Class #3 on April 8
Jamestown: Economic success, strife, supremacy, separation
(1622-1699)
Plymouth: Impact of mass English migration (1630-1700)

Peace and Amity (1614 - 1622)
Rev. Patrick Copeland in Spring 1622
“… peace and amity fondly concluded and faithfully
kept between the English and the Natives, that fear of
killing each other is now vanished away.”

George Thorpe
College of Henricus

Home for Opechacanough
English mastiffs

Engraving by Matthaeus Merian (1593-1650) depicting the 1622
massacre at Martin’s Hundred near Jamestown, Virginia.
Published in America by Theodore de Bry in 1628.
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Jamestown

10 miles

Frederic W. Gleach (1997) Powhatan’s World and Colonial Virginia:
A Conflict of Cultures. Univ. of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 241pp.

2nd War

1st War



 = enslaved Africans

Data from …Carville Earle (1979) Environment, disease, and mortality in
early Virginia. Journal of Historical Geography, 5 (4), 365-390
Karen O. Kupperman (1979) Apathy and death in early Jamestown.
Journal of American History, 66 (1), 24-40.
John J. McCusker and Russell R. Menard (1985) The Economy of British
America, 1607-1789. Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
Helen C. Rountree (1988) The Powhatan Indians of Virginia: Their
Traditional Culture. Univ. of Oklahoma Press, Norman. 221pp.
Lyon Gardiner Tyler (1904) The American Nation: A History, Vol. 4,
England in America. Harper and Brothers Publishers, New York. 397pp.

Edward Waterhouse
(Secretary of the Virginia Company)
August 1622

“Indians are treacherous,
devilish, inhumane, viperous
hell-hounds, and wicked
infidels who despised God’s
great mercies so freely
offered to them.”
“English had possession of
no more ground than their
waste, and our purchase.”

“English now have the right
to inhabit the cleared
grounds in all their villages.”
https://scholarscompass.vcu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?arti
cle=1003&context=britva

Consequences of the attack on March 22, 1622
Hastened the demise of the Virginia Company
Contributed to increased mortality

Major shift in English policy

Letter by Governor Francis Wyatt in 1623
“Our first work is expulsion of the savages to gain the free
range of the country for increase of cattle and swine, etc.,
which will more than restore us, for it is infinitely better to
have no heathen among us, who at best were but as thorns
in our sides, than to be at peace and league with them.”
Alden T. Vaughan (1978) “Expulsion of the salvages”: English policy and the
Virginia massacre of 1622. William and Mary Quarterly, 35 (1), 57-84.

Doc. CCLII
Excerpts from letter from Treasurer and Council for Virginia
to Governor in Jamestown
(August 1, 1622)
“burning of their corn”
“put in execution all other ways and means of their destruction”
“provoke their neighboring enemies by reward of beads and copper”
“surprise them in their habitations”
“intercepting them in their hunting”
“burning their towns”
“destroying their temples”
“destroying their canoes”
“carrying away their corn”
“plucking up their weares”
Susan M. Kingsbury, ed. (1932) Records of the Virginia Company, 1606-26, Volume III.
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC. 806pp. (page 672)
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mtj8.vc03/?sp=602

What were the terms of the 1632 peace treaty?

Indians were forbidden to …
… enter English plantations and houses
… steal any English belongings (e.g., cattle; hogs)
… attack English hunters in the forest
… speak with any English colonists
… trespass on English lands
C. E. Horton, Jr. and C. E. Horton (1983) Dr. John Pott: America’s first
physician-governor and revolutionary. Bulletin of the New York Academy
of Medicine, 59 (7), 678-685.
A. T. Vaughan (1978) Expulsion of the Salvages: English Policy and the Virginia
Massacre of 1622. William & Mary Quarterly, 35 (1), 57–84.

Badge for Indian messengers

https://vahistorical.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/sov_contact_indianbadge_patomeck-1834-1_back.jpg

Track of the 1634 palisade
Queen’s Creek

York
River

Colonial
Williamsburg

Jamestown
James River
Google Earth image

John W. Delano (2020) Alignment of old land surveys for accurately locating archaeological
sites: The 1634 and 1646 Palisades in Middle Plantation, Colonial Virginia.
Historical Archaeology, 54 (2), 502-509.

1634

Jamestown

Frederic W. Gleach (1997) Powhatan’s World and Colonial Virginia:
A Conflict of Cultures. Univ. of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 241pp.
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 = enslaved Africans

Tobacco exports from Jacob M. Price, et al. (1975) Historical Statistics of the United States:
Colonial Times to 1970. Part 2. Series Z441-472. Dept. of Commerce. Washington, DC.
Slave population from Susan Westbury (1985) Slaves of colonial Virginia: Where they came
from. William and Mary Quarterly, 42 (2), 228-237.

1646 Peace Treaty with Necotowance
https://edu.lva.virginia.gov/docs/1646Treatytrans.pdf

Act I by the General Assembly on 5 October 1646
Article 1. Indians acknowledge allegiance to the King of England. Future Indian
rulers to be either appointed or confirmed by the King’s governors.
Article 2. Indians can hunt and inhabit the north side of the York River.
Article 3. Indians are to leave the land between the York River and James River
from the falls. It will be lawful for the English to kill trespassing Indians not
displaying the appropriate badge.
Article 4. English who trespass into the land north of the York River would be
guilty of a felony, unless …
Article 6. Any English who conceal Indians in the restricted land will be executed.
Article 9. Indians will return all English prisoners, African slaves, and guns in
their possession.
Article 10. Indian children less than 12 years old are free to live among the English.
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia
from the First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. I, p. 323-326.
R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol01-13.htm

1652

Jamestown

Frederic W. Gleach (1997) Powhatan’s World and Colonial Virginia:
A Conflict of Cultures. Univ. of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 241pp.

Bounties on wolves enacted by the General Assembly

Act I (March 1656)
For every eight wolves heads brought in by the Indians,
The King or Great Man (as they call him) shall have a cow
delivered him at the charge of the Public, This will be a step
to civilizing them and to making them Christians, besides it
will certainly make the commanding Indians watch over
their own men that they do us no injuries, knowing that by
their default they may be in danger of losing their estates, …
William Waller Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large, Being a Collection of
All the Laws of Virginia from the First Session of the Legislature in the Year
1619. Volume 1, p. 393. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol01-13.htm

Bacon’s Rebellion (1676 - 1677)

http://www.virginiaplaces.org/military/baconsrebellion.html

Painting by Sidney King
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Tobacco exports from Jacob M. Price, et al. (1975) Historical Statistics of the United States:
Colonial Times to 1970. Part 2. Series Z441-472. Dept. of Commerce. Washington, DC.
Slave population from Susan Westbury (1985) Slaves of colonial Virginia: Where they came
from. William and Mary Quarterly, 42 (2), 228-237.

Treaty of Middle Plantation: Articles of Peace
Memorandum of the 29th day of May, 1677

“… the said Indian Kings and Queens Signed and delivered
the Articles to the Honorable Governor upon their knees, and
received that other part, signed and delivered on behalf of the
King’s Majesty, in the same posture of kneeling, of their own
accords kissing the Paper as they transferred it from hand to
hand to each other, until every one had done the like Mark of

Reverence to it, in sign of a most free and joyful acceptance
of this Peace concluded with them.”
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/articles-of-peace-1677/

Badge issued following
1677 Treaty of Middle Plantation

https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/jame1/moretti-langholtz/appendixa1.htm

Data from … John J. McCusker and Russell R. Menard (1991) The Economy of British America,
1607-1789. University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 513pp. (Tables 5.1 and 6.4)

Data from … John J. McCusker and Russell R. Menard (1991) The Economy of British
America, 1607-1789. University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 513pp.
(Table 5.1)

Virginia needed laborers
What was the incentive for an indentured servant to work?
(legal punishment and eventual freedom)
Upon completion of servitude,
white indentured servants were often unruly.
What was the incentive for an enslaved laborer to work?
(legal punishment)

“Slaves could not be made to work for fear of losing liberty,
so they had to be made to fear for their lives. … In order to
get work out of men and women who had nothing to gain
but absence of pain, you had to be willing to beat, maim,
and kill. And society had to be ready to back you even to
the point of footing the bill for the property you killed.”
Edmund S. Morgan (1975) American Slavery – American Freedom:
The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia. W. W. Norton & Co., New York. 454pp.

Diminishing supply of indentured labor
coming from England, increasing labor
costs, and decreasing prices for enslaved
Africans caused a major shift in ca.1700.
(m/f) = 1.3/1.0

(m/f) = 1.6/1.0
(m/f) = 7.5/1.0

Data from … John J. McCusker and Russell R. Menard (1991) The Economy of British America,
1607-1789. University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 513pp.
(Table 6.4)

Transatlantic slave trade

David Eltis and David Richardson (2010) Atlas of the Transatlantic Slave Trade.
Yale University Press, New Haven. 336pp.

Data from Virginia Probate Files

Data tabulated in … John C. Coombs (2011) Beyond the “Origins Debate”: Rethinking the rise of
Virginia slavery, in Early Modern Virginia: Reconsidering the Old Dominion (Douglas Bradburn and
John C. Coombs, eds.), p. 239-278. University of Virginia Press, Charlottesville. 351pp.

Slaves greeting plantation owner’s family
visiting the slave quarters in Virginia in the 1700s

The tobacco gentry dominated local politics, were highly
conscious of class position, and believed that their future
and that of the colony were closely tied.
John J. McCusker and Russell R. Menard (1991) The Economy of British America,
1607-1789. University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. 513pp.

Some laws about enslaved laborers* in Virginia
(*Africans, Indians, Mulattos)
September 1668: Act I. An act about the casual killing of slaves
“Be it enacted and declared by this grand assembly, if any slave resist his master (or other by
his masters order correcting him) and by the extremity of the correction should chance to die,
that his death shall not be accounted felony, but the master (or that other person appointed by
the master to punish him) be acquit from molestation, since it cannot be presumed that …
malice (which alone makes murder felony) should induce any man to destroy his own estate.”
(Hening, II, 270)
June 1680: Act X. An act for preventing negro insurrections
“… if any negro or other slave shall presume to lift up his hand in opposition against any Christian,
shall for every offense,…, have and receive thirty lashes on his bare back well laid on.”

“And it is hereby further enacted by the authority that if any negro or other slave shall absent
himself from his master’s service and lie hidden and lurking in obscure places, committing
injuries to the inhabitants, and shall resist any person or persons that shall by any lawful
authority be employed to apprehend and take the said negro, that then in case of such
resistance, it shall be lawful for such person or persons to kill the said negro or slave so lying
out and resisting, and that this law be once every six months published at the respective
county courts and parish churches within this colony.” (Hening, II, 481-482)
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia from the
First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. II. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol01-13.htm

Some laws about enslaved laborers* in Virginia
(*Africans, Indians, Mulattos)

April 1691: Act XVI. An act for suppressing outlying slaves
“… in case any negroes, mulattoes or other slave or slaves lying out as
aforesaid shall resist, runaway, or refuse to deliver and surrender him
or themselves to any person or persons that shall be by lawful
authority … it shall and may be lawful for such person and persons to
kill and destroy such negroes, mulattoes, and other slave or slaves …
Provided that where any negro or mulatto slave or slaves shall be
killed in pursuance of this act, the owner or owners of such negro or
mulatto slave shall be paid for such negro or mulatto slave four
thousand pounds of tobacco by the public.” (Hening, III, 86)
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia from the
First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. III. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol03.htm

Some laws about enslaved laborers* in Virginia
(*Africans, Indians, Mulattos)

April 1691: Act XVI. An act for suppressing outlying slaves
(continued)

“And for prevention of that abominable mixture and spurious issue
which hereafter may increase in this dominion as well by negroes,
mulattoes, and Indians intermarrying with English, or other white
women, as by their unlawful accompanying with one another, Be it
enacted by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted, …
That for the time to come, whatsoever English or other white man or
woman being free shall intermarry with a negro, mulatto, or Indian
man or woman bond or free shall within three months after such
marriage be banished and removed from this dominion forever,…”
(Hening, III, 86-87)
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia from the
First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. III. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol03.htm

Some laws about enslaved laborers* in Virginia
(*Africans, Indians, Mulattos)

April 1691: Act XVI. An act for suppressing outlying slaves
(continued)

“And forasmuch as great inconveniences may happen to this country
by the setting of negroes and mulattoes free, by their either
entertaining negro slaves from their masters service, or receiving
stolen goods, or being grown old bringing a charge upon the country;
for prevention thereof, Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, and it
is hereby enacted, …
That no negro or mulatto be after the end of this present session of
assembly set free by any person or persons whatsoever, unless such
person or persons, their heirs, executors or administrators pay for the
transportation of such negro or negroes out of the country within six
months after such setting them free.” (Hening, III, 87-88)
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia from the
First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. III. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol03.htm

Some laws about enslaved laborers* in Virginia
October 1705: CHAPTER XLIX. An act concerning Servants and Slaves
IV. “And also be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted, That all servants
imported and brought into this country, by sea or land, who were not Christians in their native
country, (except Turks and Moors in amity with her majesty, and others that can make due proof of
their being free in England, or any other Christian country, before they were shipped, in order to
transportation hither) shall be accounted and be slaves, and such be here bought and sold
notwithstanding a conversion to Christianity afterwards.”
(Hening, III, 447)
XVIII: “… if any woman servant shall have a bastard child by a negro, or mulattos, …, she shall
immediately, upon the expiration of her time then present master or owner, pay down to the church
wardens of the parish wherein such child shall be born, for the use of the said parish, fifteen pounds
current money of Virginia, or be by them sold for five years. … the church wardens shall bind the said
child to be a servant, until it shall be of thirty one years of age.” (Hening, III, 452-453)
XIX: “… for a further prevention of that abominable mixture and spurious issue, which hereafter may
increase in this her majesty’s colony and dominion, as well by English, and other white men and
women intermarrying with negros and mulattos, ... That whatsoever English, or other white man or
woman, being free shall intermarry with a negro or mulatto man or woman, bond or free, shall, … be
committed to prison, and there remain, during the space of six months, without bail …; and shall
forfeit and pay ten pounds current money of Virginia, to the use of the parish,…” (Hening, III, 453)
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia from the
First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. III. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol01-13.htm

Some laws about enslaved laborers* in Virginia
October 1705: CHAPTER XLIX. An act concerning Servants and Slaves
XX: “… no minister … shall hereafter wittingly presume to marry a white man with a negro
or mulatto woman; or to marry a white woman with a negro or mulatto man, upon pain of
forfeiting and paying, for each such marriage the sum of ten thousand pounds of tobacco.”
(Hening, III, 454)
XXXIV. “And if any slave resist his master, or owner, or other person, by his or her order,
correcting such slave, and shall happen to be killed in such correction, it shall not be
accounted felony; but the master, owner, and every such other person so giving correction,
shall be free and acquit of all punishment and accusation for the same, as if such accident had
never happened.” (Hening, III, p. 459)
XXXV: “All horses, cattle, and hogs, now belonging, or that hereafter shall belong to any
slave, …, shall be seized and sold by the church wardens of the parish, …, and the profit
thereof applied to the use of the poor of the said parish:” (Hening, III, p. 459-460)
XXXVI. “And also it is hereby enacted and declared, That baptism of slaves doth not exempt
them from bondage; and that all children shall be bond or free, according to the condition of
their mothers, and the particular directions of this act.” (Hening, III, p. 460)
XXXVIII. “Provided always, and it is further enacted, That for every slave killed, in
pursuance of this act, or put to death by law, the master or owner of such slave shall be paid
by the public.” (Hening, III, p. 461)
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia from the
First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. III. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol01-13.htm

Some laws about enslaved laborers* in Virginia
(*Africans, Indians, Mulattos)
May 1723: CHAPTER IV. An Act directing the trial of Slaves, committing capital crimes;
and for the more effectual punishing conspiracies and insurrections of them; and for the
better government of Negros, Mulattos, and Indians, bond or free.

II. “Be it enacted, … That if any number of negros, or other slaves, exceeding five, shall at
any time hereafter consult, advise, or conspire, to rebel or make insurrection, or shall plot or
conspire the murder of any person or persons whatsoever, every such consulting, plotting, or
conspiring, shall be adjudged and deemed felony; and the slave or slaves convicted thereof, in
manner herein after directed, shall suffer death, and be utterly excluded the benefit of clergy.”
(Hening, IV, 126)
XVII: “…no negro, mulatto, or Indian slaves, shall be set free, upon any pretense
whatsoever, except for some meritorious services, to be adjudged and allowed by the governor
and council, … where any slave shall be set free by his master or owner, …, it shall and may
be lawful for the church wardens of the parish,…, to take up and sell the said negro, mulatto,
or Indian, as slaves, at the next court held for the said county, by public outcry; and that the
monies arising by such sale, shall be applied to the use of the said parish, by the vestry
thereof.”
(Hening, IV, 132)
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia from the
First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. IV. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol01-13.htm

Some laws about enslaved laborers* in Virginia
(*Africans, Indians, Mulattos)
May 1723: CHAPTER IV. An Act directing the trial of Slaves, committing capital crimes;
and for the more effectual punishing conspiracies and insurrections of them; and for the
better government of Negros, Mulattos, and Indians, bond or free.
XVIII: “Be it enacted, That where any slaves shall hereafter be found notoriously guilty of
going abroad in the night, or running away, and lying out, and cannot be reclaimed from such
disorderly courses, by the common methods of punishment, it shall and may be lawful, to and
for the court of the county, upon complaint and proof thereof to them made, by the owner of
such slave, to order and direct every such slave to be punished, by dismembering, or any other
way, not touching life, as the said county court shall think fit.”
(Hening, IV, 132)
XIX: “Be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That if any slave shall happen to die by
means of such dismembering, by order of the county court, or for or by reason of any stroke
or blow given, during his or her correction; by his or her owner, for any offence by such slave
committed, or for or by reason of any accidental blow whatsoever, given by such owner; no
person concerned in such dismembering correction, or accidental homicide, shall undergo any
prosecution or punishment for the same;…” (Hening, IV, 132)
W. W. Hening (1823) The Statutes at Large; Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia from the
First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619, vol. IV. R. & W. & G. Bartow, New York.
http://vagenweb.org/hening/vol01-13.htm

Summary of major points
on the Jamestown colony
(1607 - 1699)

Summary of major points
Jamestown (1607-1699)
❖ Spain was both a model and a menace for English colonization
❖ Unrealistic plans for colonization
❖ Profit motive combined with an aggressive religious zeal
❖ Quest for cultural supremacy in a Protestant, English empire
❖ Abandonment and rebirth of Jamestown in June 1610

❖ Res nullius (aka terra nullius) led to 3 Anglo-Powhatan wars
❖ Formation of General Assembly in July 1619
❖ Arrival of first enslaved Africans in August 1619

❖ Expansion of tobacco production and English settlements
❖ Powhatans knelt in 1677 (Treaty of Middle Plantation)
❖ Tobacco: Unsustainable requirement for indentured English laborers
❖ Tobacco: Creation of an institutionalized slave culture (non-white)

Philip III of Spain
(1578 - 1621)

Chief Powhatan
(1545 - 1618)

“Early on, the Spanish might have attacked by sea, had their king
known less; the Powhatans might have attacked unceasingly by
land, had their king known more. Jamestown would not then have
been the first successful English colony.”
“Even so, such a turn of events would only have delayed matters.
The territory was never going to be worth a major war to the
Spanish, and the Indians were never going to be able to close the
gap that millennia of Old World agriculture had wrought.”
Camilla Townsend (2011) Mutual appraisals: The shifting paradigms of the English, Spanish, and Powhatans
in Tsenacomoco, 1560-1622, in Early Modern Virginia: Reconsidering the Old Dominion (Douglas Bradburn
and John C. Coombs, eds.), p. 57-89. University of Virginia Press, Charlottesville. 350pp.

American Progress
Painting by John Gast in 1872

A Comparison of the Plymouth and Jamestown Colonies
David Whiting and John Delano
johndelano5@gmail.com
Class #1 on March 25
Jamestown: In the context of great power rivalries (1492-1607)
Plymouth: Reality of Europe and selection of new world site
Class #2 on April 1
Jamestown: Strife, tobacco, quest for supremacy (1607-1622)
Plymouth: Adapting to new world and indigenous culture
Class #3 on April 8
Jamestown: Economic success, strife, supremacy, separation (1622-1699)
Plymouth: Impact of mass English migration (1630-1700)

