
9/28/2017

1

To Be a Virginian . . .

To Be a Virginian
By birth, marriage, adoption, 
or even on one's mother's side

Is an introduction to any state in 
the Union,  a passport to any 

foreign nation, and a benediction 
from Almighty God

Official Song of the State of Virginia

“Carry Me Back to Old Virginny”
Written by a black minstrel show 

performer in the early 1900’s
Adopted as the state song in 

1940 
Designated “state song 

‘emeritus’” in 1997
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Carry Me back to Old Virginny
Written by James Bland

Carry me back to old Virginny,
There's where the cotton and the corn and tatoes grow,
There's where the birds warble sweet in the springtime,
There's where the old darke'ys heart am long'd to go,

There's where I labored so hard for old massa,
Day after day in the field of yellow corn,

No place on earth do I love more sincerely
Than old Virginny, the state where I was born.

CHORUS

Carry me back to old Virginny,
There's where the cotton and the corn and tatoes grow,
There's where the birds warble sweet in the springtime,
There's where this old darkey's heart am long'd to go.

Carry me back to old Virginny,
There let me live 'till I wither and decay,

Long by the old Dismal Swamp have I wandered,
There's where this old darke'ys life will pass away.

Massa and missis have long gone before me,
Soon we will meet on that bright and golden shore,

There we'll be happy and free from all sorrow,
There's where we'll meet and we'll never part no more.

And cheerfully at sea
Success you still entice
To get the pearl and gold,
And ours to hold
Virginia,
Earth's only paradise!

And the ambitious vine
Crowns with his purple mass,
The cedar reaching high
To kiss the sky,
The cypress, pine,
And useful sassafras;

Where nature hath in store
Fowl, venison, and fish,
And the fruitful'st soil,
Without your toil,
Three harvests more,
All greater than your wish.

To whose the golden age
Still nature's laws doth give;
No other cares that tend
But them to defend
From winter's age,
That long there doth not live.

When as the luscious smell
Of that delicious land,
Above the seas that flows,
The clear wind throws,
Your hearts to swell
Approaching the dear strand.

Virginia – Earth’s Only Paradise

Controversy settled
(for now)

 In 2015, by a vote of 39-0, Our Great 
Virginia was designated as the official 
traditional state song.
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Mountain Region – 19 counties, 4 
independent cities

Lee County is closer to the state capitals of seven other states than it is to Richmond, VA. The other state 
capitals are Columbus, OH; Frankfort, KY; Charleston, WV; Nashville, TN; Raleigh, NC; Columbia, SC; and 
Atlanta GA. Indianapolis, Indiana, is only six miles farther from Lee County than Richmond.

Valley
Region – 14 
counties and 9 
independent 
cities
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Northern
Region – 10 
counties and 
6 independent 
cities

Coastal Region 
– (also known 
as Tidewater) –
19 counties and 
9 independent 
cities

James River

Maryland

Chesapeake 
Bay

Northern 
Neck

Middle 
Peninsula

Peninsula

Southside
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And this area is 
called “The 
Eastern Shore” –
and don’t you 
forget it!

Central
Region – 35  
counties and 
11 
independent 
cities

Things to Understand about  
Virginia Politics

Virginia is a Commonwealth (as are 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and 
Kentucky) 
This was significant historically to the Virginians 

who declared independence in 1776 –
probably looking at the “commonwealth” (no 
king) during the English Civil War of the 1640s –
1650s.
Has no current significance
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Things to Understand about  
Virginia Politics

Voters do not register by political party
Elections are held in odd-numbered 

years
House of Delegates every two years
State-wide offices—every four years (in 

the year AFTER a Presidential election)
State Senate—every four years (in the 

year BEFORE a Presidential election

More Things to Understand 
about  Virginia Politics

Voter 
turnout:

YEAR TURNOUT 
(% Voting of Total Registered)

2008 74.0%
2009 40.4%

2010 44.01&
2011 28.61%
2012 71.06%

2013 43.0%
2014 41.6%
2015 29.1%
2016 72.05%

Presidential election

Statewide and 
House of Delegates 
elections; 
Mid-term federal 
elections
State House and 
Senate Elections

More Things to Understand 
about  Virginia Politics
“Right to Work” state
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More Things to Understand 
about  Virginia Politics

“Dillon Rule” state
Independent Cities
“Pay as you go”
Heavily gerrymandered
No campaign finance 

limitations

Virginia State Government

The General Assembly

The official name of the State Legislature
Dates from1619
Composed of a Senate and a House of 

Delegates
Meets annually, beginning in January, for 

60 days in even-numbered years and for 
30 days in odd-numbered years.
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House of Delegates

100 members. 
Each member represents 

approximately 84,000 Virginians. 
Two year term
Annual salary--$17,640. ++

Senate of Virginia

40 members. 
Four year term
Annual salary -- $18,000 ++ 
Each Senator represents about 

210,000 Virginians
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Executive Branch:  Governor

Position dates from the 1776
First elected governor—Patrick 
Henry
Last elected governor to serve 
in Williamsburg—Thomas 
Jefferson

Executive Branch:  Governor

Current governor:  Terry McAuliffe (D) 
Elected in 2013
4-year term
Ineligible to run in 2017

Executive Branch (continued)

Lieutenant Governor
Currently, Ralph Northam (D)
Elected at the same time and for the 

same term as the governor
No term limits
Power—preside over the Senate
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Executive Branch (continued)
Attorney General
Mark Herring (D) — elected  in 2013
Elected at the same time  and for 

the same term as the governor
No term limits
Function—to give legal advice to 

the state government

Which court are you in?  
Depends on who wrote the 
law or regulation you 
violated.

Derives from Article I, 
Section 8 of the US 
Constitution • Trial court


