Ethics Review for Research in Anthropology
Name

Signature

Date

Signature of Faculty Advisor

Circle One: Undergraduate

Graduate

Undergraduate students who are carrying out research that will be publicly disseminated,
including honors and/or funded research; and graduate students engaged in research, must
complete this form. A copy will then be forwarded to the relevant (Undergraduate or Graduate)
Committee for approval. Depending on the answers to these questions, you may or may not be
required to seek approval from institutional review boards, as specified below.
Please attach an abstract of your research proposal, specifying your research methods.
Have you read the “Code of Ethics of the American Anthropological Association”
(http://www.aaanet.org/committees/ethics/ethcode.htm)?
Yes
No
I RESEARCH INVOLVING LIVING HUMAN PARTICIPANTS
Does your research involve human participants?
Yes
No
All students answering "Yes" are required to submit their proposal to the Protection of Human
Subjects Committee (http://www.wm.edu/grants/compliance/phsc.php); and must answer the
following questions.
1) Who will participate in this research?
(It may be relevant to signal regional, or ethnic identity, age range, social class,
professional affiliation etc. whatever designations will indicate the nature of your participants
and, by implication their readiness to understand the consequences of their participation.)
2) What are your plans for assuring that the participants understand the nature of your research
and the consequences of their participation?
(In some case this will mean providing an "informed consent" form , which you should
attach here. In other case, you may need to explain why written consent in not appropriate to
your methodology)

3) What steps are you taking to assure the privacy and dignity of the participants?
(If you will photographing/recording/taping people and/or their environment, please
indicate how you will obtain their permission. Also indicate the measures by which you will
assure the anonymity of participants who wish not to be identified in your reports. )
4) What plans do you have for sharing the results of your research with the participants?
(Among other things, you should indicate whether participants are literate in the language
you use to write up the results of your study).
II RESEARCH INVOVING HUMAN REMAINS
Does your research involve human skeletal remains?
Yes
No
If yes please answer the following questions:

5) Who owns the land on which the remains were found (e.g, private, state, municipal,
federal)? How do you intend to assure compliance with the regulations governing
remains found on these lands?
III RESEARCH INVOLVING MATERIAL CULTURE OR ARCHAEOLOGICAL
MATERIAL
Does your research involve material culture or archaeological material
Yes
No

If yes please answer the following questions:

2) Can you provide the Department with clear legal title to the objects?

IV RESEARCH INVOLVING NON-HUMAN PRIMATES OR OTHER ANIMALS
Does your research involve non-human primates or other animals?

Yes
No
If yes please answer the following questions:

V TIMETABLE AND FUNDING
When do you propose to conduct your research?
Starting Date
Ending Date
What sources of funding will you receive to carry out this research?
What are the review procedures required by your funding agencies?

