A Comparison of the Plymouth and Jamestown Colonies
David Whiting and John Delano

Class #1 on March 25
Jamestown: In the context of great power rivalries (1492-1607)
Plymouth: Reality of Europe and selection of new world site
Class #2 on April 1
Jamestown: Strife, tobacco, quest for supremacy (1607-1634)
Plymouth: Adapting to new world and indigenous culture
Class #3 on April 8
Jamestown: Economic success, strife, supremacy, separation (1634-1699)
Plymouth: Impact of mass English migration (1630-1700)

Jamestown colonists

desperate, greedy, violent
adventurers?

Plymouth colonists

hardworking, pious,
well-intentioned refugees?

Coarse weave of the historical fabric
1492: Christopher Columbus discovered the New World
1494: Treaty of Tordesillas
(Spain and Portugal divide the Earth into two spheres of influence)
1517: Protestant Reformation (Martin Luther)
1519: Hernando Cortez arrived in Mexico City
1533: Henry VIII broke with the Roman Catholic Church
1536: Henry VIII deposed FitzGerald dynasty in Ireland

ca.1570: Wahunsenacawh (Powhatan) inherited leadership of 6 tribes
1578: John Dee: Prophesy of a “British empire”
1585: Start of Anglo-Spanish war (Protestants vs Catholics)
1587: English settlement at Roanoke Island founded

1588: Defeat of Spanish armada by the English
1604: End of Anglo-Spanish war: Treaty of London
1605: Gunpowder Plot against British Parliament

Jamestown
In the context of great power rivalries (1492-1607)
What goals, expectations, and misconceptions
about the New World influenced the strategies
and behaviors of the Europeans?
Wealth
Empire
Exploration
Cultural superiority
Religious conversion
Western route to Asia
Land for excess population
Roman concept of res nullius

Class #1 on March 25

Jamestown: In the context of great power rivalries

Spanish
English
French
Dutch
Powhatans

Spanish

Portuguese

Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)

Hernando Cortes (1485-1547)

Expedition in 1519 - 1521

The expedition was conceived in terms of conquest,
subjugation, and colonization, in which the latter must be
accompanied by development of the territory’s resources.
J. H. Elliott (2006) Empires of the Atlantic World: Britain and Spain in America 1492-1830.
Yale University Press, New Haven. 546pp.

1529

1539-42
1542-43
1543

Charles M. Hudson (1997) Knights of Spain, Warriors of the Sun: Hernando De Soto
and the South's Ancient Chiefdoms, University of Georgia Press, Athens, GA . 594pp.

Motivations for Spanish explorations in the 16th century
of the southeastern coast of North America
(a) Sea route to the Pacific for the spice trade
(b) Religious conversion of the Indians to Catholicism

(c) Furs and riches for European nobility
(d) Shelters for treasure-laden galleons during storms
(e) Bases for defense against pirates (e.g., English)

Ajacan

Modified after … Charlotte M. Gradie (1988)
Spanish Jesuits in Virginia: The mission that failed.
Virginia Mag. History Biog., 96 (2), 131-156.

180 tons gold ($10 billion)
16,000 tons silver ($13 billion)
Charles I

Philip II

Philip III

Philip IV

Data from … Dennis O. Flynn (1982) Fiscal crisis and the decline of Spain (Castile).
Journal of Economic History, 42 (1), 139-147.
Earl J. Hamilton (1934) American Treasure and the Price Revolution in Spain, 15011650. Harvard University Press, Cambridge. 474pp.

Reigns of Spanish kings

Charles I (1516-1556)
Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor

Philip II (1556-1598)

Philip IV (1621-1665)

Philip III (1598-1621)

Charles II (1665-1700)

Philip II

(reign in 1556-1598)

Spanish view of North American Indians
“Philip II … became convinced that efforts
to colonize the region were a costly waste of
time. The seminomadic Indians seem
absolutely unwilling to farm for the
colonizers, pay them tribute, or even
permanently respect their authority. They
would simply melt away into the woods,
reappearing later at inopportune moments.”

Camilla Townsend (2011) Mutual appraisals: The shifting paradigms of the English,
Spanish, and Powhatans in Tsenacomoco, 1560-1622, in Early Modern Virginia:
Reconsidering the Old Dominion (Douglas Bradburn and John C. Coombs, eds.),
p. 57-89. Univ. of Virginia Press, Charlottesville. 350pp.

Views on the decline of the Spanish empire
Spain “…could have directed New World profits toward domestic development but chose
otherwise. The Holy Roman Emperor Charles V and his son Philip II believed that God
created them for the purpose of extending the empire, which implied costly worldwide
attempts to eradicate religious cancers like Islam and Protestantism.”
Dennis O. Flynn (1982) Fiscal crisis and the decline of Spain (Castile).
Journal of Economic History, 42 (1), 139-147.
“With prophetic wisdom, Spanish economists of the seventeenth century denounced most of
the evils leading Spain to ruin – primogeniture, … vagabondage, deforestation,
redundance of ecclesiastics, contempt for manual labor and arts, … monetary chaos,
and oppressive taxation.”
“History records few instances of either such able diagnosis of fatal social ills by any group
of moral philosophers or of such utter disregard by statesmen of sound advice.”
Earl J. Hamilton (1938) Revisions in economic history: VIII. The decline of Spain.
Economic History Review, 8 (2), 168-179.
“It has been said that Charles V was a warrior and a king; Philip II only a king;
Philip III and Philip IV not even kings, and Charles II not even a man.”
Anonymous* archival document printed in 1869, vol. 100, p. 467 of ‘Littell’s Living Age’.
*The author may have been Marquis de Villars, who was French ambassador in Madrid
during Charles II’s reign (1661-1700).
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3 levels of barbarism (Non-Christian)

Samuel Purchas, John Locke, William Strachey, and Thomas Hariot
were guided by Jose de Acosta (1540-1600) at the Jesuit College in Salamanca

First class: Some form of religion, stable government, legal system,
fortified cities, prosperous commerce, written language
Second class: First class, but without written language
Third class: Second class, but without government, fixed settlements,
legal system, or prosperous commerce. “They could possess no
dominion, let alone sovereignty, and were more like beasts than
men.” They merely occupy the land without owning it.
Andrew Fitzmaurice (2007) Moral uncertainty in the dispossession of Native
Americans, in The Atlantic World and Virginia, 1550-1624 (Peter C. Mancall, ed.),
383-409. University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 596pp.

Late 16th – early 17th century English views on another culture
“… the English were the new Romans come to civilize (them), as the Romans had once civilized the
ancient Britons. England was now the new Rome, the center of civilization.” [ca. 1570]
“… (the other culture) neither loves nor dreads God nor yet hates the Devil, they are superstitious and
worshippers of images and open idolaters.” [1572]
“… the English recognized a distinction between Christianity and civilization, and believed that a
people could be civilized without being made Christian but not Christianized without first being made
civil. It was admitted that the Romans had been civilized despite being pagans.” [1602]
“… (the other culture) lives like beasts, void of law and all good order, and they are more uncivil, more
uncleanly, more barbarous and more brutish in their customs and demeanors than in any other part of
the world that is known.” [1609]

“… the English were aware of the severity of the Spaniards in dealing with those who did not measure
up to their standards of civility, and it appears that this knowledge strengthened the English in their
conviction that they were justified in their own harsh treatment of (the Indians).” [1610]
“… the vast disparity between their (English) own culture and that of the (Indian) population whose
way of life was against all sense and reason, they sought to protect themselves from the contaminating
influence of their environment by adopting policies of segregation and exclusion. … mixed marriages
would tempt the English partner to lapse into degenerate … ways.” [1612]
Nicholas P. Canny (1973) The ideology of English colonization: From Ireland to America. William and
Mary Quarterly, 30 (4), 575-598.
J. H. Elliott (2006) Empires of the Atlantic World: Britain and Spain in America 1492-1830. Yale
University Press, New Haven. 546pp

Queen Elizabeth I (1533 – 1603)

George Gower, ca.1588

John Dee: General and Rare Memorials pertaining
to the Perfect Art of Navigation (1577)

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/john-dees-general-and-rarememorials-bound-with-a-signed-manuscript

James I (1566 – 1625)

Painting by Daniel Mytens, 1621

Charles I (1600 – 1649)

Painting by Anthony van Dyck, 1636

1606 engraving of the Gunpowder Plot conspirators,
November 5, 1605 (National Portrait Gallery, London)

Jamestown
In the context of great power rivalries (1492-1607)
What goals, expectations, and misconceptions
about the New World influenced the strategies
and behaviors of the Europeans?
Spain

England

Wealth


Empire


Exploration


Cultural superiority


Religious conversion


Western route to Asia

Land for excess population

Roman concept of res nullius



Conquest
Subjugation
Spanish

Expulsion
English

“The Spanish and the English alike accepted the Roman
Law principle of ‘res nullius’, whereby unoccupied land
remained the common property of mankind, until being
put to use.”
“A similar principle would govern land titles in Spanish
colonial America: possession was conditional on
occupation and use.”
J. H. Elliott (2006) Empires of the Atlantic World: Britain and Spain in America 1492-1830.
Yale University Press, New Haven. 546pp.
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‘Verrazzano’s Ship, La Dauphine at Montauk Point #2’
by Art Lesser

Giovanni da Verrazzano (1485-1528)

Excerpt from letter to French King Francis I on 8 July 1524
“We had seen many people coming to the
seashore, but they fled when they saw us
approaching; several times they stopped and
turned around to look at us in great
wonderment. We reassured them with various
signs, and some of them came up, showing
great delight at seeing us and marveling at our
clothes, appearance, and our whiteness; they
showed us by various signs where we could
most easily secure the boat, and offered us
some of their food.”
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/amerbegin/contact/text4/verrazzano.pdf

French Florida in 1562
by N. Bellin, 18th century
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Henry Hudson (1565-1611)

Fort Orange, 1635
(Painting by L. F. Tantillo)

http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/about/press/kits/fort-orange
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What goals, expectations, and misconceptions
about the Europeans influenced the strategies
and behaviors of the Powhatans?

Wealth
Empire
Technology
Powerful allies
Cultural superiority

James D. Rice (2020) War and Politics: Powhatan
Expansionism and the Problem of Native American
Warfare. William and Mary Quarterly, 77 (1), 3-32.

Powhatans
“The manner of their attire
and painting themselves
when they go to their general
huntings or at their solemn
feasts.”
“large stature, noble presence”
(Robert Beverley, 1705)

Drawing by John White in 1585

https://owlcation.com/humanities/The-Chesapeake-Indians-and-Powhatans-Prophecy

Robert Beverly (1722) The history of Virginia, in four parts. III. The native Indians,
their religion, laws, and customs, in war and peace. B. and S. Tooke, London.

Reconstruction of Powhatan dwellings

Members of the Spanish Jesuit mission in Virginia
(September 1570 – February 1571)

Juan Baptista de Segura (Jesuit priest; leader of expedition)
Luis de Quiros (Jesuit priest)
Gabriel Gomez (Jesuit Brother)
Sancho Zaballos (Jesuit Brother)
Pedro Mingot de Linares (Jesuit Brother)
Don Luis de Velasco (Christianized Powhatan; abducted in 1561)
Cristobal Redondo (Lay catechist)
Gabriel de Solis (Lay catechist)
Juan Baptista Mendez (Lay catechist)
C. M. Lewis and A. J. Loomie (1953) The Spanish Jesuit Mission in Virginia
1570 - 1572. University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 336pp.

Jesuit Mission
10 Sept. 1570
to 8 Feb. 1571
10 miles

Spring 1571
August 1572

C. M. Lewis and A. J. Loomie (1953) The Spanish Jesuit
Mission in Virginia 1570 - 1572. University of North
Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 336pp.
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Naval Supply
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Google Earth image

Excerpts from letter by Spanish Jesuit priests
(12 September 1570)

“It seems to them that Don Luis has been raised from the dead and come down from heaven. Those
who remain are all his relatives who are greatly consoled by him and they have regained hope and
faith that God wants to favor them.”

“We have seen the good will these people demonstrate even though, …, they are so hungry they all are
expecting to die from hunger and the winter cold just as many have in past winters.”
“I certainly believe we will not lack opportunities to exercise the virtue of patience and it will be
necessary to suffer greatly.”
“…, it is not good to come by way of the river where we entered, not having had such good
information from the Indians. Therefore, the navigator has gone by land today about two leagues
from here to see a river by which they should enter when, with good luck, they return to bring us
provisions and to visit. By that route one can travel by sea as far as the place where we have to make
camp.”
“Don Luis has done well, as was hoped, and is quite obedient to whatever Father wishes him to do
and he does so respectfully, treating the rest of us in the same manner.”
“… we have to be living here in this place, in large part, on what the Indians give us. Therefore, you
ought to advise those who come here not to barter in any way, … If they do bring some things to
barter, those things should be given to Don Luis who can ensure that something of like value be
offered in return. They should not deal with the Indians except in a manner judged fitting here.”
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Letter_from_Luis_de_QuirA

Jesuit missionaries were killed in
February 1571

1675 engraving by Melchior Kusell in
C. M. Gradie (1988) Spanish Jesuits in Virginia:
The mission that failed. Virginia Magazine of
History and Biography, 96 (2), 131-156.

Is the identity of Paquiquineo (aka Don Luis de Velasco) known?
Paramount Chief Powhatan (1545 - 1618)

Linwood “Little Bear” Custalow and Angela L. Daniel “Silver Star” (2007) The True Story
of Pocahontas: The Other Side of History. Fulcrum Publishing, Golden, CO. 138pp.

Paramount Chief Opechancanough (1554 - 1646)

C. M. Lewis and A. J. Loomie (1953) The Spanish Jesuit Mission in Virginia 1570-1572.
University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 336pp.
Carl Bridenbaugh (1980) Jamestown, 1544-1699. Oxford University Press, 199pp.

Identity not known, but member of important Powhatan family

Camilla Townsend (2011) Mutual appraisals: The shifting paradigms of the English, Spanish,
and Powhatans in Tsenacomoco, 1560-1622, in Early Modern Virginia: Reconsidering the
Old Dominion (Douglas Bradburn and John C. Coombs, eds.), p. 57-89. University of Virginia
Press, Charlottesville. 350pp.
Daniel K. Richter (2007) Tsenacommacah and the Atlantic World, in The Atlantic World and
Virginia, 1550-1624 (Peter C. Mancall, ed.), p. 29-65. University of North Carolina Press,
Chapel Hill. 596pp.
Helen C. Rountree (1990) Pocahontas’s People: The Powhatan Indians of Virginia through
Four Centuries. Univ. of Oklahoma, Norman. 420pp.

“… the white man came with good if misguided intentions.
The London Company’s early directives insisted that settlers
treat the Indians humanely, … be brought into the Christian
fold, … relieved with civilized food and clothing, and …
trained by gentle means to those manual arts and skills
which they … do admire to see in us.”
David Freeman Hawke (1988) Everyday Life in Early America.
Harper & Row, New York. 195pp.

What did the English intend for the Powhatans to become?

Loyal English subjects

Christians

Farmers and Traders

What did the Powhatans intend for the English to become?
Loyal Powhatan subjects

Suppliers of metals

Philip III of Spain
(1578 - 1621)

Chief Powhatan
(1545 - 1618)

“The Spaniard knew too much and the Indian too little
to be able to see the long term clearly. They would each
learn their error in the next fifteen years,…
but by then it would be too late.
In the interstices of their shifting paradigms,
Jamestown was forged.”
Camilla Townsend (2011) Mutual appraisals: The shifting paradigms of the English,
Spanish, and Powhatans in Tsenacomoco, 1560-1622, in Early Modern Virginia:
Reconsidering the Old Dominion (Douglas Bradburn and John C. Coombs, eds.), p. 57-89.
University of Virginia Press, Charlottesville. 350pp.

Captain John Smith’s comparison of Virginia
and the Spanish West Indies
(1624 ‘The General History’, Book 3, Chapter 9)

“… what the Spaniard got was chiefly the spoil and pillage of those
country people and not the labors of their own hands.
But had those fruitful countries been as savage, as barbarous, as illpeopled, as little planted, labored … as Virginia, their proper labors
it is likely would have produced as small profit as ours.”
“… But we chanced in a land even as God made it, where we found
only an idle, improvident, scattered people, ignorant of the
knowledge of gold or silver or any commodities, and careless of
anything but from hand to mouth, except baubles of not worth.”

