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Have You Ever Wanted
to Write Your
Family History?
Karen McPherson
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The Process
1. Select a Topic
2. Write About It
3. Publish It
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SELECTING A TOPIC
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Chronological
• Pick a point in your
family history and
write the story
about who your
ancestors were, how
they lived, and
where they went.
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Topical

7

Topical

8

Topical

9

3

6/3/2021

Topical
If all else fails –
write about yourself!!!
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A Story
• My Aunt Mary wrote her memoirs in 2020. She
printed them out and sent them to family.
• After my mother (her sister) died in 2012, I found
the manuscript and held on to it.
• A few years later I decided to surprise Aunt Mary
and publish it for her on Lulu.
• I gave it to Aunt Mary for Christmas and you
would have thought I had hung the moon.
• She was so proud of herself.
• Aunt Mary died on May 13 of this year.
• This book will frame her eulogy – her stories, told
in her own words.
• We can all do this.
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Brainstorm

• Read genealogy blogs to get
the creative juices flowing
• Join genealogy social media
groups to get ideas

–Generations Café
–Facebook Groups
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HOW TO JOIN FACEBOOK IF
YOU DON’T WANT TO
“MESS WITH ALL OF THAT”
13

• Create a free gmail or yahoo
account
• Join Facebook with that email
• Join or “like” Genealogy
Groups or pages
• Delete the email account and
the FB page if it gets too
annoying.
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WRITING ABOUT IT
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The Words

• Tell a story – with a beginning, a middle, and
an end
– Make sentences from your facts
• I write on the keyboard – you do what works
for you
• Have you ever explored Talk to Text?
• Begin at the beginning – if you can

– You can always write the intro last

• Don’t worry about getting it right
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The Mechanics

• Microsoft Word or equivalent
• Write first, then edit
• Have someone else read
what you’ve written
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How to Finish

• Set a deadline and stick to it
• Stop writing new stuff and
begin to edit and format
• New stuff may emerge in this
process – make a note of it but
don’t write it yet.
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PUBLISHING IT
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Publishing

• Commercial – I don’t know
anything about that.
• Self-Publishing
– Amazon – to Kindle or to Print
– Lulu – create an ebook or print
book
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Lulu
•
•
•
•
•
•

Create an account (it’s free)
Complete your manuscript
Convert it to a pdf
Upload it
Design your book and cover
Print, please!

– Order as many or as few copies as
you want.
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HOW IT WORKS
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