
EARLY CHINA: Begins with the Xia Dynasty, followed by 
Shang Dynasty, followed by Zhao Dynasty

The Mandate of Heaven established by Zhao Dynasty

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Scholars know a lot about Chinese history beginning with the Shang Dynasty which dates from @ 2000 BCE. The Zhou created the Mandate of Heaven: the idea that there could be only one legitimate ruler of China at a time, and that this ruler had the blessing of the gods. They used this Mandate to justify their overthrow of the Shang, and their subsequent rule.



• Created the first unified empire
• Imperial order only lasted 14  years
• Unified administrative system of

• Cart axle width
• Weights and measures
• Coinage, etc

Standardized material and ideology things
Books were burned all that didn’t agree 
with his ideas

Burying of scholars’ ideas and 
many of the scholars and learned men 
themselves.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RsUE-ZtcUFg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSJ8OoIps2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhfhtPcj3nw
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Presentation Notes
Qin Shi Huang (Chinese: 秦始皇; literally: 'First Emperor of Qin', pronunciation (help·info); 18 February 259 BC – 10 September 210 BC) was the founder of the Qin dynasty and was the first emperor of a unified China. He was born Ying Zheng (嬴政) or Zhao Zheng (趙政), a prince of the state of Qin. He became Zheng, the King of Qin (秦王政) when he was thirteen, then China's first emperor when he was 38 after the Qin had conquered all of the other Warring States and unified all of China in 221 BC.[2] Rather than maintain the title of "king" (王 wáng) borne by the previous Shang and Zhou rulers, he ruled as the First Emperor (始皇帝) of the Qin dynasty from 221 BC to 210 BC. His self-invented title "emperor" (皇帝 huángdì), as indicated by his use of the word "First", would continue to be borne by Chinese rulers for the next two millennia.During his reign, his generals greatly expanded the size of the Chinese state: campaigns south of Chu permanently added the Yue lands of Hunan and Guangdong to the Chinese cultural orbit; campaigns in Central Asia conquered the Ordos Loop from the nomad Xiongnu, although eventually it would also lead to their confederation under Modu Chanyu.Qin Shi Huang also worked with his minister Li Si to enact major economic and political reforms aimed at the standardization of the diverse practices of the earlier Chinese states.[2] He is traditionally said to have banned and burned many books and executed scholars, though a closer examination renders the account doubtful.[3] His public works projects included the unification of diverse state walls into a single Great Wall of China and a massive new national road system, as well as the city-sized mausoleum guarded by the life-sized Terracotta Army. He ruled until his death in 210 BC during his fourth tour of Eastern China.[4]Lao Ai's attempted coupAs King Zheng grew older, Lü Buwei became fearful that the boy king would discover his liaison with his mother Lady Zhao. He decided to distance himself and look for a replacement for the queen dowager. He found a man named Lao Ai.[43] According to The Record of Grand Historian, Lao Ai was disguised as a eunuch by plucking his beard. Later Lao Ai and queen Zhao Ji got along so well they secretly had two sons together.[43] Lao Ai then became ennobled as Marquis Lào Ǎi, and was showered with riches. Lao Ai's plot was supposed to replace King Zheng with one of the hidden sons. But during a dinner party drunken Lào Ǎi was heard bragging about being the young king's step father.[43] In 238 BC the king was travelling to the ancient capital of Yōng (雍). Lao Ai seized the queen mother's seal and mobilized an army in an attempt to start a coup and rebel.[43] When King Zheng found out this fact, he ordered Lü Buwei to let Lord Changping and Lord Changwen attack Lao Ai and their army killed hundreds of the rebels at the capital, although Lao Ai succeeded in fleeing from this battle.[44]A price of 1 million copper coins was placed on Lao Ai's head if he was taken alive or half a million if dead.[43] Lao Ai's supporters were captured and beheaded; then Lao Ai was tied up and torn to five pieces by horse carriages, while his entire family was executed to the third degree.[43] The two hidden sons were also killed, while mother Zhao Ji was placed under house arrest until her death many years later. Lü Buwei drank a cup of poison wine and committed suicide in 235 BC.[1][43] Ying Zheng then assumed full power as the King of the Qin state. Replacing Lü Buwei, Li Si became the new chancellor.First attempted assassinationMain article: Jing KeJing Ke's assassination attempt on Qin Shi Huang; Jing Ke (left) is held by one of Qin Shi Huang's physicians (left, background). The dagger used in the assassination attempt is seen stuck in the pillar. Qin Shi Huang (right) is seen holding an imperial jade disc. One of his soldier (far right) rushes to save his emperor. Stone rubbing; 3rd century, Eastern HanKing Zheng and his troops continued to take over different states. The state of Yan was small, weak and frequently harassed by soldiers. It was no match for the Qin state.[4] So Crown Prince Dan of Yan plotted an assassination attempt to get rid of King Zheng, begging Jing Ke to go on the mission in 227 BC.[3][4] Jing Ke was accompanied by Qin Wuyang in the plot. Each was supposed to present a gift to King Zheng: a map of Dukang and the severed head of Fan Wuji.[4]Qin Wuyang first tried to present the map case gift, but trembled in fear and moved no further towards the king. Jing Ke continued to advance toward the king, while explaining that his partner "has never set eyes on the Son of Heaven", which is why he is trembling. Jing Ke had to present both gifts by himself.[4] While unrolling the map, a dagger was revealed. The king drew back, stood on his feet, but struggled to draw the sword to defend himself.[4] At the time, other palace officials were not allowed to carry weapons. Jing Ke pursued the king, attempting to stab him, but missed. King Zheng drew out his sword and cut Jing Ke's thigh. Jing Ke then threw the dagger, but missed again. Suffering eight wounds from the king's sword, Jing Ke realized his attempt had failed and knew that both of them would be killed afterwards.[4] The Yan state was conquered by the Qin state five years later.[4]�Second attempted assassinationMain article: Gao JianliGao Jianli was a close friend of Jing Ke, who wanted to avenge his death.[45] As a famous lute player, one day he was summoned by King Zheng to play the instrument. Someone in the palace who had known him in the past exclaimed, "This is Gao Jianli".[46] Unable to bring himself to kill such a skilled musician, the emperor ordered his eyes put out.[46] But the king allowed Gao Jianli to play in his presence.[46] He praised the playing and even allowed Gao Jianli to get closer. As part of the plot, the lute was fastened with a heavy piece of lead. He raised the lute and struck at the king. He missed, and his assassination attempt failed. Gao Jianli was later executed.[46]Third attempted assassinationMain article: Zhang Liang (Western Han)In 230 BC, the state of Qin had defeated the state of Han. A Han aristocrat named Zhang Liang swore revenge on the Qin emperor. He sold all his valuables and in 218 BC, he hired a strongman assassin and built him a heavy metal cone weighing 120 jin (roughly 160 lb or 97 kg).[43] The two men hid among the bushes along the emperor's route over a mountain. At a signal, the muscular assassin hurled the cone at the first carriage and shattered it. However, the emperor was actually in the second carriage, as he was travelling with two identical carriages for this very reason. Thus the attempt failed.[62] Both men were able to escape in spite of a huge manhunt.[43]�Elixir of lifeLater in his life, Qin Shi Huang feared death and desperately sought the fabled elixir of life, which would supposedly allow him to live forever. He was obsessed with acquiring immortality and fell prey to many who offered him supposed elixirs.[73] He visited Zhifu Island three times in order to achieve immortality.[74]In one case he sent Xu Fu, a Zhifu islander, with ships carrying hundreds of young men and women in search of the mystical Penglai mountain.[62] They were sent to find Anqi Sheng, a 1,000-year-old magician whom Qin Shi Huang had supposedly met in his travels and who had invited him to seek him there.[75] These people never returned, perhaps because they knew that if they returned without the promised elixir, they would surely be executed. Legends claim that they reached Japan and colonized it.[73] It is also possible that the book burning, a purge on what could be seen as wasteful and useless literature, was, in part, an attempt to focus the minds of the Emperor's best scholars on the alchemical quest. Some of the executed scholars were those who had been unable to offer any evidence of their supernatural schemes. This may have been the ultimate means of testing their abilities: if any of them had magic powers, then they would surely come back to life when they were let out again.[76] Since the great emperor was afraid of death and "evil spirits", he had workers build a series of tunnels and passageways to each of his palaces (he owned over 200), because traveling unseen would supposedly keep him safe from the evil spirits.�Death and post-mortem eventsImperial tours of Qin Shi HuangIn 211 BC a large meteor is said to have fallen in Dōngjùn (東郡) in the lower reaches of the Yellow River. On it, an unknown person inscribed the words "The First Emperor will die and his land will be divided" (始皇死而地分).[77] When the emperor heard of this, he sent an imperial secretary to investigate this prophecy. No one would confess to the deed, so all the people living nearby were put to death. The stone was then pulverized.[32]During his fourth tour of Eastern China, the Emperor became seriously ill after he arrived in Pingyuanjin (Pingyuan County, Shandong), and died on 10 September 210 BC (Julian Calendar) at the palace in Shaqiu prefecture (沙丘平台, Shāqiū Píngtái), about two months away by road from the capital Xianyang.[4][78][79]The cause of Qin Shi Huang's death is still largely unknown, reportedly, he died from Chinese alchemical elixir poisoning due to ingesting mercurypills, made by his alchemists and court physicians, believing it to be an elixir of immortality.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RsUE-ZtcUFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSJ8OoIps2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhfhtPcj3nw


Jia Yi wrote that:
Qin, from a tiny base, had become a great power, 
ruling the land and receiving homage from all 
quarters for a hundred odd years. Yet after they 
unified the land and secured themselves within the 
pass, a single common rustic could nevertheless 
challenge this empire... Why? Because the ruler 
lacked humaneness and rightness; because 
preserving power differs fundamentally from seizing 
power.

Xunzi
https://www.livescience.com/61286-first-chinese-emperor-sought-immortality.html
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Qin Shi Huang (Chinese: 秦始皇; literally: 'First Emperor of Qin', pronunciation (help·info); 18 February 259 BC – 10 September 210 BC) was the founder of the Qin dynasty and was the first emperor of a unified China. He was born Ying Zheng (嬴政) or Zhao Zheng (趙政), a prince of the state of Qin. He became Zheng, the King of Qin (秦王政) when he was thirteen, then China's first emperor when he was 38 after the Qin had conquered all of the other Warring States and unified all of China in 221 BC.[2] Rather than maintain the title of "king" (王 wáng) borne by the previous Shang and Zhou rulers, he ruled as the First Emperor (始皇帝) of the Qin dynasty from 221 BC to 210 BC. His self-invented title "emperor" (皇帝 huángdì), as indicated by his use of the word "First", would continue to be borne by Chinese rulers for the next two millennia.During his reign, his generals greatly expanded the size of the Chinese state: campaigns south of Chu permanently added the Yue lands of Hunan and Guangdong to the Chinese cultural orbit; campaigns in Central Asia conquered the Ordos Loop from the nomad Xiongnu, although eventually it would also lead to their confederation under Modu Chanyu.Qin Shi Huang also worked with his minister Li Si to enact major economic and political reforms aimed at the standardization of the diverse practices of the earlier Chinese states.[2] He is traditionally said to have banned and burned many books and executed scholars, though a closer examination renders the account doubtful.[3] His public works projects included the unification of diverse state walls into a single Great Wall of China and a massive new national road system, as well as the city-sized mausoleum guarded by the life-sized Terracotta Army. He ruled until his death in 210 BC during his fourth tour of Eastern China.[4]Lao Ai's attempted coupAs King Zheng grew older, Lü Buwei became fearful that the boy king would discover his liaison with his mother Lady Zhao. He decided to distance himself and look for a replacement for the queen dowager. He found a man named Lao Ai.[43] According to The Record of Grand Historian, Lao Ai was disguised as a eunuch by plucking his beard. Later Lao Ai and queen Zhao Ji got along so well they secretly had two sons together.[43] Lao Ai then became ennobled as Marquis Lào Ǎi, and was showered with riches. Lao Ai's plot was supposed to replace King Zheng with one of the hidden sons. But during a dinner party drunken Lào Ǎi was heard bragging about being the young king's step father.[43] In 238 BC the king was travelling to the ancient capital of Yōng (雍). Lao Ai seized the queen mother's seal and mobilized an army in an attempt to start a coup and rebel.[43] When King Zheng found out this fact, he ordered Lü Buwei to let Lord Changping and Lord Changwen attack Lao Ai and their army killed hundreds of the rebels at the capital, although Lao Ai succeeded in fleeing from this battle.[44]A price of 1 million copper coins was placed on Lao Ai's head if he was taken alive or half a million if dead.[43] Lao Ai's supporters were captured and beheaded; then Lao Ai was tied up and torn to five pieces by horse carriages, while his entire family was executed to the third degree.[43] The two hidden sons were also killed, while mother Zhao Ji was placed under house arrest until her death many years later. Lü Buwei drank a cup of poison wine and committed suicide in 235 BC.[1][43] Ying Zheng then assumed full power as the King of the Qin state. Replacing Lü Buwei, Li Si became the new chancellor.First attempted assassinationMain article: Jing KeJing Ke's assassination attempt on Qin Shi Huang; Jing Ke (left) is held by one of Qin Shi Huang's physicians (left, background). The dagger used in the assassination attempt is seen stuck in the pillar. Qin Shi Huang (right) is seen holding an imperial jade disc. One of his soldier (far right) rushes to save his emperor. Stone rubbing; 3rd century, Eastern HanKing Zheng and his troops continued to take over different states. The state of Yan was small, weak and frequently harassed by soldiers. It was no match for the Qin state.[4] So Crown Prince Dan of Yan plotted an assassination attempt to get rid of King Zheng, begging Jing Ke to go on the mission in 227 BC.[3][4] Jing Ke was accompanied by Qin Wuyang in the plot. Each was supposed to present a gift to King Zheng: a map of Dukang and the severed head of Fan Wuji.[4]Qin Wuyang first tried to present the map case gift, but trembled in fear and moved no further towards the king. Jing Ke continued to advance toward the king, while explaining that his partner "has never set eyes on the Son of Heaven", which is why he is trembling. Jing Ke had to present both gifts by himself.[4] While unrolling the map, a dagger was revealed. The king drew back, stood on his feet, but struggled to draw the sword to defend himself.[4] At the time, other palace officials were not allowed to carry weapons. Jing Ke pursued the king, attempting to stab him, but missed. King Zheng drew out his sword and cut Jing Ke's thigh. Jing Ke then threw the dagger, but missed again. Suffering eight wounds from the king's sword, Jing Ke realized his attempt had failed and knew that both of them would be killed afterwards.[4] The Yan state was conquered by the Qin state five years later.[4]Jing Ke's assassination attempt on Qin Shi Huang; Jing Ke (left) is held by one of Qin Shi Huang's physicians (left, background). The dagger used in the assassination attempt is seen stuck in the pillar. Qin Shi Huang (right) is seen holding an imperial jade disc. One of his soldier (far right) rushes to save his emperor. Stone rubbing; 3rd century, Eastern Han�Second attempted assassinationMain article: Gao JianliGao Jianli was a close friend of Jing Ke, who wanted to avenge his death.[45] As a famous lute player, one day he was summoned by King Zheng to play the instrument. Someone in the palace who had known him in the past exclaimed, "This is Gao Jianli".[46] Unable to bring himself to kill such a skilled musician, the emperor ordered his eyes put out.[46] But the king allowed Gao Jianli to play in his presence.[46] He praised the playing and even allowed Gao Jianli to get closer. As part of the plot, the lute was fastened with a heavy piece of lead. He raised the lute and struck at the king. He missed, and his assassination attempt failed. Gao Jianli was later executed.[46]Third attempted assassinationMain article: Zhang Liang (Western Han)In 230 BC, the state of Qin had defeated the state of Han. A Han aristocrat named Zhang Liang swore revenge on the Qin emperor. He sold all his valuables and in 218 BC, he hired a strongman assassin and built him a heavy metal cone weighing 120 jin (roughly 160 lb or 97 kg).[43] The two men hid among the bushes along the emperor's route over a mountain. At a signal, the muscular assassin hurled the cone at the first carriage and shattered it. However, the emperor was actually in the second carriage, as he was travelling with two identical carriages for this very reason. Thus the attempt failed.[62] Both men were able to escape in spite of a huge manhunt.[43]�Elixir of lifeLater in his life, Qin Shi Huang feared death and desperately sought the fabled elixir of life, which would supposedly allow him to live forever. He was obsessed with acquiring immortality and fell prey to many who offered him supposed elixirs.[73] He visited Zhifu Island three times in order to achieve immortality.[74]In one case he sent Xu Fu, a Zhifu islander, with ships carrying hundreds of young men and women in search of the mystical Penglai mountain.[62] They were sent to find Anqi Sheng, a 1,000-year-old magician whom Qin Shi Huang had supposedly met in his travels and who had invited him to seek him there.[75] These people never returned, perhaps because they knew that if they returned without the promised elixir, they would surely be executed. Legends claim that they reached Japan and colonized it.[73] It is also possible that the book burning, a purge on what could be seen as wasteful and useless literature, was, in part, an attempt to focus the minds of the Emperor's best scholars on the alchemical quest. Some of the executed scholars were those who had been unable to offer any evidence of their supernatural schemes. This may have been the ultimate means of testing their abilities: if any of them had magic powers, then they would surely come back to life when they were let out again.[76] Since the great emperor was afraid of death and "evil spirits", he had workers build a series of tunnels and passageways to each of his palaces (he owned over 200), because traveling unseen would supposedly keep him safe from the evil spirits.�Death and post-mortem eventsImperial tours of Qin Shi HuangIn 211 BC a large meteor is said to have fallen in Dōngjùn (東郡) in the lower reaches of the Yellow River. On it, an unknown person inscribed the words "The First Emperor will die and his land will be divided" (始皇死而地分).[77] When the emperor heard of this, he sent an imperial secretary to investigate this prophecy. No one would confess to the deed, so all the people living nearby were put to death. The stone was then pulverized.[32]During his fourth tour of Eastern China, the Emperor became seriously ill after he arrived in Pingyuanjin (Pingyuan County, Shandong), and died on 10 September 210 BC (Julian Calendar) at the palace in Shaqiu prefecture (沙丘平台, Shāqiū Píngtái), about two months away by road from the capital Xianyang.[4][78][79]The cause of Qin Shi Huang's death is still largely unknown, reportedly, he died from Chinese alchemical elixir poisoning due to ingesting mercurypills, made by his alchemists and court physicians, believing it to be an elixir of immortality.Second Emperor conspiracyAfter the Emperor's death, Prime Minister Li Si, who accompanied him, became extremely worried that the news of his death could trigger a general uprising in the Empire.[4] It would take two months for the entourage to reach the capital, and it would not be possible to stop the uprising. Li Si decided to hide the death of the Emperor, and return to Xianyang.[4] Most of the Imperial entourage accompanying the Emperor were left ignorant of the Emperor's death; only a younger son, Ying Huhai, who was travelling with his father, the eunuch Zhao Gao, Li Si, and five or six favourite eunuchs knew of the death.[4] Li Si also ordered that two carts containing rotten fish be carried immediately before and after the wagon of the Emperor. The idea behind this was to prevent people from noticing the foul smell emanating from the wagon of the Emperor, where his body was starting to decompose severely as it was summertime.[4] They also pulled down the shade so no one could see his face, changed his clothes daily, brought food and when he had to have important conversations, they would act as if he wanted to send them a message.[4]Eventually, after about two months, Li Si and the imperial court reached Xianyang, where the news of the death of the emperor was announced.[4] Qin Shi Huang did not like to talk about his own death and he had never written a will. After his death, the eldest son Fusu would normally become the next emperor.[81]First Emperor of the Chinese unified states as a brutal tyrant who had an obsessive fear of assasination. Ideological antipathy towards the Legalist State of Qin was established as early as 266 BC, when Confucian philosopher Xunzi disparaged it.  Later Confucian historians condemned the emperor who had burned the classics and had buried Confucian scholars alive. They eventually compiled a list of the Ten Crimes of Qin to highlight his tyrannical actions.The famous Han poet and statesman Jia Yi concluded his essay The Faults of Qin with what was to become the standard Confucian judgment of the reasons for Qin's collapse. Jia Yi's essay, admired as a masterpiece of rhetoric and reasoning, was copied into two great Han histories and has had a far-reaching influence on Chinese political thought as a classic illustration of Confucian theory. He attributed Qin's disintegration to its internal failures. Li Si and the chief eunuch Zhao Gao conspired to kill Fusu because Fusu's favorite general was Meng Tian, whom they disliked[81] and feared; Meng Tian's brother, a senior minister, had once punished Zhao Gao.[82] They believed that if Fusu was enthroned, they would lose their power.[81] Li Si and Zhao Gao forged a letter from Qin Shi Huang saying that both Fusu and General Meng must commit suicide.[81] The plan worked, and the younger son Hu Hai became the Second Emperor, later known as Qin Er Shi or "Second Generation Qin".[4]Qin Er Shi, however, was not as capable as his father. Revolts quickly erupted. His reign was a time of extreme civil unrest, and everything built by the First Emperor crumbled away within a short period.[48] One of the immediate revolt attempts was the 209 BC Daze Village Uprising led by Chen Sheng and Wu Guang.[77]
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CHINESE HISTORY – HAN DYNASTY  206 BCE – 220 AD 
Emperor Han Gaozu (256 or 247 – 1 June 195 
BC)

Han Dynasty 
Accomplishments
• 400 years and Golden Age
• 92% of all Chinese are Han
• Silk Road via Chang Ch’ien’s

journeys
• Inventions of paper, ink, 

porcelain, wheelbarrow. 
• 105 AD Chinese Dictionary
• First book of Chinese History
• Territorial Expansion, 

Population Explosion
• Confucianism becomes State 

Philosophy
• Introduction of Buddhism 

into China

Emperor Wu (157 BC – 87 BC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Han Gaozu born Liu Bang (劉邦), was the founder and first emperor of the Han dynasty, reigning from 202 – 195 BCE. "Gaozu of Han" is his temple name, meaning "The High Ancestor of Han". Liu Bang was one of the few dynasty founders in Chinese history who was born in a peasant family. Soldier in QIN army. With the First Emperor's death and the Qin Empire's subsequent political chaos, Liu Bang renounced his government position and became an anti-Qin rebel leader. Successfully overthrows Qin. Becomes emperor. The emperor was deeply impressed. Under Emperor Gaozu's reign, Confucianism flourished and gradually replaced Legalism (of Qin times) as the state ideology. Confucian scholars, including Lu Gu, were recruited to serve in the government. The emperor also reformed the legal system by relaxing some laws inherited from the Qin regime and reducing the severity of certain penalties.At the time, paper was thicker and not particularly white.It was made from pounded and disintegrated hemp fibers. Around 105 A.D, a new kind of paper made of rags, fishnets, wheat stalks and other thick materials was enforced. As it was of a poor quality, it was way cheaper than the first one. Paper use spread quickly across the empire, with the first Chinese dictionary, compiled by Xu Shen, and the first book of Chinese history, written by Sima Qian soon appearing.�Emperor Wu’s reign lasted 54 years — a record not broken until the reign of the Kangxi Emperor more than 1,800 years later. His reign resulted in a vast territorial expansion and the development of a strong and centralized state resulting from his governmental reorganization, including his promotion of Confucian doctrines. In the field of historical social and cultural studies, Emperor Wu is known for his religious innovations and patronage of the poetic and musical arts, including development of the Imperial Music Bureau into a prestigious entity. It was also during his reign that cultural contact with western Eurasia was greatly increased, directly and indirectly. Yellow line indicates the territory under Qin empire (the dynasty prior to Han). The territory of Han empire (dark orange) before Emperor Wu's reign, the new territory (bright orange) conquered during Emperor Wu's reign (r. 141–87 BC), and combined the largest expansion under Emperor Wu's reign (outlined with wide brown line). He roughly doubled the size of the Han empire of China during his reign, and much of the territory that he annexed is now part of modern China. He officially encouraged Confucianism, yet just like Qin Shi Huang, he personally used a legalist system of rewards and punishments to govern his empire.Wu sent Chang Ch'ien's westward and his journeys began the widespread use of the trade route known as the Silk Road. Reaching as far west as the Caspian Sea, goods such as ivory, glass, wool, tapestries, exotic fruits and vegetables, precious metals and stones, even animals such as elephants and lions were imported into China. In return, foreign traders received furs, spices, jade, iron, ceramic, and bronze objects, as well as the much sought after silk. By the 1st century C.E., silk clothing became the style and obsession of Roman citizens.SILK ROAD: Wudi (Wu Di) Emperor of the Han Dynasty (206 BC- AD 220) is credited with the birth of the Silk Road. Wudi sent General Zhang Qian to form an alliance with the Yuezhi people who had been defeated by their enemies the Xiongnu and driven to the Ili valley, the western fringes of the Taklamakan Desert. Wudi's desire for making peace with the Western regions, and the two missions of General Qian (the first between 138-125 AD; and the second 119-115 AD) are known to have led to the establishment of not only diplomatic contacts and economic relations, but also to cultural exchanges between East and West. After the reports given to Wudi by Gen. Qian, concerning the products and kingdoms in the West (such as the previously unknown kingdoms of Ferghana, Smarkand, and Bokhara), Wudi sought to develop further contact. Some of the Western foreign products that were brought back to China included Ferghana horses and furs. Later, kingdoms in Central Asia also sent their own emissaries to Chang'an China.Chang Chien (Ch'ien, or Zhang Qian) Chinese general and envoy credited with opening the Silk Road after he was sent on a mission by the Han Emperor Wudi to recruit the Yueh-chih people to form an alliance against the Xiongnu (or Hsiung-Nu, a nomadic empire of the Mongolian Steppe, along China's northern frontier). During Chien's first journey (138-125 BCE) he skirted the Taklamakan desert via the northern route, passed the Pamir, then reached Ferghana. He returned via the southern route. His second trip (119-115 BCE), which was a mission to seek alliance with the Wu-sun people, took him to Dunhuang, Loulan, Kucha, then the capital of the Wu-sun kingdom in the Ili river. His missions to the West led to the formalization of trade, especially the silk trade, between China and Persia. Thus, Chien was the first envoy between the East and West. This emissary, sent by the Han Emperor who sought tranquility on China's steppe frontier, also led a diplomatic mission that brought gold and silk products to Loulan (now Ruoqiang), Weili, Huqa, Kashi, Hotan, Wusum, Dawan, Kangju, Dayuesi and a number of other regions in Xinjiang. His assistant travelled to Anxi (now Iran), India, and a number of other countries. These countries and regions in turn also sent diplomatic missions to China, which helped the region of Xinjiang to develop trade. The second expedition undertaken by Zhang Qian in 119-115 BCE enabled China to establish diplomatic relations with Fergana, Bactria, and Sogdiana. In addition to traveling himself, Chien sent his assistant to visit the Fergana Valley (Uzbekistan), Bactria (Afghanistan), and Sogdiana (Uzbekistan), who gathered information on Parthia, India, and other regions.�POPULATION EXPLOSION: during the Han dynasty, China had a population of some 60 million — approximately one-fourth of the world's population at that time.�



CHINESE HISTORY –TANG DYNASTY  618 AD – 907 AD 
Tang Dynasty Accomplishments
1 China became the largest nation in the world.

Chinese Maritime Presence and opening of ports.
2 The first comprehensive criminal code in China was created.
3 The imperial examination became the major path to office.
4 Chinese Poetry reached its pinnacle.
5 Literature flourished.
6 World's earliest dated printed book was made in the Tang period.
7. MD’S treat goiters, understand that diabetes 
8. Invent gunpowder, porcelain vs. earlier ceramics
9. Mechanical clock 

Empress Wu (Wu Zetian)
Tang dynasty at its greatest extent, c. 669

The empire during the reign 
of Wu Zetian, c. 700

Page from Diamond Sutra

Lu Bai

Sun Simiao of 
Tang was King 
of Medicine
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Historians generally regard the Tang as a high point in Chinese civilization, and a golden age of cosmopolitan culture.[6]Tang territory, acquired through the military campaigns of its early rulers, rivaled that of the Han dynasty. The Tang capital at Chang'an(present-day Xi'an) was the most populous city in the world in its day. during the Tang dynasty that a strong Chinese maritime presence could be found in the Persian Gulf and Red Sea, into Persia, Mesopotamia (sailing up the Euphrates River in modern-day Iraq), Arabia, Egypt in the Middle East and Aksum (Ethiopia), and Somalia in the Horn of Africa.[179]During the Tang dynasty, thousands of foreign expatriate merchants came and lived in numerous Chinese cities to do business with China, including Persians, Arabs, Hindu Indians, Malays, Bengalis, Sinhalese, Khmers, Chams, Jews and Nestorian Christians of the Near East, among many others.[180][181] In 748, the Buddhist monk Jian Zhen described Guangzhou as a bustling mercantile business center where many large and impressive foreign ships came to dock. He wrote that "many big ships came from Borneo, Persia, Qunglun (Indonesia/Java)...with...spices, pearls, and jade piled up mountain high",Extended boundariesAlliances and peace treaties with neighborsIndustry and tradeJade porcelain, and silks to Arabia, India, Japan, and PersiaThe Lǐ family (李) founded the dynasty, seizing power during the decline and collapse of the Sui Empire. it is estimated that the population had grown by then to about 80 million people.[9][10][b] With its large population base, the dynasty was able to raise professional and conscripted armies of hundreds of thousands of troops to contend with nomadic powers in dominating Inner Asia and the lucrative trade-routes along the Silk Road. Various kingdoms and states paid tribute to the Tang court, while the Tang also conquered or subdued several regions which it indirectly controlled through a protectorate system. Besides political hegemony, the Tang also exerted a powerful cultural influence over neighboring East Asian states such as those in Japan and Korea. During the Tang Dynasty, China reached unprecedented heights becoming the largest and strongest nation in the world. It covered most of the territory of present-day China, Vietnam and much of Central Asia as far as eastern Kazakhstan. Its capital Chang’an (present-day Xi’an) was the most populous city in the world at the time. It was a cosmopolitan urban center with considerable foreign populations from other parts of Asia and beyond.�2. The first comprehensive criminal code in China was created in 624 AD in the Tang Dynasty. It was divided into 500 articles specifying different crimes and penalties ranging from ten blows with a light stick, one hundred blows with a heavy rod, exile, penal servitude, or execution. The Tang Code is considered as one of the greatest achievements of traditional Chinese law and it became the basis for later dynastic codes not only in China but elsewhere in East Asia.�3. The imperial examination was a civil service examination system in Imperial China to select candidates for the state bureaucracy. Although it started as early as the Han Dynasty, it became a major path to office only during the Tang era and remained so until its abolition in 1905. It was during Tang that the process became a comprehensive system with students being tested on Confucian classics, knowledge of governance and politics, ability to compose original poetry and to a lesser extent calligraphy, mathematics and law.�4.5. The Tang period was a golden age of Chinese literature. Apart from poetry, short stories and tales were popular. Li Bai, often considered the greatest Chinese poet of all time; andDu Fu, another all-time great who is called the “Poet-Historian”. 7. During the reign of Tang Dynasty, pharmacopeias were compiled with text and illustrated drawings for 833 different medicinal substances. Medicine authors during Tang includedZhen Chuan, who first identified in writing that patients with diabetes had an excess of sugar in their urine; and Sun Simiao, who was the first to recognize that diabetic patients should avoid consuming alcohol and starchy foods. Also thyroid glands of sheep and pigs were successfully used to treat goiters, a technique not used in the west until 1890.The dynasty was briefly interrupted when Empress Wu Zetian seized the throne, proclaiming the Wu Zhou dynasty and becoming the only legitimate Chinese empress regnant.  In 683, Emperor Gaozong died. He was succeeded by Emperor Zhongzong, his eldest surviving son by Wu. Zhongzong tried to appoint his wife's father as chancellor: after only six weeks on the throne, he was deposed by Empress Wu in favor of his younger brother, Emperor Ruizong.[32] This provoked a group of Tang princes to rebel in 684. Wu's armies suppressed them within two months.[32] She proclaimed the Tianshou era of Wu Zhou on October 16, 690,[33] and three days later demoted Emperor Ruizong to crown prince.[34] He was also forced to give up his father's surname Li in favor of the Empress Wu.[34] She then ruled as China's only empress regnant. Wu Zetian's usurpationAlthough she entered Emperor Gaozong's court as the lowly consort Wu Zhao, Wu Zetian rose to the highest seat of power in 690, establishing the short-lived Wu Zhou. Empress Wu's rise to power was achieved through cruel and calculating tactics: a popular conspiracy theory stated that she killed her own baby girl and blamed it on Gaozong's empress so that the empress would be demoted.[30] Emperor Gaozong suffered a stroke in 655, and Wu began to make many of his court decisions for him, discussing affairs of state with his councilors, who took orders from her while she sat behind a screen.[31] When Empress Wu's eldest son, the crown prince, began to assert his authority and advocate policies opposed by Empress Wu, he suddenly died in 675. Many suspected he was poisoned by Empress Wu. Although the next heir apparent kept a lower profile, in 680 he was accused by Wu of plotting a rebellion and was banished. (He was later obliged to commit suicide.)A palace coup on February 20, 705, forced Empress Wu to yield her position on February 22. The next day, her son Zhongzong was restored to power; the Tang was formally restored on March 3. She died soon after.[35] To legitimize her rule, she circulated a document known as the Great Cloud Sutra, which predicted that a reincarnation of the Maitreya Buddha would be a female monarch who would dispel illness, worry, and disaster from the world.[36][37] She even introduced numerous revised written characters to the written language, which reverted to the originals after her death.[38] Arguably the most important part of her legacy was diminishing the hegemony of the Northwestern aristocracy, allowing people from other clans and regions of China to become more represented in Chinese politics and governmentWoodblock printing saw great development during the Tang period. The Diamond Sutra, theworld’s earliest dated printed book, has been dated precisely to 868, which falls during the Tang era. Woodblock printing which became prevalent during the Tang period would remain the dominant printing type in China till the printing press from Europe overtook several centuries later. The new age of printing during Tang also led to the invention of playing cards.9. Gunpowder was invented during the Tang Dynasty by Taoists who were attempting to create a potion of immortality. It is usually listed among the “Four Great Inventions” of China along with compass, papermaking and printing. Tang people collected natural gas into portable bamboo tubes which could be carried around for dozens of km and still produce a flame. These were essentially the first gas cylinders. The vitrified, translucent ceramic known as porcelain was invented during the Tang reign, although many types of glazed ceramics preceded it. Porcelain was exported to the Islamic world, where it was highly prized.An escapement is a device in mechanical watches and clocks which transfers energy to the clock’s timekeeping element and allows the number of its oscillations to be counted. The Tang Dynasty Buddhist monk Yi Xing along with government official Liang Lingzan made the world’s first clockwork escapement mechanism. It was used to create a device for astronomical observation which also had a mechanically timed bell that was struck automatically every hour, and a drum that was struck automatically every quarter hour. The world’s first mechanical clock -Water-driven Spherical Birds – was invented by Yi Xing, a Buddhist monk in 725 A.D.. It was operated by dripping water which powered a wheel that made one revolution in 24 hours. Hundreds of years later, the inventor Su Song developed a more sophisticated clock called the Cosmic Empire in 1092, 200 years earlier before the mechanical clock was created in Europe.850 A.D.: Gunpowder - Alchemists working with saltpeter for medicinal purposes mixed it with charcoal and sulfur. The explosive properties that resulted were used in warfare to propel arrows by the Tang Dynasty, as well as fireworks.�
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CHINESE HISTORY –Song and Yuan Dynasties Song Dynasty (960 – 1297) most 
technological and scientifically advanced in 
the world at the time. World’s first paper 
money. 4 greatest inventions of Paper, 
Printing, Compass, and Gunpowder 
further developed.

Yuan Dynasty (1279 – 1368) Genghis Khan, 
in 1206, unified all the tribes in Mongolia, 
founded the Mongol khanate and the 
Mongol Empire extended all the way to 
Eastern Europe. Kublai Khan (grandson) 
moves capital to Dadu (modern-day 
Beijing). First foreign led dynasty in China. 
Marco Polo travels extensively in China.
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The Song Dynasty unified the Central Plain and Southern China. However, the territory under the Northern Song Dynasty’s (960–1127) control was smaller than the Tang Dynasty’s.The modern-day northern Hebei Province was occupied by the Khitan and was under the control of the Liao Dynasty (907–1125). In the northwest, the Western Xia Dynasty (1038–1227) – ruled by the Tanguts – controlled the modern-day Gansu and northwestern Shaanxi.Until the first half of the 12th century, the Jurchens (ancestors of modern-day Manchus) annihilated the Liao Dynasty and invaded the Northern Song’s capital.Then the Song government moved and reestablished the capital in Hangzhou, establishing the Southern Song Dynasty (1127–1279). The Jurchens established the Jin Dynasty at the Yellow River Basin until it was conquered by the Mongols in 1271.The Song era was a period of technological advances and prosperity. During the Song Dynasty, the handicraft industry as well as domestic and foreign trade boomed. Many merchants and travelers came from abroad.The "four great inventions" of the Chinese people in ancient times (paper, printing, the compass, and gunpowder) were further developed in the Song Dynasty.�In 1206, Genghis Khan unified all the tribes in Mongolia, founded the Mongol khanate, and conquered an unprecedented swathe of Asia.At the end of the 12th century, Mongolian rule grew steadily. With Genghis Khan and his descendants expanding their territory, the Mongol Empire extended all the way to Eastern Europe.The part of the Mongolian khanate that ruled China was known as the Yuan Dynasty (1279–1368).From 1271 to 1279, his grandson, Kublai Khan, finally conquered the Song Dynasty and founded the Yuan Dynasty. He made Dadu (modern-day Beijing) the capital of the first foreign-led dynasty in China.Trade, technological development, and China’s introduction to foreign countries continued under Mongol rule. Marco Polo from Venice traveled extensively in China, and later described China's culture and marvels in his book, Travels.A well-known traveler and explorer, Marco Polo headed for China along the Silk Road in the Yuan Dynasty (1271–1368). The Travels of Marco Polo, dictated by him, described Chinese politics, economy, and culture in detail, which greatly aroused the desire of westerner to go to China and had a great effect on the European navigation.��Marco Polo was born in a merchant family in Venice in 1254. His father and uncle often traded into the west coast of Mediterranean Sea. On one fortuitous occasion, they went to China and met with Kublai Khan, an emperor of the Yuan Dynasty. In 1269, they returned to Venice with a letter Kublai Khan had written to Pope Clement IV. In fact, Clement IV had died the year before, and a new pope had not yet been appointed.��Young Marco Polo was very interested in listening to the stories of their travels and made up his mind to go to China.� Long and Difficult Journey to ChinaIn 1271, when he was 17 years old his dream came true. With a letter in reply from the new Pope Gregory X, and with valuable gifts, the Polos set out eastwards from Venice on their second trip to China. They continued on their journey along the Hexi Corridor and reached Shang-du in Inner Mongolia (the summer palace of Kublai Khan) in 1275 AD. Kublai Khan gave them a hospitable reception there and took them to Dadu (now Beijing). 17-years Service in Kublai Khan's CourtClever Marco Polo quickly learned Mongolian, Chinese and became familiar with the Chinese customs. Soon he became a confidant of Kublai Khan. He was appointed to high posts in the court and was sent on many special diplomatic missions to many places in China, India and some kingdoms of Southeast Asia, such as Vietnam, Burma and Sumatra. Astonished at the wealth of China, luxurious imperial palace and prosperous cities, he assiduously investigated the customs, geography, people and culture of all places he visited. Then he reported to Kublai Khan in detail. 17 years passed quickly and Marco Polo missed his hometown more and more. Return Home and the 'Travels of Marco Polo'In 1292, Kublai Khan agreed to let Marco Polo, his father and uncle return home, after they convoyed a Mongolian princess Kokachin to marry a Persian king. In 1295, they finally reached Venice by sea via the Black Sea and Constantinople. The information about China and some Asian states they brought back, aroused great interest among the Venetians. In 1298 AD, Marco Polo joined in the war between Venice and Genoa. Unfortunately he was captured and put into a Genoese prison, where he met a writer, Rustichello da Pisa. The writer recorded the story of his travels, well-known as The Travels of Marco Polo. The book has detailed descriptions of the wealth of China, a Japan filled with gold, and the exotic custom of Central Asia, West Asia and Southeast Asia soon made it a bestseller.�



MING DYNASTY: 1368 - 1644
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Scientific development of the Ming Dynasty had been in the forefront of the world. Many scientific books appeared in the early and middle period, namely, medical book Compendium of Materia Medica by Li Shizhen, Song Yingxing's Heavenly Creations about handicraft industry, Xu Guangqi's Complete Treatise on Agriculture and Xu Xiake's Travels of Xu Xiake. All these have been the precious documents for today's study of the ancient technology. Additionally, the military technology was relatively advanced in that period. A kind of gun called 'huochong gun' and powerful artillery were invented in the late period. It is said that a man named Wan Hoo even tried to fly to the sky by sitting in a chair propelled by gunpowder sticks. Unfortunately, he failed and became the first sacrifice in human conquest of the sky.In the end, the greatest achievements accomplished during this time were on architecture.  #1 MAJORITY OF THE EXISTING GREAT WALL OF CHINA WAS BUILT IN THE MING ERAConstruction of a unified Great Wall of China was first started in late 3rd century BC during the reign of Qin Shi Huang, the first Emperor of China. However, little of that wall remains. Due to the threat of attacks by Mongolian tribes, the Ming authorities decided to renovate and enhance the wall. For a period of around 80 years from the late 1500s to mid-1600s, the Great Wall was extended and made stronger through use of granite, limestone and fired bricks of clay, strengthened with sticky rice.#2 SEVEN EPIC VOYAGES WERE LED BY THE GREAT CHINESE ADMIRAL ZHENG HEYongle emperor of Ming made his favored eunuch Zheng He the admiral of a giant fleet ofover 27,000 men. Between 1405 and 1433 Zheng He led seven epic voyages to the Indian Ocean establishing Chinese authority in the region and expanding China’s tributary trade system farther afield than ever before. His fleet traveled as far west as Africa visiting many regions including Brunei, Java, Thailand, India, Arabia and Africa. Such was the magnitude of Zheng He’s fleet that all the ships of Columbus and Da Gama combined could have been stored on a single deck of its single vessel. Zheng He is considered one of the greatest admirals in Chinese history.#3 MING PERIOD SAW GREAT DEVELOPMENT IN PRINTINGThe Ming dynasty was a prosperous period in the history of printing in China. Previous methods of printing were enhanced and paper, ink and woodblock carving techniques reached an unprecedented standard. Full-color effects could be achieved with the invention of woodblock color printing. China’s first metal movable type printing was created by Ming scholar Hua Sui. Also the volume of printing reached unprecedented levels.#4 THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE BOOK ON TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE WAS WRITTENLi Shizhen (1518 – 1593), one of the most renowned pharmacologists and physicians in Chinese history, was active during the Ming period. Shizhen’s most important contribution isCompendium of Materia Medica (Bencao Gangmu), regarded as the most comprehensive medical book ever written in the history of traditional Chinese medicine. A 27-year work, it contains 1892 entries, details about more than 1,800 drugs including 1,100 illustrations and11,000 prescriptions. Bencao Gangmu describes the type, form, flavor, nature and application in disease treatment of 1,094 herbs. It also corrected many mistakes and misapprehensions of the nature of herbs and diseases. It still remains the premier reference work for herbal medicine #6 THE LARGEST WRITTEN ENCYCLOPEDIA WAS COMPILED DURING THE MING PERIODAn encyclopedia was commissioned by the Yongle Emperor of Ming dynasty in 1403. Compiled by thousands of Chinese scholars, it was completed by 1408 and contained a broad range of Chinese knowledge, including astronomy, geography, medicine, religion, technology and art. Known as the Yongle Encyclopedia or Yongle Dadian, it comprised of 22,937 chapters in11,095 volumes and 917,480 pages. It was not only the largest written encyclopedia but was also one of the first. Yongle Encyclopedia held the record for the largest overall encyclopedia in history until it was surpassed by Wikipedia in 2007.#7 THE FAMOUS PORCELAIN PAGODA OF NANJING WAS BUILT DURING MING ERAPorcelain Pagoda (or Tower) of Nanjing was constructed in the 15th century during the Ming period. It was an 80-metre-high Buddhist monastery faceted with white, yellow and green tiles, and adorned with lanterns and tinkling bells. The Porcelain Pagoda was considered one of the wonders of the world before its destruction during the Taiping Rebellion in 1856. Other prominent structures built during the reign of Ming dynasty include the Golden Hall in the Wudang Mountains, one of the biggest gilded copper temples in China; and Ming Xiaoling Mausoleum, the tomb of the Hongwu Emperor in Nanjing.#8 THERE WAS UNPRECEDENTED DEVELOPMENT IN VERNACULAR LITERATURE#9 CHINESE CERAMICS BECAME POPULAR AROUND THE WORLDThe creation of bristle toothbrush is considered to have occurred around 1498 during the reign of theHongzhi Emperor of Ming. Also, there were many new developments in ceramics, along with the continuation of established traditions. Three major types of decoration emerged – monochromatic glazes, under-glaze and over-glaze. Blue and white porcelain of the Jiangzi Province factory town of Jingdezhen became popular worldwide. Another influential ware was the stoneware of Yixing in Jiangsu.#10 CHINA WAS THE LARGEST ECONOMY IN THE WORLD DURING THE MING ERAAlong with Han and Song periods, the Ming era is regarded as one of China’s three golden ages. Theeconomy of the Ming dynasty of China was the largest in the world. The agricultural reforms of the Hongwu Emperor, the first emperor of Ming who himself was a poor peasant once, led to a massive agricultural surplus that became the basis of a market economy. Due to large influx of silver through trade, silver replaced paper money as the primary means of exchange in their economy. Another key feature was privatization with wealthy merchants replacing the state as the dominant movers behind Chinese industry.The Forbidden City in Beijing was crafted this time. Porcelain making was also relevant during this time, which contributed to arts of present day.Ming Dynasty reigned over China for 276 years from 1368 to 1644. During their reign, China was the largest economy in the world with larger area and more literate people than any other country. Many construction projects were undertaken including extending and strengthening the Great Wall of China; and building the Forbidden City. There were developments in architecture, economy, printing, literature, medicine, arts and culture. Also Chinese blue and white porcelain became famous worldwide. The Ming era is considered asone of the three golden ages in China. Know about the contributions of the Ming Dynasty through their 10 major achievements and accomplishments.



It consists of more than 90 palaces and 
courtyards, 980 buildings and over 8,728 

The Forbidden City -14 years to build (from 1406 to 1420).
Built by over 1,000,000 workers, including more than 100,000 craftsmen.
Imperial Palace of China for 492 years (1420–1912).
Home of 24 emperors — 14 of the Ming dynasty and 10 of the Qing dynasty

The Hall of Supreme Harmony has 12 roof 
ridge statuettes — left to right: an ordinary 
dragon head decoration, 'Series Ten' (unique 
to this roof, an anti-thunder monkey god), 
then the nine animals, and a fairy decorationHall of Supreme Harmony

Palace of Heavenly Purity
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Before the 16th century, the scientific development of the Ming Dynasty had been in the forefront of the world.Many scientific books appeared in the early and middle period, namely, medical book Compendium of Materia Medica by Li Shizhen, Song Yingxing's Heavenly Creations about handicraft industry, Xu Guangqi's Complete Treatise on Agriculture and Xu Xiake's Travels of Xu Xiake. All these have been the precious documents for today's study of the ancient technology. Additionally, the military technology was relatively advanced in that period. A kind of gun called 'huochong gun' and powerful artillery were invented in the late period. It is said that a man named Wan Hoo even tried to fly to the sky by sitting in a chair propelled by gunpowder sticks. Unfortunately, he failed and became the first sacrifice in human conquest of the sky.In the end, the greatest achievements accomplished during this time were on architecture.  The Forbidden City in Beijing was crafted this time. Porcelain making was also relevant during this time, which contributed to arts of present day.It covers 0.72 sq km (0.28 sq mi), of which 15 hectares (38 acres) are floor area.It has 980 buildings in over 70 palace compounds, with over 8,700 rooms.It is 961 meters long from south to north and 753 meters wide.It is surrounded by a 10-meter-high wall, which is 3.4 km (2 miles) long.It has a 52-meter wide moat round it.It hosts 14 million visitors per year, a maximum of 80,000 visitors per day.The construction of the grand palace started in the fourth year of Emperor Yongle of the Ming Dynasty (1406), and ended in 1420.From 1420 to 1644, the Forbidden City was the home of 14 emperors of the Ming Dynasty.From October 1644, the Forbidden City served as the imperial palace of the Qing Dynasty.In 1860, during the Second Opium War, the Forbidden City was controlled by Anglo-French forces and occupied until the end of the war.From 1912, the Forbidden City was no longer home to the emperor with the abdication of Puyi, the last Emperor of China.In 1925, the Forbidden City became the Palace Museum.It was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1987.The Forbidden City falls into three parts: the defenses (moat and wall), the Outer Court and the Inner Court.1. The DefensesAround the city there is a 52-meter wide moat as the first line of defense.For security the Forbidden City is enclosed by a 10-meter-high defensive wall, which has a circumference of 3,430 meters. At each corner of the Forbidden City, there stands a magnificent watchtower, which was heavily guarded.There are four gates in each direction of the Forbidden City: the Meridian Gate on the south, the Gate of Divine Might on the north, East Glorious Gate on the east and West Glorious Gate on the west.To represent the supreme power of the emperor, given from Heaven, and the place where he lived being the center of the world, all the important gates and halls of the Forbidden City were arranged symmetrically on the north-south central axis of old Beijing.Heaven was thought to be Polaris (the North Star), the only seemingly stationary star in the northern sky, and the Forbidden City’s layout points its visitors straight at “Heaven”.2. Supreme CarpentryThe Forbidden City is the largest and most complete complex of ancient wooden structures in the world.The main frames of all buildings were built with high-quality wooden beams and columns, including whole trunks of precious Phoebe zhennan wood from the jungles of southwest China.Forbidden City carpenters used interlocking mortise and tenon joints to build its great palace buildings “harmoniously”, without nails. Nails were considered violent and inharmonious.Hall of Supreme Harmony is where Emperors gave speeches. Palace of Heavenly Purity where they slept.The fall of the Ming dynasty was caused by a combination of factors, including an economic disaster due to lack of silver, a series of natural disasters, peasant uprisings, and finally attacks by the Manchu people.
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QING DYNASTY – 1644 – 1911  (Sometimes called Manchu Dynasty)

QIALONG  1711 - 1799
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Qing dynasty, also called Manchu dynasty, the last of the imperial dynasties of China, spanning the years 1644 to 1911/12. Under the Qing the territory of the empire grew to treble its size under the preceding Ming dynasty (1368–1644), the population grew from some 150 million to 450 million, many of the non-Chinese minorities within the empire were Sinicized, and an integrated national economy was established. The Qing dynasty was first established in 1636 by the Manchus to designate their regime in Manchuria (now the Northeast region of China). During most of the Qing period, the Mongols gave military assistance to the Manchus. There were too few ethnic Manchus to conquer China proper, so they gained strength by defeating and absorbing Mongols. Han Chinese Generals who defected to the Manchu were often given women from the Imperial Aisin Gioro family in marriage while the ordinary soldiers who surrendered were often given non-royal Manchu women as wives.[28][29] Jurchen (Manchu) women married Han Chinese in Liaodong.[30] Manchu Aisin Gioro princesses were also given in marriage to Han Chinese officials' sonsIn 1644 the Chinese capital at Beijing was captured by the rebel leader Li Zicheng, and desperate Ming dynasty officials called on the Manchus for aid. The Manchus took advantage of the opportunity to seize the capital and establish their own dynasty in China. By adopting the Ming form of government and continuing to employ Ming officials, the Manchus pacified the Chinese population. To guarantee Manchu control over the administration, however, the Qing made certain that half the higher-level officials were Manchus. Chinese military leaders who surrendered were given ranks of nobility, and troops were organized into the Lüying, or Army of the Green Standard, which was garrisoned throughout the country to guard against local rebellions. The regular Manchu Banner System troops (Qibing, or Baqi) were kept at the capital and in a few selected strategic spots throughout the country. To guarantee Manchu control over the administration, however, the Qing made certain that half the higher-level officials were Manchus. Chinese military leaders who surrendered were given ranks of nobility, and troops were organized into the Lüying, or Army of the Green Standard, which was garrisoned throughout the country to guard against local rebellions. The regular Manchu Banner System troops (Qibing, or Baqi) were kept at the capital and in a few selected strategic spots throughout the country. Under Kangxi (reigned 1661–1722), the second Qing emperor, the Manchus forced the Russians to abandon their fort at Albazin, located along the Manchurian border on the Amur River. In 1689 a treaty was concluded with Russia at Nerchinsk demarcating the northern extent of the Manchurian boundary at the Argun River. Over the next 40 years the Dzungar Mongols were defeated, and the empire was extended to include Outer Mongolia, Tibet, Dzungaria, Turkistan, and Nepal. EMPEROR KANGXIKangxi ruled for 61 years, from 1654 to 1722, the longest of any Chinese emperor.He oversaw several cultural leaps, including the creation of a dictionary considered the best standardization of the Han language and the funding of surveys to create the most extensive maps of China up to that time.Kangxi also reduced taxes and stifled corruption and governmental excess. He enacted policies that were favorable to farmers and stopped land seizures. He trimmed his own staff and expenditures significantly. Under the two succeeding emperors, Yongzheng (reigned 1722–35) and Qianlong (reigned 1735–96), commerce continued to thrive, handicraft industries prospered, and Roman Catholicmissionaries were tolerated and employed as astronomers and artists. In addition, painting, printmaking, and porcelain manufacture flourished, and scientific methods of philology were developed. Potatoes and corn—plants native to the Americas—were introduced as crops during Kangxi’s reign, and food was considered plentiful during that time. Additionally, Kangxi oversaw an explosion in exports, particularly that of cotton, silk, tea and ceramics.Qialong: (25 September 1711 – 7 February 1799) was the sixth Emperor of the Qing dynasty he reigned officially from 11 October 1735 to 8 February 1796.[a] On 8 February, he abdicated in favour of his son, the Jiaqing Emperor—a filial act in order not to reign longer than his grandfather, the illustrious Kangxi Emperor.[1] Despite his retirement, however, he retained ultimate power as the Retired Emperor until his death in 1799; he thus was one of the longest-reigning de facto rulers in the history of the world, and dying at the age of 87, one of the longest-lived. As a capable and cultured ruler inheriting a thriving empire, during his long reign the Qing Empire reached its most splendid and prosperous era, boasting a large population and economy. As a military leader, he led military campaigns expanding the dynastic territory to the largest extent by conquering and sometimes destroying Central Asian kingdoms. The long association of the Manchu rulership with the Bodhisattva Manjusri and his own interest in Tibetan Buddhism gave credence to the Qianlong Emperor's patronage of Tibetan Buddhist art and patronage of translations of the Buddhist canon.[35] The accounts in court records and Tibetan language sources affirm his personal commitment. He quickly learned to read the Tibetan language and studied Buddhist texts Qianlong Emperor's military expansion nearly doubled the area of the already vast Qing Empire, and brought into the fold many non-Han-Chinese peoples—such as Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyzs, Evenks and Mongols—who were potentially hostile. It was also a very expensive enterprise; the funds in the Imperial Treasury were almost all put into military expeditions.[18] Though the wars were successful, they were not overwhelmingly so. The Qing army declined noticeably and had a difficult time facing some enemies:This turned around in his late years: the Qing empire began to decline with corruption and wastefulness in his court and a stagnating civil society.Men who wished to serve in this bureaucracy were required to take examinations for either civilian or military postings. In turn, these positions were then subdivided into nine ranks and then further subdivided into category “A” or category “B.” Posts could be as varied as a secretary within the Forbidden City to a tax collector or police commissioner.In the military, a man could attain several ranks, including serving as an Imperial bodyguard. Han Chinese, Manchus, and some Mongols could serve in this bureaucracy. There was a type of quota system that split the positions between the Han and the Manchu.Subsequent rulers, however, were unable to meet the problems caused by increased population pressure and concentration of land ownership. The Manchu armies deteriorated, and popular unrest, aggravated by severe floods and famine, were factors contributing to the Taiping (1850–64) and Nian (1853–68) rebellions in the south and north, respectively. Efforts at modernization and Westernization met opposition from conservative officials.  dowager empress Cixi. Bureaucratic inefficiency and corruption became widespread, a notable example being the diversion of funds intended for building a Chinese navy to instead construct an ornamental marble warship at the imperial Summer Palace outside Beijing. In 1839, England went to war with China because it was upset that Chinese officials had shut down its drug trafficking racket and confiscated its dope. The Qing Dynasty, founded by Manchurian clans in 1644, expanded China's borders to their farthest reach, conquering Tibet, Taiwan and the Uighur Empire. However, the Qing then turned inward and isolationist, refusing to accept Western ambassadors because they were unwilling to proclaim the Qing Dynasty as supreme above their own heads of state. Foreigners  —  even on trade ships  —  were prohibited entry into Chinese territory.The exception to the rule was in Canton, the southeastern region centered on modern-day Guangdong Province, which adjoins Hong Kong and Macao. Foreigners were allowed to trade in the Thirteen Factories district in the city of Guangzhou, with payments made exclusively in silver.The British gave the East India Company a monopoly on trade with China, and soon ships based in colonial India were vigorously exchanging silver for tea and porcelain. But the British had a limited supply of silver.HMS Volage's Captain, unwilling to tolerate the Chinese "intimidation," fired a broadside at the Chinese ships. HMS Hyacinth joined in. One of the Chinese ships exploded and three more were sunk. Their return fire wounded one British sailor.Seven months later, a full-scale expeditionary force of 44 British ships launched an invasion of Canton. The British had steam ships, heavy cannon, Congreve rockets and infantry equipped with rifles capable of accurate long range fire. Chinese state troops  —  "bannermen"  —  were still equipped with matchlocks accurate only up to 50 yards and a rate of fire of one round per minute and traditional weapons of “gentlemanly warfare”.Antiquated Chinese warships were swiftly destroyed by the Royal Navy. British ships sailed up the Zhujiang and Yangtze rivers, occupying Shanghai along the way and seizing tax-collection barges, strangling the Qing government's finances. Chinese armies suffered defeat after defeat.When the Qing sued for peace in 1842, the British could set their own terms. The Treaty of Nanjing stipulated that Hong Kong would become a British territory, and that China would be forced to establish five treaty ports in which British traders could trade anything they wanted with anybody they wanted to. A later treaty forced the Chinese to formally recognize the British as equals and grant their traders favored status.



QING DNASTY (MANCHU DYNASTY) – 1644 to 1911
• The inability of Chinese institutions to adapt to a changing world
• A stagnant agricultural system
• Exploitation of the peasants
• Massive internal rebellions
• Rise of warlords
• Corrupt and incompetent bureaucracy
• Archaic, morality-based civil servant exams
• Inward looking culture
• Not recognizing the importance or dramatic changes brought 

about by the Industrial Revolution
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Feudal states ruled by an emperor began with QinShiHuangDi, the first ruler of a unified Chinese Empire. He established the system of governmental institutions and a concept of an empire that continued in China until 1911.  Although China was unified since the Qin Dynasty, onward, it was far less concrete than the term empire might indicate.  China’s borders really reached only as far as its cultural influence did. Thus China contracte an expanded according to whether or not other groups of people accepted the Chinese ruler and culture as their own.  Those people not willing to acknowledge the Chinese ruler as The Son Of Heaven” or pay tribute to him were called barbarians. The great wall that began in the 3rd Century BC and continued through the 7th Century AD was constructed to keep the marauding barbarians out of China. Nonetheless, China was frequently invaded and occasionally even succeeded in subduing the Chinese – as the Mongols did in the Yuan Dynasty from 1279 – 1368 and later, the Qing/Manchu Dynasty of 1644 – 1911.  However, the customs and the institutions of the invaders eventually yielded to the powerful cultural influence of the Chinese. The Manchus held on to the dynasty for almost 400 years because they were willing to assimilate the Chinese ways of doing things, such as the Confucian-ordered bureaucracy. By the time the Manchus were overthrown, they were indistinguishable from the ethnic Han Chinese in their customs, habits, and beliefs.   REMEMBER, last class I spoke about how the minorities were given special treatment, even today in getting jobs, politically, and into university? Well, it should be remembered that the central Chinese government’s ability to absorb minorities was key to its success in maintaining a unified entity called Zhongguo – The Middle or Central Kingdom for more than 2000 years.  QING or MANCHU DYNASTY TROUBLED ALMOST FROM mid-1700’s. They exported considerable goods, but did not import very much.The inability of Chinese institutions to adapt to a changing world : Although in theory, any male could be a government official, only those wealthy enough to prepare for the lengthy and rigorous examinations through years of school could become an administrator, blocking out all of the peasants.A stagnant agricultural system: The increasing turmoil of the rebellions of the 1800’s started to impact the farming output and nothing gets people to revolt more quickly than being hungry.Exploitation of the peasants: This goes along with the turmoil – it is hard to give tribute to the emperor when you are fighting and/or don’t have enough food for yourself.Massive internal rebellions: The 1800’s are going to bring about major internal rebellions, one after another in nearly every province and this will become too much for the Central Government to handle…especially when it is dealing with problems arising from Western EuropeRise of warlords: Each subculture/group will have its own band of followers eager to take on the regional kingCorrupt and incompetent bureaucracy:  Often the lack of science or technology expertise forced peasants to do things in ways they knew would not reap the appropriate benefits, but the lower class was not allowed to disagree with the Confucian experts because they had the “DEGREE.”Archaic, morality-based civil servant examinations, not based on science and technology Just explained thisInward looking culture:  Ego-centrism/Lack of interest in outside areas/Not keeping up with machinery, weaponry, etc.Not recognizing the importance or dramatic changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution or WORLD EVENTS



FALL of the XING DYNASTY 
THE 1800’S WERE DEVASTATING FOR CHINA

• QIALONG’S SUCCESSORS ARE WEAK
• CULTURAL MISUNDERSTANDINGS
• 2 OPIUM WARS: 1st: 1839 – 42,   2nd: 1856 - 60
• REBELLIONS
• EMPEROR DOWAGER CIXI
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Subsequent rulers, however, were unable to meet the problems caused by increased population pressure and concentration of land ownership. The Manchu armies deteriorated, and popular unrest, aggravated by severe floods and famine, were factors contributing to the Taiping (1850–64) and Nian (1853–68) rebellions in the south and north, respectively. Efforts at modernization and Westernization met opposition from conservative officials.  dowager empress Cixi. Bureaucratic inefficiency and corruption became widespread, a notable example being the diversion of funds intended for building a Chinese navy to instead construct an ornamental marble warship at the imperial Summer Palace outside Beijing.Opium Wars, two armed conflicts in China in the mid-19th century between the forces of Western countries and of the Qing dynasty, which ruled China from 1644 to 1911/12. The first Opium War (1839–42) was fought between China and Britain, and the second Opium War (1856–60), also known as the Arrow War or the Anglo-French War in China, was fought by Britain and France against China. In each case the foreign powers were victorious and gained commercial privileges and legal and territorial concessions in China. The conflicts marked the start of the era of unequal treaties and other inroads on Qing sovereignty that helped weaken and ultimately topple the dynasty in favour of republican China in the early 20th century.The Taiping Rebellion, which is also known as the Taiping Civil War or the Taiping Revolution,[6] was a massive rebellion or civil war that was waged in China from 1850 to 1864 between the established Manchu-led Qing dynasty and the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom.Led by Hong Xiuquan, the self-proclaimed brother of Jesus Christ, the goals of the Taipings were religious, nationalist, and political in nature; they sought the conversion of the Chinese people to the Taiping's syncretic version of Christianity, the overthrow of the ruling Manchus, and a wholesale transformation and reformation of the state.[7][8] Rather than simply supplanting the ruling class, the Taipings sought to upend the moral and social order of China.[9] To that end, they established the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom as an oppositional state based in Tianjing(present-day Nanjing) and gained control of a significant part of southern China, eventually expanding to command a population base of nearly 30 million people.For over a decade, the Taiping occupied and fought across much of the mid and lower Yangtze valley. Ultimately devolving into total war, the conflict between the Taiping and the Qing was the largest in China since the Qing conquest in 1644 and it involved every province of China proper except Gansu. It ranks as one of the bloodiest wars in human history, the bloodiest civil war, and the largest conflict of the 19th century. Estimates of the war dead range from 20–70 million to as high as 100 million, with millions more displaced.[10][11] 30 million people fled the conquered regions to foreign settlements or other parts of China. Severely weakened by an attempted coup and unable to capture the Qing capital of Beijing, the Taipings were ultimately defeated by decentralized, irregular armies such as the Xiang Army commanded by Zeng Guofan. Having already moved down the Yangtze River and recaptured the key city of Anqing, Guofan’s Xiang Army began besieging Nanjing in May 1862. Two years later, on June 1, 1864, Hong Xiuquan died and Nanjing fell barely a month later. The Panthay rebellion (1856–1873),  was a rebellion of the Muslim Hui people and other (Muslim as well as non-Muslim) ethnic groups against the Manchu rulers of the Qing Dynasty in southwestern Yunnan Province, as part of a wave of Hui-led multi-ethnic unrest.The name "Panthay" is a Burmese word, which is said to be identical with the Shan word Pang hse.[1] It was the name by which the Burmese called the Chinese Muslims who came with caravans to Burma from the Chinese province of Yunnan�



Saber                    Club                      Spear              Sword

CHINA’s STRATEGY
• Ignore/Isolate
• Legislate (Canton)
• Antagonize
• Misunderstand
• Bewilder
• Abdicate
• Suffer
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In 1839, England went to war with China because it was upset that Chinese officials had shut down its drug trafficking racket and confiscated its dope. Opium Wars, Early 19th Century, British traded with China, but it was primarily a one-way trade. The British nearly drained their coffers buying Chinese silk, tea, and porcelain: China’s self-satisfied rulers found little of interest to purchase from the rapidly industrializing British. The British were also frustrated by China’s refusal to recognize the British Empire as an equal of the Chinese Empire, and to open up ports to trade with them along China’s extensive coastline and rivers. Opium produced in the British Empire’s colony of India proved to be the China’s undoing.  China wasn’t interested in opium; it was illegal in China. The Chinese attacked British ships carrying opium as an excuse for declaring war on the floundering/decrepit Chinese Empire. The Opium War ended with defeat for the Chinese and the singing of the Treaty of Nanjing. This is the beginning of the UNEQUAL TREATIES forced on CHINA. The treaty ceded the island of Hong Know to the British as a colony and allowed them to establish trading posts. Subsequent wars with the British and other European nations brought more concessions and more humiliation. Japan will also nibble away at China. Although the Manchus made a last-ditch effort to reform and strength and enrich its nation it was too late. The combination of internal decay, provincialism, revoltion and foreign imperialism finally toppled the Manchu dynasty. Thus ended over 2,000 years of imperial rule in China.The Qing Dynasty, founded by Manchurian clans in 1644, expanded China's borders to their farthest reach, conquering Tibet, Taiwan and the Uighur Empire. However, the Qing then turned inward and isolationist, refusing to accept Western ambassadors because they were unwilling to proclaim the Qing Dynasty as supreme above their own heads of state. Foreigners  —  even on trade ships  —  were prohibited entry into Chinese territory.The exception to the rule was in Canton, the southeastern region centered on modern-day Guangdong Province, which adjoins Hong Kong and Macao. Foreigners were allowed to trade in the Thirteen Factories district in the city of Guangzhou, with payments made exclusively in silver.The British gave the East India Company a monopoly on trade with China, and soon ships based in colonial India were vigorously exchanging silver for tea and porcelain. But the British had a limited supply of silver.HMS Volage's Captain, unwilling to tolerate the Chinese "intimidation," fired a broadside at the Chinese ships. HMS Hyacinth joined in. One of the Chinese ships exploded and three more were sunk. Their return fire wounded one British sailor.Seven months later, a full-scale expeditionary force of 44 British ships launched an invasion of Canton. The British had steam ships, heavy cannon, Congreve rockets and infantry equipped with rifles capable of accurate long range fire. Chinese state troops  —  "bannermen"  —  were still equipped with matchlocks accurate only up to 50 yards and a rate of fire of one round per minute and traditional weapons of “gentlemanly warfare”.Antiquated Chinese warships were swiftly destroyed by the Royal Navy. British ships sailed up the Zhujiang and Yangtze rivers, occupying Shanghai along the way and seizing tax-collection barges, strangling the Qing government's finances. Chinese armies suffered defeat after defeat.When the Qing sued for peace in 1842, the British could set their own terms. The Treaty of Nanjing stipulated that Hong Kong would become a British territory, and that China would be forced to establish five treaty ports in which British traders could trade anything they wanted with anybody they wanted to. A later treaty forced the Chinese to formally recognize the British as equals and grant their traders favored status.



The Final Dynasties (1368–1912) — Renaissance and More Foreign Rule

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgQahGsYokU GREAT BRITIAN LOSING AMERICA CONTRIBUTE TO CHINA’S DOWNFALL

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PuGvMZW1h4 VIDEO GOING FROM MING TO QING DYNASTY AND WORLD EVENTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHmuuc7m1AA GREAT BRITIAN’S RATIONALE TO FORCE OPIUM ON CHINA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kd2CYPdYwcY FULL SCALE WAR, BEGINNINGS OF CENTURY OF HUMILIATION
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N11D8Ajgfyo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9WRmsHFUg0
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Trade, technological development, and China’s introduction to foreign countries continued AFTER Mongol rule. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, the imperial social structure (the royal/rich class, the scholarly class, the working class, and the slaves) and imperial examinations continued. However, they became increasingly inadequate in the ages of exploration, colonization, and industrialization. After a series of natural disasters and rebellion movements led by the Han people, a new native dynasty was established in 1368.The founder, Zhu Yuanzhang, replaced the waning Mongol Empire in China with the Ming Dynasty. It was the last ethnic Chinese dynasty, sandwiched between two foreign ones. The Ming Dynasty represented a long period of stability.When his son and successor, Zhu Di, ascended the throne, he started to build the Forbidden City in Beijing. In 1421, he officially made Beijing his capital. He was very supportive of international trade and sponsored several voyages to the West.It was an era of native Chinese strength and prosperity, which faltered due to natural disasters and greedy leadership, as had so many dynasties before it. Eventually, the Ming Dynasty fell due to the frequent peasant rebellions and Manchu attacks. Early Ming:After the founding of the new dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang implemented a series of policies to reduce the peasants' burden and to resume the production of the whole society. On the other hand, he focused much attention on the punishment and prevention of corruption among court officials. Additionally, he sent his sons to supervise the local administration so as to strengthen his hold on imperial power. conomically, the Ming Dynasty was a period during which the feudal society began to show the declining trend while the capitalism started to originate. In agriculture, both the food output and the implements of production surpassed that of the Song and Yuan Dynasties. From the early period, the handicraft industry in the southern areas developed rapidly. Especially, the porcelain making industry reached an unprecedented level. Since the reign of Zhu Yuanzhang, it had been a major source of the state finance. The currently famous Jindezhen kiln was once the imperial kiln in that period.Blue and White Porcelain, Ming DynastyThe development of the handicraft industry promoted market economy and urbanization. During the reign of Emperor Shizong and Emperor Shenzong, a great amount of commodities including silk, alcohol, porcelain, tobacco, crops, vegetable and fruits was sold in the market. Meanwhile, many foreign commodities such as clocks from Europe and tobacco from America were on sale in many cities of China. Also, a series of commercial metropolises including Beijing, Nanjing, Yangzhou, Suzhou, Guangzhou, Xi'an and Chengdu were successively formed. However, the later policy of restraining commerce and the stringent ban on shipping greatly hampered commercial development.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgQahGsYokU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PuGvMZW1h4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHmuuc7m1AA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kd2CYPdYwcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N11D8Ajgfyo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9WRmsHFUg0


White Lotus Rebellion – 1796 – 1804 Anti – Qing Government
The Taiping Rebellion - 1850–1864  Christian Revolts
The Nian Rebellion – 1851 – 1868
Panthay Rebellion (also known as Nan Rebellion and Du Wenxiu Rebellion   - 1856–1872 – Also Muslim Revolts
Dungan revolts – First and Second Revolts, Sectarian Revolts involving Sufi Muslims versus Qing Government
Boxer Rebellion – 1899 – 1901 Anti Christian, Anti Imperialist, Anti Foreign Investment in China

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0l4C3vZudZI
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It broke out among impoverished settlers in the mountainous region that separates Sichuan province from Hubei and Shaanxi provinces. It apparently began as a tax protest led by the White Lotus Society, a secret religious society that forecasted the advent of the Buddha Maitreya, advocated the restoration of the Ming dynasty, and promised personal salvation to its followers. At first, the Qing government, under the control of Heshen, sent inadequate and inefficient imperial forces to suppress the ill-organized rebels. On assuming effective power in 1799, however, the Jiaqing Emperor (r. 1796-1820) overthrew Heshen's clique and gave support to the efforts of the more vigorous Qing commanders as a way of restoring discipline and morale. A systematic program of pacification followed in which the populace was resettled in hundreds of stockaded villages and organized into a militia by the name of tuanlian. In its last stage, the Qing suppression policy combined pursuit and extermination of rebel guerrilla bands with a program of amnesty for deserters. Although the Qing finally crushed the rebellion, the myth of the military invincibility of the Manchus was shattered, perhaps contributing to the greater frequency of rebellions in the 19th century.During the time, the Muslims revolted against the Qing Dynasty, most notably in the Dungan revolt (1862–1877) and the Panthay rebellion (1856-1873) in Yunnan. One million people died in the Panthay rebellion,[5][39] several million people died in the Dungan revolt.[

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0l4C3vZudZI




REPUBLICAN CHINA
• Empress Dowager Cizi dies  1908
• Boy Emperor PUYI was too young to rule and the regency was too incompetent to rule the nation
• Foreign influence and bribes had divided the nation
• April 5, 1911 SPARK:  4 Power Group of Foreign Bankers signed agreement for a Railroad through central China
• Beijing Government decided to take over from a local company in Sichan and apply part of the loan to the completion.
• The sum offered to the local stockholders did not satisfy the people and an open revolt began.
• October 10, 1911 another plot in Hankou broke out with no connection to the first about government and military 

staged a coup.
• February 12, 1912 the boy emperor, Puyi forced to abdicate and transfer the government to the people’s 

representatives.
• War Lord Yuan Shikai briefly unites fractured China but he dies in 1916
• Upon Shikai’s death, China is completely broken with the resurgence of contending warlords, internal political decay and 

further Japanese territorial expansion in China. 
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the Manchu had lived in comparative idleness, supposedly a standing army of occupation but in reality inefficient pensionaries. All through the 19th century the dynasty had been declining, and, upon the death of the empress dowager Cixi (1908), it lost its last able leader. In 1911 the emperor Puyiwas a child, and the regency was incompetent to guide the nation. The unsuccessful contests with foreign powers had shaken not only the dynasty but the entire machinery of government. The chain of events immediately leading to the revolution began when an agreement was signed (April 5, 1911) with a four-power group of foreign bankers for the construction of lines on the Hukwang (Huguang) Railway in central China. The Beijing government decided to take over from a local company a line in Sichuan, on which construction had been barely begun, and to apply part of the loan to its completion. The sum offered did not meet the demands of the stockholders, and in September 1911 the dissatisfaction boiled over into open revolt. On October 10, in consequence of the uncovering of a plot in Hankou (now [along with Wuchang] part of Wuhan) that had little or no connection with the Sichuan episode, a mutiny broke out among the troops in Wuchang, and this is regarded as the formal beginning of the revolution. On Feb. 12, 1912, the boy emperor was made to abdicate the throne in a proclamation that transferred the government to the people’s representatives, declared that the constitution should thenceforth be republican, and gave Yuan Shikai full powers to organize a provisional government. The Nanjing authorities agreed that the emperor was to retain his title for life and receive a large pension. Sun is considered to be one of the greatest leaders of modern China, but his political life was one of constant struggle and frequent exile. After the success of the he becomes its President but he quickly resigned as President of the newly founded Republic of China and relinquished it to Yuan Shikai. He soon went to exile in Japan for safety but returned to found a revolutionary government in the South as a challenge to the warlords who controlled much of the nation. In 1923 he invited representatives of the Communist International to Canton to re-organize his party and formed a brittle alliance with the Chinese Communist Party. He did not live to see his party unify the country under his successor, Chiang Kai-shek in the Northern Expedition. He died in Beijing of stomach cancer, 12 March 1925. To unify the country, Sun Yat-sen resigned the presidency, and Yuan was chosen in his place. Li Yuanhong, who had come into prominence in Wuchang in the initial stages of the rebellion, was elected vice president. Li Yuanhong was a Chinese politician during the Qing dynasty and the Republic of China. He was the President of the Republic of China between 1916 and 1917, and between 1922 and 1923.Sun Yat-sen (/ˈsʌn ˈjætˈsɛn/; 12 November 1866 – 12 March 1925) was a Chinese politician, physician and philosopher who provisionally served as the first president of the Republic of China; and the first leader of the Kuomintang (Nationalist Party of China).



FOUNDING OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY

• 1921 SMALL MARXIST STUDY GROUP IN SHANGHAI FOUNDED THE CCP

• MOSCOW-BASED COMINTERN ADVISED THIS INTELLECTUAL/POLITICAL GROUP TO 
JOIN WITH THE POWERFUL KMT/NATIONALIST PARTY

• FIRST LEADER OF KMT IS SUN YAT-SEN; DIES AND CHIANG KAI-SHEK TAKES OVER

• RECOMMENDED TO BE A PART OF KMT UNTIL STRONG ENOUGH TO TAKE OVER AS 
AN INDEPENDENT PARTY

• WITH SUPPORT OF CHIANG KAI-SHEK AND CCP, KMT DEFEAT THE WARLORDS AND 
CHINA IS BRIEFLY UNIFIED

• CHIANG KAI-SHEK FEELS THREATENED BY CCP SO APRIL 12, 1927, SHANGHAI 
MASSACRE
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The Shanghai massacre of April 12, 1927, known commonly in China as the April 12 Purge or April 12 Incident, was the violent suppression of Communist Party of China (CPC) organizations in Shanghai by the military forces of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and conservative factions in the Kuomintang (Nationalist Party, or KMT). Following the incident, conservative KMT elements carried out a full-scale purge of Communists in all areas under their control, and even more violent suppression occurred in Guangzhou and Changsha.



THE RISE of MAO ZEDONG: 
• Born into prosperous peasant family 12.26.1893  in Hunan Province
• Voracious reader of military heroes: Favorites-George Washington and Napolean Bonaparte
• 1912 – 1919 In and out of many schools and professions
• Mao graduates 3rd in Class and moves to Bejing to work as Ass’t to Librarian at Peking University
• Adopted Marxism–Leninism while working at Peking University
• Chinese Nationalist and Anti-Imperial
• Influenced by the events of the Xinhai Revolution of 1911 (Rise of Sun Yat-sen)
• May 4th Movement of 1919 (Student-Initiated Anti-Imperialist and Cultural Protests
• Becomes a Teacher and organizes Student Strikes; Also writes radical articles for underground news
• Advocates for "Great Union of the Popular Masses”, strengthen trade unions & wage non-violent revolutions
• Student Association banned so Mao went underground and continued publishing
• Begins to advocate for Feminist Ideals
• His well-being is threatened, so he goes back to Bejing
• Finds that his revolutionary articles were exceptionally well-received in many areas of China
• Founding the Communist Party of China: 1921–22
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Mao Zedong was born on December 26, 1893, in Shaoshan village, Hunan Province, China.[15] His father, Mao Yichang, was a formerly impoverished peasant who had become one of the wealthiest farmers in Shaoshan. Growing up in rural Hunan, Mao described his father as a stern disciplinarian, who would beat him and his three siblings, the boys Zemin and Zetan, as well as an adopted girl, Zejian.[16] Mao's mother, Wen Qimei, was a devout Buddhist who tried to temper her husband's strict attitude.[17] Mao too became a Buddhist, but abandoned this faith in his mid-teenage years.[17] At age 8, Mao was sent to Shaoshan Primary School. Learning the value systems of Confucianism, he later admitted that he didn't enjoy the classical Chinese texts preaching Confucian morals, instead favouring popular novels like Romance of the Three Kingdoms and Water Margin.[18] At age 13, Mao finished primary education, and his father united him in an arranged marriage to the 17-year-old Luo Yixiu, thereby uniting their land-owning families. Mao refused to recognise her as his wife, becoming a fierce critic of arranged marriage and temporarily moving away. Luo was locally disgraced and died in 1910Mao read voraciously[20] and developed a "political consciousness" from Zheng Guanying's booklet which lamented the deterioration of Chinese power and argued for the adoption of representative democracy.[21] Interested in history, Mao was inspired by the military prowess and nationalistic fervour of George Washington and Napoleon Bonaparte.His political views were shaped by Gelaohui-led protests which erupted following a famine in Changsha, the capital of Hunan; Mao supported the protesters' demands, but the armed forces suppressed the dissenters and executed their leaders.[23]The famine spread to Shaoshan, where starving peasants seized his father's grain. He disapproved of their actions as morally wrong, but claimed sympathy for their situation.[24] At age 16, Mao moved to a higher primary school in nearby Dongshan,[25] where he was bullied for his peasant background.In 1911, Mao began middle school in Changsha.[27] Revolutionary sentiment was strong in the city, where there was widespread animosity towards Emperor Puyi's absolute monarchy and many were advocating republicanism. The republicans' figurehead was Sun Yat-sen, an American-educated Christian who led the Tongmenghuisociety.[28] In Changsha, Mao was influenced by Sun's newspaper, The People's Independence (Minli bao),[29] and called for Sun to become president in a school essay.[30] As a symbol of rebellion against the Manchu monarch, Mao and a friend cut off their queue pigtails, a sign of subservience to the emperor.Over the next few years, Mao Zedong enrolled and dropped out of a police academy, a soap-production school, a law school, an economics school, and the government-run Changsha Middle School.[35] Studying independently, he spent much time in Changsha's library, reading core works of classical liberalism such as Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations and Montesquieu's The Spirit of the Laws, as well as the works of western scientists and philosophers such as Darwin, Mill, Rousseau, and Spencer.[36] Viewing himself as an intellectual, years later he admitted that at this time he thought himself better than working people.[37] He was inspired by Friedrich Paulsen, whose liberal emphasis on individualism led Mao to believe that strong individuals were not bound by moral codes but should strive for the greater good, and that the "end justifies the means" conclusion of Consequentialism.[38] His father saw no use in his son's intellectual pursuits, cut off his allowance and forced him to move into a hostel for the destitute.[39]Goes to school to become a teacherInspired by Sun's republicanism, the army rose up across southern China, sparking the Xinhai Revolution. Changsha's governor fled, leaving the city in republican control.[32] Supporting the revolution, Mao joined the rebel army as a private soldier, but was not involved in fighting. The northern provinces remained loyal to the emperor, and hoping to avoid a civil war, Sun—proclaimed "provisional president" by his supporters—compromised with the monarchist general Yuan Shikai. The monarchy was abolished, creating the Republic of China, but the monarchist Yuan became president. The revolution over, Mao resigned from the army in 1912, after six months as a soldier.



MAO ZEDONG – COMMUNIST – 1921 until Death
• Founding the Communist Party of China: 1921–22
• July 23, 1921. The first session of the National Congress of the CPC was attended by 13 delegates
• Becomes Party Secretary
• August 1921, he founded the Self-Study University
• Joins YMCA because of their Mass Education Movement to fight illiteracy
• Organizes strikes, Anuyuan Coal Strikes especially devastating to leadership
• Misses the 2nd meeting of the NCCPC but agrees with decisions made there
• Collaboration with the Kuomintang: 1922–27
• 1923 at 3rd NCCPC Mao becomes Party Chairman, moves to Shanghai
• Sun Yat-sen dies May 1925
• Sun succeeded by Chiang Kai-skek, who moves to marginalize the left-KMT and the Communists
• May, 1927 Mao takes part in 3rd Plenum of KMT Central Executive Committee; Issues:

• Strip General Chiang of his power and appoint Wang Jingwei leader
• Defend “Regulations for the Repression of Local Bullies and Bad Gentry” 
• Death Penalty or Life Imprisonment for counter revolutionaries,                                        

"peaceful methods cannot suffice”
• Urge peasants to refuse to pay rent
• "Draft Resolution on the Land Question"

• The Nanchang and Autumn Harvest Uprisings: 1927 

1923 to 1926 during 
the 1st UNITED 
FRONT between 
the KMT and CPC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Communist Party of China was founded by Chen Duxiu and Li Dazhao in the French concession of Shanghai in 1921 as a study society and informal network. Mao set up a Changsha branch, also establishing a branch of the Socialist Youth Corps. Opening a bookstore under the control of his new Cultural Book Society, its purpose was to propagate revolutionary literature throughout Hunan.[69] He was involved in the movement for Hunan autonomy, in the hope that a Hunanese constitution would increase civil liberties and make his revolutionary activity easier. When the movement was successful in establishing provincial autonomy under a new warlord, Mao forgot his involvement. By 1921, small Marxist groups existed in Shanghai, Beijing, Changsha, Wuhan, Guangzhou, and Jinan; it was decided to hold a central meeting, which began in Shanghai on July 23, 1921. The first session of the National Congress of the Communist Party of China was attended by 13 delegates, Mao included. After the authorities sent a police spy to the congress, the delegates moved to a boat on South Lake near Jiaxing, in Zhejiang, to escape detection. Although Soviet and Comintern delegates attended, the first congress ignored Lenin's advice to accept a temporary alliance between the Communists and the "bourgeois democrats" who also advocated national revolution; instead they stuck to the orthodox Marxist belief that only the urban proletariat could lead a socialist revolution.



• THE LONG MARCH  (6,000 MILES) 
• 1934 – 1935
• 100,000+ COMMUNISTS DIE
• PEASANT STRATEGY (85% OF 

POPULATION) VS URBAN STRATEGY 

SLOW AND STEADY, CCP GAINS 
CONTROL OVER CHINA’S VAST 
COUNTRYSIDE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before dawn on April 12, gang members began to attack district offices controlled by the union workers, including Zhabei, Nanshi and Pudong. Under an emergency decree, Chiang ordered the 26th Army to disarm the workers' militias; that resulted in more than 300 people being killed and wounded. The union workers organized a mass meeting denouncing Chiang Kai-shek on April 13, and thousands of workers and students went to the headquarters of the 2nd Division of the 26th Army to protest. Soldiers opened fire, killing 100 and wounding many more. Chiang dissolved the provisional government of Shanghai, labor unions and all other organizations under Communist control, and reorganized a network of unions with allegiance to the Kuomintang and under the control of Du Yuesheng. Some sources say that over 1000 Communists were arrested, some 300 were executed and more than 5,000 went missing; others claim 5,000-10,000 killed.[For the Kuomintang, 39 members of the Kuomintang Central Committee in Wuhan publicly denounced Chiang Kai-shek as a traitor to Sun Yat-sen, including Sun's widow Soong Ching-ling immediately after the purge. However, Chiang was defiant, forming a new Nationalist Government at Nanjing to rival the Communist-tolerant Nationalist Government in Wuhan controlled by Wang Jingwei on April 18. The purges garnered the Nanjing government the support of much of the NRA, the Chinese merchant class, and foreign businesses, bolstering its economic and military position.[12]The twin rival KMT governments, known as the Ninghan (Nanjing and Wuhan) Split (Chinese: 宁汉分裂), did not last long. In May 1927 Communists and peasant leaders in the Wuhan area were repeatedly attacked by Nationalist generals.[13] On June 1, Stalin sent a telegram to the Communists in Wuhan, calling for mobilisation of an army of workers and peasants



THE 
LONG
MARCH

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Light red areas show Communist enclaves. Areas marked by a blue "X" were overrun by Kuomintang forces during the Fourth Encirclement Campaign, forcing the Fourth Red Army (north) and the Second Red Army (south) to retreat to more western enclaves (dotted lines). The dashed line is the route of the First Red Army from Jiangxi. The withdrawal of all three Red Armies ends in the northeast enclave of Shaanxi.



Marshall arrives in China, 
12/10/1945

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout the length of the Second Sino-Japanese War an uneasy stalemate had existed between the Chinese Communists (CCP) and the Chinese Nationalists (KMT), while prior to the war, both parties had been in open conflict with each other. During this period numerous US military personnel and private writers visited and reported on the Communist Part of China. In 1936, international journalist Edgar Snow traveled and interviewed leading members of the Communist Party of China. Snow reported that Mao was a reformer rather than a radical revolutionary,[1] and many readers got the impression that the Chinese communists were "agrarian reformers."[2] In the 1944 Dixie Mission, US Colonel John Service visited the Communists and praised them, claimed that they were democratic reformers, likening them to European socialists rather than Soviet Communists and claimed that they were less corrupt and chaotic than the Nationalists.[3][4][5][6]US Ambassador to China Clarence Gauss recommended the United States "pull up the plug and let the whole Chinese Government go down the drain". General Patrick Hurley claimed that the Chinese Communists were not real communists. China Burma India Theater Commander Joseph Stilwellrepeatedly claimed (in contradiction to Comintern statistics) that Communists were doing more than the KMT, and sought to cut off all US aid to China.[7][8]American attempts during the Second World War to end the intermittent Chinese Civil War between the two factions had failed, notably the Hurley Mission: in 1944 General Patrick Hurleyapproached both groups, and believed that their differences were comparable to the Republicans and Democrats in the United States.[9] Throughout the war, both the CCP and the KMT had accused the other of withholding men and arms against the Japanese in preparation for offensive actions against the other. Thus, in a desperate attempt to keep the country whole, President Harry S Truman in late 1945 sent General George Marshall as his special presidential envoy to China to negotiate a unity government.Marshall arrived in China on 20 December 1945. His goal was to unify the Nationalists and Communists with the hope that a strong, non-Communist China, would act as a bulwark against the encroachment of the Soviet Union. Immediately, Marshall drew both sides into negotiations which would occur for more than a year. No significant agreements were reached, as both sides used the time to further prepare themselves for the ensuing conflict. In order to assist in brokering a ceasefire between the Nationalists and Communists, the sale of weapons and ammunition by the US to the Nationalists were suspended between 29 July 1946 to May 1947.[10] Finally, in January 1947, exasperated with the failure of the negotiations, Marshall left China. Soon afterward, Marshall was appointed United States Secretary of State (foreign affairs secretary).The failure of the Marshall Mission signaled the renewal of the Chinese Civil War. George Marshall returned to the United States, became United States Secretary of State, and committed himself to the revitalization of Europe with the Marshall Plan, which was a great success. By 1949, the Kuomintang was driven from the Chinese mainland to Taiwan and the Communists established the People's Republic of China.�Attack by Joe McCarthy[edit]On 9 June 1951, Douglas MacArthur charged that the post-war Marshall mission to China committed "...one of the greatest blunders in American diplomatic history, for which the free world is now paying in blood and disaster..."[11] in a telegram to Senator William F. Knowland. On 14 June 1951, as the Korean War stalemated in heavy fighting between American and Chinese forces, Republican Senator Joe McCarthy attacked. He stated that Marshall was directly responsible for the "loss of China," as China turned from friend to enemy.[12] McCarthy said the only way to explain why the U.S. "fell from our position as the most powerful Nation on earth at the end of World War II to a position of declared weakness by our leadership" was because of "a conspiracy so immense and an infamy so black as to dwarf any previous such venture in the history of man".[13] McCarthy argued that General Albert Coady Wedemeyer had prepared a wise plan that would keep China a valued ally, but that it had been sabotaged; "only in treason can we find why evil genius thwarted and frustrated it." [14] Specifically McCarthy alleged:"When Marshall was sent to China with secret State Department orders, the Communists at that time were bottled up in two areas and were fighting a losing battle, but that because of those orders the situation was radically changed in favor of the Communists. Under those orders, as we know, Marshall embargoed all arms and ammunition to our allies in China. He forced the opening of the Nationalist-held Kalgan Mountain pass into Manchuria, to the end that the Chinese Communists gained access to the mountains of captured Japanese equipment. No need to tell the country about how Marshall tried to force Chiang Kai-shek to form a partnership government with the Communists."[15]Public opinion on Marshall's record became bitterly divided along party lines. In 1952, Dwight Eisenhower, while campaigning successfully for President of the United States, denounced the Truman administration's failures in Korea, campaigned alongside McCarthy, and refused to defend Marshall's policies.[16]�



TWO  VIDEOs of CHINESE HISTORY 1911 - 1949

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klAjaujdE6M *8 minutes

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/euro-hist/china-early-1900s/v/overview-of-chinese-history-
1911-1949 *11 minutes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klAjaujdE6M
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/euro-hist/china-early-1900s/v/overview-of-chinese-history-1911-1949


THREE GREAT REFERENCES FOR YOUR INTEREST

• http://collections.mun.ca/PDFs/radical/MaoTseTungontheChineseRevolution.pdf
• https://allthatsinteresting.com/chinese-civil-war#18
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmmtU5QpQKE

MAO’S WRITINGS AND PHILOSOPHIES

PHOTOS FROM THE CHINESE CIVIL WAR

EXCERPT FROM A DOCUMENTARY ABOUT THE CIVIL WAR, ACTUAL FOOTAGE 

http://collections.mun.ca/PDFs/radical/MaoTseTungontheChineseRevolution.pdf
https://allthatsinteresting.com/chinese-civil-war#18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmmtU5QpQKE
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