions of their way of life.

• Many enemies created in the process.

• Not the self-sustaining system originally 
envisioned for the military.

• Those who attempt efficiencies will be labeled 
unpatriotic.



Jefferson on:

• Race

• Slavery

• Sally Hemings



Jefferson on Higher Education

• University administrations: top-heavy.

• Emphasis:  more on the institution than 
on students. 

• College educations over-priced.

• Growing dependence on outside funding 
invites compromises.

• Student athletics not what they were 
intended to be.



WWJD?

What would Thomas Jefferson do:

• As President

• As a member of Congress



Jefferson to America:

You Must Build Circles of Integrity



What would our 
Founding Fathers say 
to us today about the 
government that they 
organized for us?
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