
Hispanic Cultural Organization  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Letter from the President 

 
Members and friends of HCO, 

With the beginning of HCO’s 7th 
year, I am surprised to look around and see 
how far we have come in only a short time. I 
feel incredibly honored to be able to witness 
and lead this organization at a time when it 
is at the height of its growth and potential.  

The HCO has a great responsibility 
in the education and representation of 
Hispanic culture and service. Over the years, 
we have expanded our events to include a 
variety of issues and increased our appeal to 
a wider audience. The current Executive 
Board hopes to take the organization to new 
heights.  We are committed to giving the 
membership the programming it desires. It 
proves to be an exciting year with a 
Hispanic Heritage month Banquet that will 
rival all others and plans for a spring 
conference that hopes to bring together 
various Hispanic organizations from many 
universities. Our first meeting of the year 
brought together 60+ students. With all 
these new faces from various walks of life, 
we know our Membership will be stronger 
than ever. 
Even as we contemplate the wonderful 
things left to do, we must pat ourselves on 
the back for achievements already made. 
Over the summer, an extensive Alumni 
Network was created to tie HCO members 
from across classes. It is the hope that years 
down the line current students will be able to 
go to alumni HCO members for advice and 
support.  I look forward to coming back to 
campus and hearing students conversing in 
Spanish or hearing Latin music blaring out.  
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I want to thank those of you that 

came to our first meeting and reinforced my 
belief that the HCO will be led into the 
future by intelligent, creative, and passionate 
people. We sincerely hope that you enjoy 
our traditions even as you add new 
experiences. To everyone, look forward to 
HCO’s 7th year with anticipation, 
excitement, and overall, Pride. 
 
Thank you, 
  

 
Crystal Ramos 
President 
 

  

 
~ Looking toward a bright future 

 
* General meetings:   
       WEDNESDAYS 7pm in UC 
*FOAM Fiesta:  
       Friday, Sept 10  9pm-1am in the 
           Sunken Gardens 
*HCO  BANQUET: Saturday, Sept 25 
*SPEAKER: Joe Hernandez Kolski 
       Monday, Sept 27 
*Casa Hispánica Actividades 
     -Tues 8pm: conversación 
     -Weds 5pm: conversación 
     -Thurs 5pm: cultura 
     -Sun 8pm: película 



28 octubre 03    
 By Pam Sertzen 

el recipiente de tu corazón  
 así me llamas  
 cuando me duele oir mi 
 nombre derramado cotidianamente
 de tu boca, cuyos labios  
 necesitan manteca de cacao  

esos labios me duelen   
 cuando intentas besarme 
 me raspan y hacen  
 que sienta cada pulso tuyo 
 por medio de esa piel sensual  

y asi me choca    
 la realidad de que no te amo, 
 no te quiero y tampoco 
 deseo verte con mis ojos 
 de color marrón brillante   

en esa manera 
  cuando estás tan cerca 
 que no nos puedan separar 
 al vernos de lejos, 
 allí me doy cuenta de 
 nuestra mentira íntima 

   

Culture Shock        
By Sammie Archey 

Did you know that the friendship 
between Spain and the US began largely 
under Francisco Franco, victor of the 
Spanish Civil War and dictator from 1939-
1975?  Franco, although friends with Hitler 
and Mussolini, kept Spain out of WWII.  
Afterwards, he established diplomatic 
relations with the US in 1950.  Ties grew 
stronger during the Cold War as Franco 
steadily opposed Communism.  In 1953, the 
Pacts of Madrid were signed, allowing the 
US to use military bases in Spain in 
exchange for massive economic aid (Spain’s 
economy was in shambles).  This paved the 
way for Spain’s entrance into the UN in 
1955. 

 

Alumni Society 
By: Angelica Figueroa 

 
 
“Oye Tony! Te acuerdas de Juansito, el de 
Arlingon? Bueno, Sofia told me he was 
living en la Nepalese jungle with tigers and 
seven eposas. Y que he had lost his left pata 
and taught a llama como escribir Arabic … 
Sofia heard it from her primo’s tio.” 
 Don’t you wish you knew what 
REALLY happened to Juansito? Ever 
wonder what you’re friends from past years 
have been up to since their graduation from 
William & Mary? The HCO is introducing 
its newest project, the HCO Alumni Society.  
Linking the then with the now; the Alumni 
Society’s main goal is keeping the great 
friendships made during the four years of 
HCO alive through the years. In addition, 
the Society will aid in the strengthening and 
further development of the Organization.  
  A monthly newsletter, a 
collaboration of the executive board and 
Alumni, will be issued. The newsletter will 
highlight the events that occur in our 
Alumni’s lives as well as segments helping 
those of us who have yet to enter the post 
collegiate world. Internship opportunities, 
tips on job interviews, birthday celebrations, 
‘what not to wear’, ‘signs you’ve grown up’, 
multicultural highlights from one coast to 
another … Anything and everything which 
the Alumni feel is helpful to their HCO 
family. Throughout the year, there will be 
gatherings of generations old and new in 
order to strengthen our ties with our 
cultures, our school, and our friends. 
 That being said, we welcome any 
contributions for the Society and/or the 
newsletter. Do you have a question you’ve 
been itching to ask? Ask an alumni!  We 
invite you to take part in the wonderful 
world of the HCO, the before, during and 
afters.  



 
 

 

What’s in a name? 
Notes on the origins of the terms 

“Hispanic,” “Latino,” and “Chicano” 
in U.S. usage. 

~By Prof Kris Lane, W&M History Dept 

 
 

The politics of identity (sense of 
self) and identification (formal legal 
categories) have long been troubling and 
ambiguous, and not only in the United 
States.  One need only be born outside the 
U.S., as I was, to understand how arbitrary 
even national identities can be.  After 
growing up almost entirely in this country I 
was required, like all alleged “aliens,” to 
apply for a green card.  Looking back, this 
was a humiliating but also deeply 
informative, even enlightening experience.  
The INS, as some of you may know 
firsthand, is not famous for its light touch or 
generosity with regard to “Americanness.” 

First, it is essential to keep in mind 
that whether a category is legal or personal, 
perception is key.  And perception is always 
intertwined in some way with power.  
Certain biological facts like sexual 
difference aside, all identities are relative, 
socially (i.e., historically) constructed, and 
never fixed.  Some are assigned by those 
claiming the lion’s share of power at a given 
moment, others are announced or created by 
the disenfranchised.  In general, identities 
become most important when challenged or 
asserted for some specific reason, usually 
the achievement of a measurable political 
goal.  For example, the U.S. Civil Rights 
movement was -- and continues to be -- a 
power struggle expressed mostly in terms of 
racial identity vis-à-vis Enlightenment 
definitions of citizenship written into the 
national constitution.  I’ll get to the matter 
of Hispanic/ Latino/Chicano Civil Rights 

and identity in a moment, but first the matter 
of African-American identity deserves 
attention. 

The peculiar history of the eastern 
half of the United States has led to a general 
“black-white” divide in U.S. society, one of 
several sad legacies of slavery.  “Blackness” 
and “whiteness” are not easily defined or 
even useful categories in most of the world, 
perhaps least of all Latin America, but in the 
U.S. post-emancipation segregation and 
anti-“miscegenation,” or “no race mixture” 
laws, made a person with any identifiable 
trace of African ancestry legally “black.”   

An example of the absurd 
consequences of such laws is the fact that 
my African-American wife and I have a 
daughter who would be regarded as “white” 
in virtually any part of Latin America (as 
well as Spain and Portugal, for that matter) 
and “black” in the U.S.  To us, of course, 
she is just a bright, loveable child named 
“Ximena” (which also makes her “Hispanic” 
according to the public school system 
computers!).  Even our alleged “interracial” 
marriage would have been illegal under 
Virginia law until 1967, when the Supreme 
Court struck down all so-called anti-
miscegenation laws.  It should come as no 
surprise that the state of Virginia, where 
Anglo-Americans first enslaved Africans 
nearly 400 years ago, was the major 
challenger.  Damage this deep may take 
centuries to undo. 

Given this enormous and seemingly 
insoluble black-white legacy in U.S. identity 
politics, what do we make of the Latin 
American heritage in this country?  First, the 
term “Latin America” needs explaining, as it 
shares the pedigree of terms like “Latino” 
and “Hispanic.”  It was the union of French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, and certain Italian 
territories in the era of Napoleon (c.1799-
1814) that produced the general moniker 
“Latin” to describe a vast religio-cultural 
unit more inclusive than the traditional 
nation-state or kingdom.  Again, power was 
at root, in this case a megalomaniac 
Corsican trying to justify his conquests in 
terms of a shared identity.  (to be continued) 



According to French geographers, 
“Latin” Europe shared with “Latin America” 
the following:  Latin-derived languages 
(Spanish, Portuguese, French, Italian), 
Roman Catholic religion, and a more or less 
Mediterranean-derived culture.  Anglo-
America, by contrast, was a region 
dominated by Germanic language(s), 
Protestantism, and North European culture.  
There were in fact as many cross-overs as 
differences, but some scholars have jokingly 
referred to this divide as between “cultures 
of beer” and “cultures of wine.”  Both 
designations all but ignored the diverse 
languages, cultures, and religious traditions 
of Native America and Afro-America.  It 
was the colonizer’s culture that counted. 

When the United States purchased 
and later invaded huge chunks of Spanish 
America in the 19th Century, existing 
populations in regions such as Texas, New 
Mexico, California, and the Greater Antilles 
were variously referred to by U.S. officials 
as “Mexicans,” “Spaniards,” “Puerto 
Ricans,” and even “Hispanics.”  We may 
associate U.S. imperialism mostly with the 
racist policies and attitudes of men like 
Theodore Roosevelt, but U.S. feelings about 
Latin America were not always hateful.  In 
fact Thomas Jefferson was a great admirer 
of Spanish culture, so much so that he 
promoted the teaching of Spanish at William 
& Mary and UVA long before it became 
fashionable elsewhere.   

Jefferson was among the earliest 
Anglo-American “Hispanophiles,” or fans of 
Spanish and Spanish American history, 
language, and culture.  The next wave 
included Washington Irving, William 
Prescott, Frederic Church, and a number of 
other New England elites.  The term 
“Hispanic” thus emerged in this context as a 
mostly positive designator.  The theme was 
even picked up by such notable anti-war 
protestors as Henry David Thoreau.  
“Hispanic America,” including not just the 
newly acquired U.S. Southwest but also 
Mexico, Central America, the Spanish 
Caribbean, and Spanish South America, was 
recognized as having a heritage worth 
learning about in its own terms. 

“Latino” eventually emerged from 
the French tradition then, and “Hispanic” 
from the Anglo-American one.  But whereas 

“Latino” might possibly refer to Italian-
Americans, Brazilians, or French-Canadians, 
“Hispanic” tended to be applied only to 
people and things Spanish or Spanish-
American (witness the venerable Hispanic 
Society of America in New York City, 
founded by the industrialist Huntington 
family -- yet, much more properly 
“Hispanic” in current terms is the Museo del 
Barrio in Central Park).   

The Roman province of Hispania, 
from which “España” was derived, was the 
source of the term “Hispanic.”  Portugal 
ought to have been included, perhaps, but 
generally it wasn’t.  Portugal and its current 
and former colonies, such as Brazil, Angola, 
and Macao constituted a “Luso-,” sphere, 
from the old Roman designation of Portugal 
as “Lusitania.”  One reason for the 
separation of “Luso” and “Hispanic” was a 
long-standing trade relationship between 
Portugal and Great Britain to offset the 
alliance of Spain and France (again, power 
influences the terms of identity). 

Thus far the designators have come 
“outside,” from those in power.  What about 
Civil Rights for people of Latin American 
heritage in the U.S.?...  to be continued   

 
It was mostly after World War II 

that Civil Rights took off in general, and for 
people of Latin American descent 
specifically this was linked to labor abuses 
first, then other matters -- including what is 
today called “racial profiling.”  Mexican-
Americans in California agitated for their 
rights in the immediate aftermath of the 
Bracero Program, for example, and it was in 
this context that the term “Chicano” 
emerged.   

Journalists such as Frank del Olmo 
(see below) suggest that this term originated 
as a slang reference to Mexican-Americans 
from Chihuahua, in north-central Mexico 
(chihuahuense + mexicano = chicano).  
Whatever its origins, though, the term was 
not immediately embraced.  Having been 
subjected to years of insults and 
insensitivity, older folks clung to what they 
felt were more dignified designators such as 
“Hispano,” “Canario,” “Spanish,” and so 
forth.  As a reminder of how raw these 
wounds still are almost a century after 
Pancho Villa, “Mexican” remains a term of 



derision in much of the United States.  
Cuban-Americans, Dominicans, and Puerto 
Ricans, meanwhile, have fought in the same 
period for different kinds of recognition, 
sometimes linked to anti-Communism, 
generalized economic oppression, or 
outright independence from the U.S. 

I’ll leave you to research the story 
further on your own, but to sum up for now, 
it was diverse groups of U.S. citizens and 
recent immigrants of Latin American 
descent responding to political 
disenfranchisement; economic abuses; 
discrimination against religious beliefs, 
language, and culture; and -- like African-
Americans -- unfair designation as a “race” 
that spawned the terms we wrangle with 
today.  What ought to be remembered is that 
identities, even legal ones, are fluid and 
contingent; they are no more carved in stone 
than they are inscribed in our genes.  We 
must take them seriously, but never too 
seriously.  Reverse them whenever you can, 
and you’ll see how power really works (i.e., 
that it’s much more subtle than mere 

wordplay, although that’s an important part 
of it).   

The trick in a still Anglo-dominated 
society and economy, I think, is balance -- to 
respect and take pride in the richness that 
comes from diversity while recognizing the 
equal rights due to a common humanity (à la 
the 1948 UN Charter).  Meanwhile, be 
skeptical of the benefits of formal identity 
recognition, as these can so easily backfire.  
Perhaps someday we will strike such a 
balance of pride and respect domestically, if 
not in our relations with the rest of the 
world, but history suggests that the desire 
for power will always try to get in the way, 
even at the most microscopic of levels. 
 
For more details, see:  “Hispanic, Latino or 
Chicano? A Historical Review,” by Frank 
del Olmo -- 
http://www.nahj.org/resourceguide/intro2.ht
ml 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


