
“Annihilation	of	Time	and	Space”





“May	God	continue	the	
unity	of	our	Country,	as	
this	Railroad	unites	the	
two	great	Oceans	of	the	
world.	Presented	by	David	
Hewes	San	Francisco”

May	10th,	1869



Ramsey car-transfer apparatus

Patented	in	1876	by	Robert	Ramsey,	this	was	a	device	to	replace	bogies	
on	RR	cars	to	permit	transfer	of	a	train	between	railroad	lines	with	
different	gauges.	This	transfer	could	go	from	broad	gauge	(	6	ft)	to	
standard	gauge,	(4	ft 8	½	“ )to	narrow	gauge	(3	ft/914	mm)	in	width.

US	Standard	Gauge	was	uniformly	adopted	
and	in	a	two	day	changeover,	on	May	31	–
June	1,	1886,	all	railroads	were	converted.



Major	Milestones	in	USA	Train	History	1865	- 1900



PIT STOP
A brief rest stop for refreshment or bathroom use. From the first half of the 
1800s, “pit” meant, among other things, a place where engines were repaired or 
maintained.



MANIFEST	DESTINY
• SETTLERS	WERE	DESTINED	TO	EXPAND	ACROSS	NORTH	AMERICA

• THE	SPECIAL	VIRTUES	OF	AMERICANS	AND	THEIR	
INSTITUTIONS

• SPECIAL	MISSION	OF	THE	US	TO	REDEEM	AND	REMAKE	THE	
WEST	IN	THE	IMAGE	OF	AGRARIAN	AMERICA

• AN	IRRESISTABLE	DESTINY	TO	ACCOMPLISH	THIS	ESSENTIAL	
DUTY

• TO	EXPAND	AMERICAN	EXCEPTIONALISM	IS	A	DIVINE	RIGHT

JOHN	O’SULLIVAN	SKETCHED	IN		1874



“Across	the	Continent,	
Westward	the	Course	of	
Empire	Takes	Its	Way.”

Art	by	F.	F.	Palmer
Published	by	Currier	and	Ives
NY,	NY	1868



COMPROMISE	OF	1877

https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/compromise-of-
1877#:~:text=The%20Compromise%20of%201876%20effectively,widesp
read%20disenfranchisement%20of%20blacks%20vot

After the most disputed election in American history, the Compromise of 1877 put Rutherford Hayes into office as 
the nation's 19th president; outraged northern Democrats derided Hayes as "His Fraudulency."



An early handmade specimen of Glidden's 
"The Winner" on display at the Barbed Wire 
History Museum in DeKalb, Illinois

BARBED	WIRE	– GLIDDEN’s	1st Patent	Oct.	1873	and	the	continued
improvements



Declining	Native	American	Presence

• 400,000	pioneers	cross		
Great	Plains	1842	– 1859

• Less	than	400	>.1%	killed	by	
Native	Americans

• Homestead	Act	of	1866



Declining	Native	American	Presence

1870 — Bison 
skulls used as 
fertilizer

In the 19th century, American bison were hunted to near extinction. Entrepreneurs and hunters killed the 
animals for their prized skins and left their bodies behind to decay. In this picture, a poacher is seen 
standing on a pile of around 100,000 bison skulls.

https://www.buzzfeed.com/gabrielsanchez/the-most-powerful-pictures-in-american-
history?utm_term=.iyjj4XMEZ&sub=4055291_7139954

Why America Wouldn’t Be America Without This Mountain Of Skulls
https://allthatsinteresting.com/buffalo-slaughter



AMERICA	GROWS	OUT	DURING	THE	1890’s



• "There	was	a	woman	with	an	infant	in	her	
arms	who	was	killed	as	she	almost	
touched	the	flag	of	truce ...	A	mother	was	
shot	down	with	her	infant;	the	child	not	
knowing	that	its	mother	was	dead	was	still	
nursing ...	The	women	as	they	were	
fleeing	with	their	babies	were	killed	
together,	shot	right	through ...	and	after	
most	all	of	them	had	been	killed	a	cry	was	
made	that	all	those	who	were	not	killed	or	
wounded	should	come	forth	and	they	
would	be	safe.	Little	boys ...	came	out	of	
their	places	of	refuge,	and	as	soon	as	they	
came	in	sight	a	number	of	soldiers	
surrounded	them	and	butchered	them	
there."[31]
Edward	S.	Godfrey;	captain;	commanded	
Co.	D	of	the	7th	Cavalry:



Declining	Native	American	Presence

CURTIS ACT 1898
BURKE ACT 1906

DAWES ACT 1887
DAWES ACT 1891



ALLOTMENT AND ASSIMILATION ERA
1887 - 1943



DAWES	ACT	1887
•a head of family would receive a grant of 160 acres, a single person or orphan 
under 18 years of age would receive a grant of 80 acres, and persons under the 
age of 18 would receive 40 acres each;
•the allotments would be held in trust by the U.S. Government for 25 years;
•eligible Indians had four years to select their land but afterwards the selection 
would be made for them by the Secretary of the Interior;
•U.S. citizenship would be conferred upon allottees who abandoned their tribes 
and adopted "the habits of civilized life."
•All land not allotted reverted to the control of the U.S. government and could 
be sold. Consequently, land owned by Indians decreased from 138 million acres 
in 1887 to 48 million acres in 1934. The Dawes Act further diminished the 1894 
Indian land another 60 percent.



The Carlisle Indian Industrial School forced assimilation to 
Christian culture and lose their Native American traditions, as 
demonstrated by their motto, “Kill the Indian, Save the Man.” 
Pratt, 1892. "A	great	general	has	said	that	the	only	good	Indian	is	a	dead	
one.	In	a	sense,	I	agree	with	the	sentiment,	but	only	in	this:	that	all	the	
Indian	there	is	in	the	race	should	be	dead."

https://www.history.com/news/how-boarding-schools-
tried-to-kill-the-indian-through-assimilation



“Kill the Indian, save the man.”
Research by the TRC revealed that at least 3,201 students had died, mostly from disease. TRC 
chair, Justice Murray Sinclair, has suggested that the number of deaths may be closer to more 
than 6,000.



• Children	forbidden	to	speak	their	native	tongues
• Long	hair	clipped	to	the	skull	in	public	rituals	and	to	renounce	

heritage
• Loose	fitting	clothing	and	moccasins	were	burned,	adopted	

Western	dress
• Forbidden	to	practice	any	cultural	or	religious	rituals	and	

forced	to	become	Christians
• ½	day	spent	in	education	with	military	drills	and	structure;	½	

day	spent	in	learning	mechanics,	printing	and	agriculture

The	rationale	for	eliminating	
Indians	grew	out	of	a	belief	
that	Indian	resistance	was	
equivalent	to	a	declaration	of	
war	against	the	US.	Using	such	
a	rationale,	in	the	late	1800s	
the	US	Army	declared	war	
upon	several	tribes,	began	
eliminating	resisters

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGqWRyBCHhw



https://www.pbs.org/video/unspoken-
americas-native-american-boarding-
schools-oobt1r/

https://www.history.com/news/na
tive-american-tribe-photos

https://www.pbs.org/video/unspoken-
americas-native-american-boarding-
schools-oobt1r/

https://www.theatlantic.com/video/inde
x/500780/legacy-native-americans-
forced-assimilation/





https://www.npr.org/2017/04/17/523964584/in-the-1920s-a-community-conspired-to-kill-native-americans-for-
their-oil-money

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/28/books/review/killers-of-the-flower-moon-david-grann.html

https://www.history.com/news/stand-watie-cherokee-
confederate-civil-war-general

https://www.history.com/news/civil-war-native-
american-indian-territory-cherokee-home-guard



https://www.history.com/news/native-american-tribe-photos

https://www.history.com/news/how-boarding-schools-tried-to-kill-the-indian-through-assimilation

https://www.history.com/news/why-the-navajo-nation-banned-genetic-research

• https://www.nytimes.com/1990/03/25/nyregion/westchester-opinion-why-study-history-and-whose-
history.html


