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The aim of the paper is to make explicit and to explore the moral point of view that animates the law of contract 
as private law. This point of view is at once intrinsic to and distinctive of contract. The claim is that it is refl ected 
in the basic doctrines of contract. It allows us to see how these doctrines fi t together and how the resulting concep-
tion is complete in the sense that it has the resources to answer the main questions that arise within contract law. 
So understood, contract law has implications for the kind of theory that can purport to be a theory of contract. It 
rules out the morality of promising as a basis for contract as well as teleological justifi cations of any kind, even as 
part of a complete explanation. The paper ends by suggesting in outline the kind of theory that is able to illuminate 
and deepen our understanding of contract’s moral point of view.


