
Transfer Credit for Newly  Admitted Students  
Transfer  of  Credit  from  Institutions  in  the  United  States:  The  Office  of  the  Univer si ty

Registra r  is  respons ible  for  evaluating  domes t ic  transfe r  credit  for  newly  admit ted  transfe r
studen t s.  Transfer  credit  is  granted  for  any  course  taken  at  a  regionally  accredited  college  or
univers it y  in  which  the  studen t  prior  to  coming  to  the  College  has  earned  a  grade  of  C- “C” or
better  (“C- “ in  not  acceptable  for  transfe r )or,  in  the  case  of  a  course  take n  on  a  Pass /Fail  basis,
a  grade  of  “P”), provided  that  the  course  is  comparable  to  a  course  offered  for  academic  credit
at  the  College.  In  the  case  of  a  course  taken  on  a  Pass /Fa il  basis,  a  grade  of  “P” is  acceptable.
A course  is  deemed  comparable  to  a  course  offered  for  academic  credit  at  the  College  if  either
(a) the  course  is  similar  to  a  course  presen t ly  offered  for  academic  credit  at  the  College,  or  (b)
it  is  not  similar  to  an  existing  course,  but  is  recomme n d e d  for  credit  by  an  existing  academic
program  or  departm e n t  at  the  College.  Thus,  it  is  not  necessa ry  that  a  course  exactly  match  or
be  similar  to  a  course  offered  at  the  College  in  order  to  be  granted  transfer  credit.  Equivalen t
course  credit  is  granted  for  course s  satisfying  condition  (a). Elective  transfer  credit  is  granted
for  courses  satisfying  condition  (b).  Transfer  credits  from  insti tutions  on  the  quarte r  system
or  other  systems  will  be  translated  into  semes t e r  credits.  Courses  given  equivalen t  status  may
be  used  to  satisfy  proficiency,  minor,  major  or,  if  three  or  more  credit s,  GER  requireme n t s.
(Courses  granted  elective  transfe r  credit  will  count  toward  the  total  number  of  academic
credits  required  for  the  baccalaurea te  degree,  but  they  may  not  be  used  to  meet  GER,
proficiency,  minor,  or  major  requirem e n t s  unless  approval  has  been  granted  by  the  College’s
Commit tee  on  Degrees.)

Transfer  credit  will  not  be  granted  for  courses  that  belong  in  one  or  more  of  the  following
categorie s:  a)  correspon d e n ce,  compute r,  or  distance  learning  courses,  b)  courses  in
profes sional,  vocational,  or  sectarian  religious  study,  c)  courses  below  the  level  of
introducto ry  course s  at  the  College,  d)  modern  language  course s  that  repeat  the  level  of
courses  previously  taken  in  high  school  or  at  other  colleges,  e)  more  than  one  freshma n
composi tion  course,  f)  college  orientation  course s,  g)  courses  taken  in  Armed  Forces  service
school  or  training  program s  except,  in  some  cases,  DOD  language  institute  course s,  and  h)
courses  taken  while  a  student  is  not  in  good  academic  standing.  (Please  refer  to  the  catalog
sections,  “Transfer  of  Credit  from  Foreign  Insti tutions”  and  “Domestic  Study  Away  and
Summer  School  Elsewhere”.)

Evaluations  of  credits  earned  from  other  insti tutions  are  made  after  a  studen t  has  been
selected  for  admission  and  has  indicated  an  intention  to  enroll.  Students  should  not  assume
that  credit  will  be  granted  for  all  course s  completed  at  their  transfe r  insti tution.  Transfer
grades  do  not  affect  degree  requirem en t s ,  grade  point  average,  or  class  rank.  While  there  is  no
limit  to  the  number  of  credit s  that  may  be  transfe r r e d,  William  and  Mary  requires  that  at  least
60  credit  hours,  including  the  last  two  full- time  semes te r s  and  a  minimum  of  15  credits  in  the
major,  be  earned  in  residence  at  the  College.

Transfer  of  Credits  from  Virginia  Community  Colleges  and  Richard  Bland.   Students
transfe r r ing  with  an  Associate  of  Arts,  Associate  of  Sciences,  or  Associate  of  Arts  and  Sciences
degree  in  a  baccalaurea te - oriented  program  from  the  Virginia  Communi ty  College  System  or
Richard  Bland  College  are  granted  junior  status  (defined  as  at  least  54  credit s).  These  studen t s
are  considere d  to  have  completed  lower - division  general  education  requireme n t s  but  still  are
expected  to  fulfill  the  College’s  foreign  language  proficiency  requireme n t ,  GER 4B (History  and
Culture  outside  the  European  Tradition),  GER  6  (Creative  and  Performing  Arts),  and  GER  7
(Philosophical,  Religious  and  Social  Thought),  and  all  major  requirem e n t s .   The  Guide  for
Transfer  Students  from  Virginia  Commu nity  Colleges  provides  additional  informat ion  and  is
located  on  the  Undergradua te  Admission  web  site  at  http: / / w e b .w m.edu / a d m i s s ion / ? id = 3 1 4 3 .
Performa nce  information  concerning  these  transfe r  student s  will  be  shared  confident ially
with  the  two- year  colleges  from  which  they  transfer.

Transfer  of  Credit  from  Foreign  Institutions:   Student s  entering  William  and  Mary  from
accredited  foreign  univer s i t ies  or  13- year  secondary  school  program s  may  be  eligible  to
receive  academic  transfe r  credit,  if  approval  is  received  both  from  the  American  Association
for  Collegiate  Regist ra rs  and  Admission s  Officers  (AACRAO)  and  by  the  Office  of  Academic
Advising.   At  the  time  of  application  for  admission,  student s  with  such  credit  should  send  to
AACRAO  an  application  (a link  to  this  is  found  on  the  Admission  Office  website),  along  with
the  reques t ed  fee  and  academic  creden tials.   Student s  should  send  a  translated  syllabus  of
every  course  to  the  W&M Office  of  Academic  Advising  by  June  1.   If a  studen t’s  credent ials



have  already  been  evalua ted  by  anothe r  agency  (WES, GLOBAL, etc.),  W&M will  accept  it  in  lieu
of  the  AACRAO  evalua tion.   Transfer  credit  is  granted  only  for  course s  in  which  the  student
has  received  the  W&M equivalen t  of  “C” or  bette r  (“C- “ is  unacceptable).

No  credit  will  be  granted  for  12- year  seconda ry  school  programs  or  courses  from
unaccredi ted  univer si t ie s.   Even  if  AACRAO  indicates  that  transfe r  credit  is  appropriate,
courses  must  also  be  a  good  match  with  the  W&M curriculum  to  transfer.

Transfer  Credit  for  Enrolled  Students

Domestic  Study  Away  and  Summer  School  Elsewhere:  Any  matriculated  studen t  of  the
College  who  proposes  to  attend  school  elsewhere,  including  a  summer  session,  must  have
written  permission  in  advance  from  the  Office  of  the  Univer si ty  Regis tra r  in  order  to  ensure
that  credit  will  be  transfe r r ed.  No  retroactive  transfe r  of  such  credit  will  be  permit ted.  Credits
will  be  transfe r re d  only  if  a  studen t  has  earned  a  grade  of  “C” or  better  (“C- “ is  unacceptable).
Forms  are  available  on  the  website  of  the  Universi ty  Regist ra r.  After  a  studen t  enrolls  at  the
College,  course s  taken  at  other  insti tutions,  either  during  the  regular  academic  year  or  in  a
summer  session,  may  not  be  used  to  satisfy  proficiency,  GER, minor,  or  major  requirem e n t s
unless  special  approva l  has  been  granted  by  the  Commit tee  on  Degrees.   One  exception  is  that
moder n  language  courses  at  the  101,  102  and  201  levels  may  count  toward  satisfying  the
language  proficiency  requirem e n t  even  though  taken  at  another  domes tic  institut ion.  This
exception  applies  solely  to  these  three  language  course  levels.

Course s  taken  in  summer  school  elsewhere  or  as  par t  of  an  approve d  domes t ic  study  away
program   must  be  at  least  four  weeks  long  and  must  meet  at  least  12.5  hours  per  credit  hour
to  be  transfe r r ed  back  to  William  and  Mary.  Courses  lasting  six  weeks  or  longer  must  meet  for
at  least  32.5  hours  for  a  three - credit  course.  Other  courses  will  not  receive  permission  from
the  Commit tee  on  Degrees  unless  the  nature  of  the  course  and  the  special  educational  value  of
the  course  to  the  student’s  program  are  demon s t r a t e d.  A  maximum  of  14  credits  may  be
transfe r r e d  for  work  taken  during  one  summer.   Student s  participating  in  an  approve d
Domestic  Study  Away  program  during  a  regular  semes te r  must  be  enrolled  full  time  at  the
host  insti tution.

Study  Abroad:  All  student s  who  plan  to  study  abroad  must  regis te r  with  the  Reves  Center
for  Internat iona l  Studies.  Pre- approval  of  transfe r  credit s  by  an  approp riat e  depar tm e n t  chair,
program  director,  or  designee  is  required  for  all  study  abroad  program s  except  the  William
and  Mary  faculty  led- programs.   Approve d  study  abroad  transfe r  credits  count  towards  the
graduat ion  requireme n t  of  120  academic  hours.

While  abroad,  studen t s  must  enroll  in  at  least  12  credits  per  semes t e r  in  order  to  be
considere d  full - time.   A maximum  of  18  credit  hours  per  semes te r  may  be  earned.   Students
cannot  satisfy  GER requirem en t s  on  a  study  abroad  program  unless  it  is  a  William  & Mary
faculty - led  program  and  the  course  in  question  is  designat ed  as  a  GER course  in  the  course
catalog.   Credits  will  be  transfe r r ed  only  if  a  student  has  earned  a  grade  of  C- “C” or  better
(“C- “ is  unacceptable) .  Earned  credits  may  count  towards  a  major,  minor,  or  any  elective.
Grades  are  not  posted  on  the  William  & Mary  transcript  nor  calculated  into  a  studen t’s  GPA
unless  the  courses  were  taken  on  a  William  & Mary  faculty - led  program.


