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Learning About a Complex Topic 
During a Complex Time
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A Word from Albert Camus, The Plague

• “…knew that what those jubilant crowds did not know but could 

have learned from books:  that the plague bacillus never dies or 

disappears for good; that it can lie dormant for years and years in 

furniture and linen chests; that it bides its time in bedrooms, cellars, 

trunks, and bookshelves; and that perhaps the day would come 

when, for the bane and the enlightening of men, it would rouse up 

its rats again and send them forth to die in a happy city.”
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United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum

Guidelines for Teaching and Learning About the Holocaust
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• Define the word
• The Holocaust was not 

inevitable
• There are not simple answers
• Everyone involved was a person

• Victim
• Witness
• Perpetrator 

• The Holocaust was not a fairy 
tale, there were no happy 
endings

• Remember the Holocaust was 
in the middle of WWII

• Those involved were people, 
not statistics

• Don’t compare one 
person/groups pain to another
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Holocaust Working Definition

• Systematic, bureaucratic, state sponsored persecution and 
murder of approximately 6 million Jews by the Nazi regime and 
collaborators
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6 million?
• New research by Dr. Martin Dean and others has found previously 

unknown sites:
• 42,500 small camps including

• 30,000 camps for forced labor and prisoners 
of war

• 980 concentration camps
• 500 camps for forced prostitutes
• 1,150 Jewish ghettos
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How Do We Know What We 
Know?

Most of what we know is from Nazi photos, documents   
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A Photo is never neutral

9



History 
Changes as 
Research 
Emerges 

Ravine by  Wendy Lower
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6 million?
• New Research by Dr. Martin Dean and others has found previously 

unknown sites:
• 42,500 small camps including

• 30,000 camps for forced labor and prisoners 
of war

• 980 concentration camps
• 500 camps for forced prostitutes
• 1,150 Jewish ghettos
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“Three Minutes: A Lengthening”
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Targeted Populations
• Jews
• Roma/Sinti (Gypsies)
• Mentally and physically disabled
• Some Poles
• Russians and other Slavic people
• Jehovah’s Witnesses
• Homosexuals
• Communists
• Black Germans
• Persons against regime
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The Holocaust 
Was a Genocide
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Coining the Word Genocide 
Raphael Lemkin
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Genocide:  Article II, Genocide Convention
“…Acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or 

in part, a national, ethical, racial, or religious group 
such as:

 Killing members of the group

 Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group

 Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring 

about its physical destruction in whole or in part

 Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group

 Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group
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GenocideWatch.com
Dr. Gregory Stanton

1. Classification (us/them)

2. Symbolization (hate symbols)

3. Discrimination (by law, custom)

4. Dehumanization (vermin)

5. Organization  (usually by state)

6. Polarization (separation of groups, 
hate groups radio programs)

7. Preparation (euphemisms, armies, 
indoctrination of population) 

8. Persecution (identification, segregation, 
confined, killings begin)

9. Extermination (mass killing,

genocide)

10. Denial (always follows genocide, cover 
ups by perpetrators)
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Yehuda Bauer:  
The Holocaust is Different Because:

1. Intent to destroy every single Jew everywhere

2. The core of National Socialist ideology was Antisemitism

3. The aim of National Socialism was a society based on a racial 

hierarchy – no Jews

4. The National Socialists wanted to destroy the roots of European 

civilization, Jews a remnant
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Modern Genocides

• Armenia
• Nanjing
• Cambodia
• Rwanda
• Bosnia and Kosovo
• Darfur
• And………
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Every Historical Action Has 
An Historical Reaction
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Colonialism
Imperialism
Nationalism

Three Words to Consider
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Colonialism

Every Historical Action Has An Historical Reaction
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What is the effect of Colonialism?
Herero Genocide – 1904-1907

(Today Namibia)

23



Herero/Nama Genocide considered
“prelude to the Holocaust”

• Racial strata – Black skin, cultural differences, religious differences

• Murdered about 80,000 indigenous people 80,000 Herero killed –
approx. 80 percent of Herero, 50 percent of Nama

• “Continuity thesis.”
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Genocidal Gaze: From German Southwest Africa to the Third Reich, Elizabeth.R. Baer

Continuity Thesis
Genocidal gaze: the seeing of  colonial subjects as less civilized, 
Western settlers more civilized

Belief that genocidal beliefs were exported back to Germany 

Example: Governor General of German South West Africa, Heinrich 
Göring, and son, Reichsmarschall Hermann Göring
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Learning to “Genocide” – Continuity Thesis
• Eugen Fischer, a German scientist, conducted medical experiments 

on race, using children of Herero people as test subjects. 
• injected subjects with diseases, sterilizing them
• German colonial government concerned about racial purity, many 

mixed-race children (Herero/German).
• Used “racial tests” to catalogue head size, eye color and body type.
• Focused on experimenting on children
• Supported genocide of “inferior races” saying “whoever thinks 

thoroughly the notion of race, can not arrive at a different 
conclusion.”
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Learning to “Genocide” 
• Herero were expendable, non-humans
• killed Herero through battle and starvation/thirst
• Drove the Herero  into the Omaheke Desert
• Forced labor
• Medical experiments
• Rape
• Concentration camps
• German military unused to conditions, came with racial prejudice
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Imperialism –
Otto Von 
Bismarck
• Wanted to expand Germany

• Late decision, defending 
colonies would not be worth the 
trouble

• The public wanted colonies like 
the other European countries

• GERMANY WANTED LAND –
would be a white colony in 
Africa
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German Imperialism as organized by 
Bismarck

German Colonies
• Togoland (Ghana/Togo
• Cameroon)
• German East Africa (Rwanda, 

Burundi, Tanzania)
• German South-West Africa 

(Namibia)
• Protected free trade in sections 

of the Congo River

Berlin Conference
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Colonialism (practice):  one country physically 
controls another country

Imperialism (Idea behind the practice) : formal 
or informal economic and political domination 
of one country over another

Difference between Colonialism and Imperialism
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Two More Important Words

Antisemitism
Stereotype 
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The belief or behavior hostile toward Jews just because they 
are Jewish

May take the form of religious teachings that proclaim the 
inferiority of Jews, for instance, or political efforts to isolate, 

oppress, or otherwise injure them.  It may also include 
prejudiced or stereotyped views about Jews.

Antisemitism (Anti-Defamation League)

Spelled as one word
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Stereotype
Leviticus 16

• 16:21. Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat 
and confess over it all the iniquities and transgressions of the Israelites, 
whatever their sins, putting them on the head of the goat; and it shall be 
sent off to the wilderness through a designated man.

• 16:22. Thus the goat shall carry on it all their iniquities to an 
inaccessible region; and the goat shall be set free in the wilderness.

My Jewish Learning
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The View of Some Germans (Stereotype)

• Jews were perceived as foreign, 
hostile minorities trying to use 
and dominate the majority

• Jews were held responsible for 
changing the German society

• Some felt German culture and 
jobs were being threatened
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