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Charles Center Grant Overview
Due February 17th
• Charles Center Summer Research 

Grants (CCSRG) - $4,000
• Honors Fellowships - $5,000

Due March 3rd

• First-Year Monroe Scholars 
Summer Research Grant - $1,500

• Sophomore/Junior Monroe Scholars 
Summer Research Grant - $4,000
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Basic Application Components
• Unofficial transcript
• Title
• Abstract
• Methodology
• Resources
• Relevance/Significance
• Deliverable
• Personal Statement

• Citations
• Institutional 

Compliance Approval
• Faculty 

Recommendation 
Form

• Project Proposal (2-
minute recorded 
presentation w/o video)
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The Faculty Mentor’s Role in the Proposal Stage

• Feedback & Consultation
– From project concept to final draft
– Proposal is student's own writing

• Recommendation Form
– What is noteworthy?
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Reviewers
Faculty Members of the Undergraduate Research 
Committee
Student proposals will be evaluated by three faculty members 
reviewing individually: 

• one from the same discipline as the student’s research, 
• one from an adjacent area
• one from a completely different field.

5



6



Tip #1: Write for a General Audience
• Describe research in 

clear, plain language. 
• If you must use 

technical terms, jargon, 
or acronyms, explain 
what they mean.

• Anticipate and answer 
audience’s questions.
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Tip #2: Tell the Research Story
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1) State the context and set-up 
- What background do people need to 
know?
2) State the problem/research question 
- What is the knowledge gap here?
3) State the strategy 
- How will you go about answering the 
question?
4) State the significance of this 
research 
- Why is exploring this topic important?

Research Stories (Howe Writing Center)

https://miamioh.edu/howe-center/hwc/writing-resources/handouts/types-of-writing/research-stories.html
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Tip #3: Emphasize a Feasible Plan 
Methodology: the how, where, and 
when

– Clear project timeline of the steps 
needed to pursue an answer to the 
research question/problem

– Shows the student has thought 
through the resources and 
strategies they’ll need

– Is this realistic to complete within 
the allotted timeframe?
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Example #1: Mentor’s Existing Project

• Student and mentor meet to discuss the scope/design 
of the project and what the student’s role will be this 
summer.

• Mentor provides resources to ensure student has 
ample background knowledge.

• Student writes draft of application responses on their 
own and brings it to mentor for feedback, who ensures 
it’s accurate and detailed. (Repeat as needed)

• Student takes draft to non-specialist reader for 
feedback.
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Example #2: Student-Led Project

• Student approaches mentor with an idea for a research 
project. Student has already done background research and 
has a preliminary plan for the research question and 
methodology.

• Mentor provides guidance on exploring previous research on 
the topic and provides feedback to ensure question and plan 
are feasible and substantial. 

• Student writes draft of application responses on their own and 
brings it to mentor for feedback (Repeat as needed). 

• Student takes draft to non-specialist reader for feedback.
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Additional Resources for Students
• Writing & 

Communication Center

• Research Ambassadors
– Student liaisons with the 

Charles Center
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https://www.wm.edu/as/wcc/
https://www.wm.edu/as/wcc/
https://www.wm.edu/as/charlescenter/student-research/research-ambassadors/

	Guiding Students In Research Grant Proposals
	Charles Center Grant Overview
	Basic Application Components
	The Faculty Mentor’s Role in the Proposal Stage
	Reviewers
	Slide Number 6
	Tip #1: Write for a General Audience
	Tip #2: Tell the Research Story
	Slide Number 9
	Tip #3: Emphasize a Feasible Plan 
	Example #1: Mentor’s Existing Project
	Example #2: Student-Led Project
	Additional Resources for Students
	Slide Number 14

