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African American (free and slave) soldiers 1863-1865

“United States Colored Troops” in 40 major battles

Union Army- Soldiers 186,097
Officers- 7,122

Deaths- 36,000  (20%)
Deaths of white soldiers (10%)

Eight of these soldiers would die in battle



General William T. Sherman
“Blacks in every walk of life were diligent scouts, guides and spies, 
surveilling  the Confederate positions, purposes and resources.”



Blacks were capable soldiers

Gen. Henry McCullough, C.S.A.
“Their deadly charge, led by the  (CSA) negro force,
ran off the Yankees like whipped curs.”

“Remember Fort Pillow” was the black
rallying cry in every battle. It only stopped
when they were cut down.”

Gen. Benjamin Butler, USA ”…could teach a regiment of negroes the art 
of war sooner than the same number of men from Harvard or Yale.”

Sec. War Edwin Stanton: “The slave has proved his manhood, 
courage and capacity as an infantry soldier.
Trained negroes have fought as bravely as any Yankee soldiers.”



Comments and questions

Up next: 
The sad ending of the war



Amputations in the Civil War

80,000 amputations, poorly counted

Major battles- piles of limbs 15-20  feet tall, hands arms, legs, feet

No good prostheses

Amputation for infection

Minie ball defect

First hour of amputations

.58 caliber soft lead Miniball, destroyed vessel, nerve, bone, muscle, skin

Indications for amputation:
visible fracture
skin loss over bone

joint injury
shattered bone
infection or gangrene



If you lost your leg in the Civil War, you
walked with two crutches (no rubber tips).

Walk on a wet field
Saddle  and mount your  horse
Get into a buggy or wagon
Plow behind a horse

Fill a horse trough with water 
Repair a fence 
Split a log
Climb a ladder

Questions the banker might ask an amputee before he gives him a farm loan. 

judge, banker, merchants farmers needing loans for crops

Milk a cow
Deliver a calf
Feed the pigs
Slaughter a pig

“Can you….. “Can you….. “Can you…..



New word: “invalid” a person who 
is “not a valid member of society”

Pension $8.00 month ($200 today)



By 1978 flaps routinely prevented amputations

Muscle flap  to the ankle in a 10 year old

Skin flap and skin graft  reconstructions

80 year old exposed bone



United States Sanitary Commission 

Returning veterans: 
health care, jobs, lodging, soldier’s homes, pensions,  disabilities, 

Soldiers Personal
baked goods, candy, soap, socks, blankets, coffee, liquor, beer 

Camps
Inspected 1,100 regimental camps, supplied 15,000 nursing aids 
Burials with dignity and identification of unmarked graves

1861 after Bull Run, only the Union Army. Civilian agency.

Clara Barton 

Frederick Law Olmsted 



2,100,000 soldiers  Union  soldiers
880,000 soldiers Confederate soldiers 

Revolutionary War 25,000 (3 million today)

War 1812 20,000

Civil  War 750,000 to 850,000 of 31,000,000 (would be 9.6 million today)

WW I 116,000
WW II 405,000
Vietnam 58,000

Deaths of soldiers- 750,000 to 850,000 (counted at the end of battle)

“Sent home to die”  200,000 (estimated deaths)

Civilian deaths- 100,000    (known deaths)

2 out of 3  soldiers died from infections and hospital  illnesses



Elmira “Hellmira”

Andersonville

In both Andersonville and Elmira Prison Camps:
All prisoners outside, no shelter, no doctors. 3 x 8 feet for each person.
Eat in your space, starvation rations. No walking, no talking.

One creek for bathing and drinking. No sanitation.
Never changed clothes, filthy, bloody.
Rat and muskrat bites on legs, arms, earlobes, weeping  skin sores. 
Constant pain from immobility.

Sadistic guards. Shoot off fingers and toes for no reason.
Dozens of bodies every morning. 
Soldiers carried their dead to a mass grave. Guards shoot for talking.

POW’s- 410,000 POW’s (both armies), evenly divided, 30% mortality per year

“More horrific than battle. Worse than dying.”



“More horrific than battle. Worse than dying.”

humiliation
despair  
despondency
mental 
“imbecility”

Andersonville
Andersonville

Elmira

no outside contact with family
too weak to feed themselves
hopelessness



“Did the war start because of the secession, or because of
of an attempt to save the Union? It makes no difference to
the men who sacrificed their lives.”

“Those who brought war to our country deserve all the 
curses  and maledictions a people can pour out. “ 

General William Tecumseh Sherman



Thank you for your patience

Special thanks to Ann Covington and the Osher Team and 

Scott Orr, classmate, lawyer,  scholar, race car driver and dear friend



Thank you.

johnmccraw@yahoo.com

Comments and questions
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