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The Death of MM—Content By Lecture

• Lecture 2—The life and death of Marilyn Monroe
• Abbreviated biography of Marilyn Monroe 
• Perceived significant influences and behaviors in MM’s life and career
• Events of late 1961-1962
• Events of August 4 and 5, 1962 
• Aftermath of her passing
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Biography of Marilyn Monroe



Marilyn Monroe
(childhood)

• Born June 1, 1926 in LA County Hospital

• Birth Certificate read Norma Jeane
Mortenson 

• Mother listed as Gladys Pearl Baker, 
father as Martin Edward Mortenson

• MM’s mother was twice divorced and 
worked as a film cutter at Consolidated 
Film Industries

• Father was never verified but was 
suspected to be Charles Stanley Gifford, 
Glady’s supervisor at Consolidated Film

• Marilyn was cared for by neighbors and 
relatives until she was 7
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Marilyn Monroe
(childhood)

• In 1933 Gladys Baker purchased a home 
and brought Norma Jeane to live with her

• Marilyn is alleged to have been molested 
by a boarder.  

• Her mother couldn’t keep up the 
payments on the house, suffered a 
“nervous breakdown” and was 
institutionalized

• Marilyn became a “ward of the state” and 
was sent to the LA County Orphans Home 
where she lived from 1935 to 1937

• She was “rescued” by her mother’s friend 
Grace McKee Goddard.  She lived with 
the Goddards and other relatives until 
1942 (age 16)
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Marilyn Monroe
(adolesence)

• Norma Jeane attended Van Nuys high 
school in the early 1940’s

• Norma Jeane at age 16 married James 
Dougherty (21) in June 1942

• While Dougherty served in the Merchant 
Marine, Norma Jeane lived with his 
parents and worked in a defense plant 

• Norma Jeane was “discovered” by David 
Conover, of the USAAF First Motion 
Picture unit who helped her launch a 
modeling career

• By 1946, she was seeking screen tests, 
changed her name to Marilyn Monroe 
and divorced James Dougherty
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Marilyn Monroe
(young adulthood)

• After brief contracts with Fox and 
Columbia, Marilyn came under the 
tutelage of talent agent Johnny Hyde

• Appearances in The Asphalt Jungle and 
All about Eve got her noticed and 
resulted in seven-year contract with 
20th Century Fox

• In early 1950’s Marilyn availed herself 
of acting, dancing and singing classes 
at Fox and developed her talent

• By the end of 1953, Marilyn had 
appeared in several successful films 
and was an established actress

• In January 1954, she married baseball 
legend Joe DiMaggio.
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Marilyn Monroe
(mid/late 1950’s)

• Divorced DiMaggio in October 1954
• Moved to NYC in 1955 to study acting 

with Lee Strasburg (Actors Studio)
• Formed her own production company 

and attempted to be more selective in 
her film projects 

• Married playwright Arthur Miller in mid-
1956.  Suffered two miscarriages late 50’s

• Her reputation with directors and 
producers was tarnished by lateness to 
the set and inability to remember lines

• Marilyn’s films of the late 1950’s were a 
mixture of successes and flops 

• Becomes heavily involved with 
psychoanalysis and falls under tutelage of 
Drs. Marianne Kris and Stanley Greenson
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Marilyn Monroe
(early 1960’s)

• Drug and alcohol issues had worsened 
causing greater stresses on sets of her 
movies

• Her two movies released in the early 60’s 
were box office failures

• She divorced Arthur Miller in January 
1961 and moves back to Los Angeles

• In 1961, she undergoes two surgeries and 
is hospitalized for a month to treat 
depression

• Purchases her first home at 12305 Fifth 
Helena Drive, Brentwood (March ‘62)

• Sings Happy Birthday Mr. President to JFK 
on May 19, 1962

• Fired by Fox from movie Something’s Got 
to Give in June 1962
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Psychological Make-up of MM



The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Perceptions about MM’s psychological make-up
• Feelings of abandonment from her unstable childhood

• No acknowledgement by her father
• Numerous foster homes
• Stigma of spending time in the orphanage

• On the one hand she exhibited a shy, sensitive, gentle nature while 
also exhibiting a need for attention and a tendency toward narcissism 

• She was intelligent and could be hard working, but also disruptive in a 
work setting due to lack of punctuality, preparedness and insecurity 
about her acting

• The success of her films resulted in fame and public adoration which 
added to the pressures she was experiencing 
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Perceptions about MM’s psychological make-up
• Didn’t have many (any?) close friends but did have a have a support 

structure:
• Dr. Ralph Greenson
• Dr. Hyman Engelberg
• Lee and Paula Strasberg
• Robert (Bob) Slatzer
• Frank Sinatra
• Peter and Patricia Kennedy Lawford
• Joe DiMaggio
• Eunice Murray
• Pat Newcomb
• Allan “Whitey” Snyder—Make-up artist
• Ralph Roberts—Chauffeur & Masseur
• Jeanne Carmen
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Perceptions about MM’s psychological make-up
• She had experienced bouts of depression at various times and had 

attempted suicide on four previous occasions (1944, 1950, 1959, 
1960) by ingesting medications.  On each of these occasions, she was 
discovered and received medical attention before it was too late

• She was a chronic insomniac and had a habit of calling members of 
her inner circle in the middle of the night

• She had numerous love affairs, often with older powerful men, 
including most notably JFK and RFK

• Dependency on medications worsened through the years and had 
become a serious problem by the early 1960’s 
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Perceptions about MM’s psychological make-up
• Often described as being insecure about her acting talent and her lack 

of formal education
• Her inability to have children appears to have been a significant 

stressor and cause of unhappiness
• My perception is that by the early 1960’s MM’s behaviors made it 

increasingly likely that she was going to self destruct in some manner
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Late 1961 and 1962



Marilyn Monroe—late 1961/1962
November

M. Rudin and R. 
Greenson take 

over 
professional 

representation 
of MM.  Eunice 

Murray 
becomes her 
housekeeper

February
Mexico City 
spends time 

with suspected 
communist ex-

pats 

March

Returns to LA 
and purchases 

home in 
Brentwood

April    
Begins Filming 
Something’s 
Got to Give 
despite a 

serious sinus 
infection

May 19
Appears at 

MSG and sings 
Happy Birthday 
Mr. President 

to JFK

June
Fired from 

Something’s 
Got to Give 

and sued for 
breach of 

contract by Fox

July
Negotiates 

new contract 
with Fox and is 

re-instated.  
Contract never 

finalized.

August 5
Found non-

responsive by 
Dr. Greenson
and Eunice 

Murray 

Frank Wood 2/27/2023



August 4 & 5 1962



The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events of Saturday, August 4 (Official Version)

• 8:00am—Eunice Murray arrives for work, N. Jeffries laying kitchen floor, MM 
arises around 9am after a poor night’s sleep

• Morning—Did gardening, talked on phone, met with a photographer
• Noon—Pat Newcomb arises.  Pat argues with MM.
• 4:30pm—MM calls Dr. Greenson.  He arrives a few minutes later. 
• 5:00pm—Dr. Greenson requests Pat Newcomb leave the house
• 7:00pm—Dr Greenson leaves MM’s house.  Asks E. Murray to stay overnight
• ~7:15pm—E. Murray calls MM to phone to speak with Joe DiMaggio, Jr.
• ~7:45pm—Peter Lawford claims to have called MM.  She slurred her words, bid 

him to “Say Goodbye to the President” and then the phone went dead
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events of Sunday, August 5 (Official Version)

• 3:30am--Eunice Murray awakes sees light under MM’s locked door.  Knocks and doesn’t get an 
answer

• 3:30am--Calls Dr. Greenson who hurries over.
• 4:00am—Dr Greenson and E. Murray observe MM through window lying face down on bed 

clutching the phone
• 4:00am—Greenson breaks window to enter locked room and finds MM non-responsive
• 4:00am—Greenson phones Dr. Hyman Engleberg who comes to MM residence and is unable to 

revive her
• 4:25am—Dr. Engleberg reports MM’s death to West L. A. police station as a suicide
• 4:45am—Sgt. Jack Clemmons arrives at house and finds Eunice Murray, Dr. Greenson and Dr. 

Engleberg and observes MM’s corpse in her bedroom
• 4:45am—5:15am—Sgt Clemmons questions E. Murray, Dr. Greenson and Dr. Engleberg regarding 

discovery of the body.
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events of Sunday, August 5 

• 4:30am-5:00am—Press picks up Clemmon’s call for back-up and press and onlookers gather
• 5:15am—Sgt. Clemmons relieved at Cursum Perficio by Sgt. Martin Iannone
• 5:30am—Detectives from the West LA Division begin interviewing witnesses.  Rudin, Murray, 

Engleberg, Newcomb and Jeffries on at the scene.  Dr. Greenson has departed.  E. Murray alters 
time frame of discovery of body to 3:30am.  Revised timeline corroborated by Drs. Engleberg and 
Greenson.

• 5:45am—Guy Hockett and son from Westwood Village Mortuary arrive to pick up MM’s body and 
gather contents from the bedroom.  Based on rigor mortis, they estimate TOD as 9:30 to 11:30pm

• 6:30am—MM’s body loaded into mortuary van.  Capt. James Hamilton and several OCID officers 
observed at scene by reporters

• 6:30am—Newcomb, Murray and Jeffries escorted from house by Sgt. Iannone and seals placed on 
doors of main house and guest cottage

• 7:00am—Members of press follow body to Westwood Village Mortuary
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events of Sunday, August 5 

• 6:30am—Deputy Medical Examiner, Dr. Thomas Noguchi, arrives for work at LA County 
morgue and discovers a phone message left by coroner, Dr. Theodore Curphey instructing 
him to conduct the autopsy of MM

• 9am—Dr. Noguchi can’t locate body and has coroner’s aide Lionel Grandison track it 
down.  Grandison locates the body at Westwood Village Mortuary.  Body is moved to LA 
Hall of Justice morgue

• 10:30am—Body wheeled into examining room and autopsy begins.  Attendees are:  Dr. 
Noguchi, John Miner (Deputy District Attorney), Dr. Curphey (unacknowledged)

• 3:30pm—Autopsy completed
• Organs removed during autopsy are sent to Dr. R. J. Abernethy, toxicologist for LA County 

Coroner
• Dr. Noguchi observes no visual evidence of capsule residue in the mouth and no  visual 

evidence of barbituate or its residue in the stomach or intestines

Frank Wood 2/27/2023



The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events of August 6 

• 8:30am—Dr. Abernethy begins laboratory examination of MM’s 
organs and reports:

• Concentration of 4.5mg percent of pentobarbital and 8.0mg percent of cloral
hydrate in MM’s bloodstream.

• Concentration of 13mg percent of pentobarbital in MM’s liver
• Opinion is that MM’s death was due to a massive overdose of barbituates

• Later in the day—Dr Abernethy conveys his findings to Dr. Noguchi 
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events of August 6 

• Dr. Noguchi prepares his preliminary autopsy report noting:
• Body was discovered in a room locked from the inside
• No hypodermic needles were discovered in the locked room
• Eight prescription containers found at MM’s bedside included:

• Empty container of 25 capsules of 1.5 grains Nembutal (pentobarbital) filled 8/3/1962
• Chloral hydrate container filled 7/25/1962 of which 10 tablets remained

• Dr. Noguchi concluded that the COD was “acute barbiturate poisoning 
due to ingestion of an overdose”

• He circled “Suicide” as mode of death and wrote in word “probable”

Frank Wood 2/27/2023



The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events of August 6 

• Dr. Noguchi realizes that toxicology reports is limited in that only 
bloodstream and liver were examined.  He had requested reports on 
the kidney, stomach, urine and intestines and again asked for them.  
He was told that the samples of those organs had vanished.  Dr. 
Abernethy refused to discuss what became of the missing organ 
samples.

• Dr. Noguchi submits his preliminary autopsy report to Coroner 
Curphey.  

• There is no coroner’s inquest.  Dr. Curphey questions MM’s doctors.  
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events of August 6 to 8

• Dr. Curphey holds a press conference and reveals that MM definitely 
had not died from natural causes and that she may have accidentally 
taken an overdose of sleeping pills.

• He announces that her death would be probed by the coroner’s office and the 
Los Angeles Suicide Prevention Team, consisting of Dr. Robert Litman
(psychiatrist and professor at UCLA), Dr. Norman Farberow (prominent 
psychologist) and Dr. Norman Tabachnick.

• Using this approach no one was put under oath or cross-examined.  No other 
instances of a suicide investigated by this approach apparently exist

• August 6 through 8—Suicide Prevention Team holds a series of press 
conferences indicating an exhaustive, no limitations investigation
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events after August 6 
• August 14—Suicide Prevention Team announces at a press conference that 

it has concluded that “MM was an emotionally disturbed person who 
suffered from deep inner conflicts” and their investigation supports the 
suicide finding.

• August 12—Dr. Greenson is interviewed by John Miner who agrees not to 
reveal the contents of the interview out of doctor/patient confidentiality 
considerations.  Miner reaches the conclusion that MM did not commit 
suicide and files his opinion in a memorandum to the district attorney and 
the coroner’s office.

• Miner’s memo is suppressed and under pressure from Dr. Curphey, Lionel 
Grandison signs the Death Certificate indicating “probable suicide”
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events after August 6 

• August 21—Dr. Curphey and the Suicide Prevention Team call a press 
conference to announce the final findings of their respective 
“exhaustive investigations”

• Dr. Farberow goes through MM’s psychiatric history including fears and 
depressions.  He mentions past suicide attempts using sedative drugs.  He 
concludes: “On the basis of the information collected, it is our opinion that 
her death was a suicide.”

• Dr. Curphey announces the final coroner’s verdict as “probable suicide”
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
Events after August 6 

• August 8—Funeral at Westwood Village Memorial Park Cemetery is 
arranged by Joe DiMaggio, MM’s half sister, Berniece Baker Miracle and 
Inez Melton, MM’s business manager

• The funeral is private and only includes her closest associates.  Hollywood celebrities, 
such as Frank Sinatra, and the press were excluded.  

• Hundreds of spectators lined the streets around the cemetery.
• MM is entombed at Crypt No. 24 at the Corridor of Memories

• MM’s estate of $370k, after fees and expenses, provided bequests to her 
assistant and half-sister and provided a trust fund for her mother.

• The residual, including intellectual property, was split 75% to Lee Strasberg 
and 25% to Marianne Kris, her New York psychiatrist
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The Death of Marilyn Monroe
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Death of Marilyn 
Monroe
Dr. Thomas Noguchi (1927--)

• Emigrated to U.S. from Japan in 1951

• Joined LA County Coroners office in 1961

• Became Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner 
in 1967

• Among many others, he supervised the 
autopsies of RFK, Sharon Tate, Natalie 
Wood and John Belushi

• Demoted in 1982

• Later served as a professor at both USC 
and UCLA

• Accused at various times of 
mismanagement and catering too much 
to the media
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Death of Marilyn 
Monroe
Dr. Theodore Curphey (1897--1986)

• Chief Medical Examiner, Nassau County, 
NY, 1937-1957

• Coroner of Los Angeles County, 1957-
1967 (first named to that post)

• Coroner during autopsies of George 
Reeves, Marilyn Monroe and other 
celebrities

• After retiring in 1967, he consulted in 
forensic medicine and on the Suicide 
Prevention Board, which he founded  
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