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New Antisemitism
• Jews made up 1% of the German population
• Following the end of legal antisemitism in Western Europe Jews of the ghetto 

branched out and assimilated into gentile society
• Prospered in 

• The arts
• Medicine, Science
• Finance
• Journalism

• Antisemitism grows
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Jews and Christians (briefly)
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Some Background on Jews and Christians
1179 Fourth Lateran Council

• Jews segregated
• Required to wear red or yellow 

id badges
• England, France, some German 

states required to wear specific 
yellow hats

• Converted Jews could not 
practice Judaism on pain of 
death

• Could not hold public office
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1543 Martin Luther 
“Concerning the Jews and Their Lives”

• “…First, their synagogues 

should be set on fire and 

whatever does not burn should 

be covered or spread over with 

dirt so that no one may ever be 

able to see a corner or stone of 

it….”
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1555 Jewish Ghetto, Rome

• After the Spanish Inquisition 
Roman Inquisition begun by 
Pope Paul III in 1542

• Wanted to safeguard 
Catholicism
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• 1553 Rosh Hashanah (Jewish 
New Year) Pope Julius III 
ordered copies of the Talmud 
taken and burned

• 1955 Pope Paul became Pope, 
ordered Jews to wear yellow 
veils and hats.
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1555, Pope Paul IV issues 
“When Enough is Enough” policy

• Marks an area in Rome, east of 
Tiber ,to contain Jews of area 
"cum nimis adsurdum" policy

• Hoping to get Jews to convert
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1873 Worldwide Depression 
“Jewish Question”

• Germans and Austrians looked for Scapegoats
• Antisemitic conspiracy theories, brought forth anti-Jewish laws
• Jews considered wealthy even though they too were hurt by the 

depression.
• Jews were considered the enemies of all humans, including the 

Catholic Church. 
• Believed Jews have begun a new world conspiracy to dominate new 

anti-Semites, the Jews have launched a 
great world conspiracy destined to dominate all the peoples of the 
earth
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New Antisemitism
• Jews made up 1% of the German population
• Following the end of legal antisemitism in Western Europe Jews of the ghetto 

branched out and assimilated into gentile society
• Prospered in 
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• Finance
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• Antisemitism grows
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What is the difference 
between opinion, facts and 

beliefs?

47



Protocols of the Elders of Zion, 
Early 20th Century

• Fraudulent doctrine written by Russian Security Police to switch 
public dissatisfaction to the Jews

• Russians were poor, literate, had few civil rights under the Tzar
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Protocols of 
the Elders 
of Zion

• Twenty-four “meetings” supposedly 
held by Jewish wise men focused on:

• How to turn non-Jews into slaves
• How to control global institutions
• How to gain control of the world.
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Protocols of the Elders of Zion in the U.S.
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Publication of Protocols of the Elders of Zion

• Printed in 1903 in Russia, twenty-four “meetings” 
supposedly held by Jewish wise men focused on:

• How to turn non-Jews into slaves

• How to control global institutions

• How to gain control of the world.
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Protocols, a satire until becoming 
“fact”

• 1921 the London times 
printed an article stating that 
the Protocols had been copied 
from a French political satire 
which never mentioned Jews.

• Circulated around the world in 
16 languages

• 1920, Henry Ford's newspaper 
printed articles based 
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World War I 

• Russia, an ally of Serbia

• August 3J-July 28 - Austria declares war on 

Serbia.

• August 1 – As Austria’s ally, Germany declares 

war, Germany declares war on France, an ally 

of Russia immediately begins an invasion of 

neutral Belgium

• August 4 – Great Britain, an ally of France, 

declares war against Germany

• The United States (President Wilson) declares 

that the United States will remain neutral 53



Flashpoint of WWI, June 28, 1914

• Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the 

heir to the Austro-Hungarian 

throne, and his wife Sophie 

killed by a member of the Black 

Hand
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Alliances – Sometimes Secret

• Alliances made in order to 
protect smaller European states

• Thought to deter war.
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1916 – “Jew Count” (WWI)
• Germany in military stalemate
• German high command  tried to find a scapegoat
• Authorized a count of Jews in the military
• Wanted to prove that Jews were avoiding military service 

supporting antisemitism in Parliament
• Census showed  the opposite, count hidden
• Leaked incorrect figures to antisemitic press
• Jews accused of draft dodging 
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11/11/18 at 11 am (remember the train)
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June 28, 1919, Treaty of Versailles
Signed by 32 countries 

• Germany and Austria Hungary had no say as to what was in Treaty, 
threatened with  being taken over by Allies

• Italy was furious (Secret Treaty of London promised territories for 
Italy’s fast entry into the war)

• Japan not invited
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Treaty of Versailles  
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Reparations – The War Guilt Clause

• Germany started the war

• Germany to pay reparations to 
Allies – loss, damage from war

• To pay France/Belgium $33 
billion
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Treaty and the German Military

• 100,00 man army
• General staff eliminated
• No production of military 

vehicles 
• No production of poison gas 
• Only a few factories could make 

weapons
• Germany west of the Rhine/ 30 

miles east to be turned into a 
demilitarized zone.
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Treaty of Versailles as relates to the 
Holocaust

• Germany losses 10% of her 
territory 

• Poland  reestablished with 
additional territory:   German 
West Prussia, Poznan, corridor 
to the Baltic Sea 

• Corridor had devided Eastern 
Prussia from Germany plus give 
a section of Upper Silesia

• Alsace and Lorraine to France

• Gdansk (Danzig)  free city

• Germany lost colonies in China, 

Pacific, Africa given to Allies 

(not Italy as promised)
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What is the effect of loosing  
when you think you are 

winning?

Find a Scapegoat
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“Stab in the Back” Myth
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German Beliefs About Jews

• Belief that Jews started war 
to ruin Europe financially 
and politically

• Belief that Jews promoted 
Bolshevik Revolution

• Belief that Jews were 
cowards, would not defend 
country

• Belief that Jews in other 
countries-controlled peace 
negotiations, promoting 
surrender

• Belief that Jews controlled 
reparations, made money
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End of World War I
• Germany in chaos
• Germany furious at being made 

to take responsibility for the 
war

• Germany furious at having to 
pay reparations

• High unemployment
• Hyperinflation $1:00=98.86 

million RM
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Germany in Upheaval
• Volunteer Paramilitary 

(Freikorps) 1918-1923
• Pandemic
• Ex-soldiers, unemployed youth, 

discontents
• Confrontations between 

left/right extremists, 15,000 
Germans die in 9 days

• 12,000 wounded
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