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Professor Greenawalt’s main interests are in constitutional law and jurisprudence, with special emphasis on church and state, freedom 
of speech, civil disobedience, and criminal responsibility. He is the author of numerous publications on constitutional law and morality, 
including Confl icts of Law and Morality (1987); Religious Convictions and Political Choice (1988); Speech, Crime, and the Uses of 
Language (1989); Law and Objectivity (1992); Fighting Words (1995); Private Consciences and Public Reasons (1995); and Statutory 
Interpretation: Twenty Questions (1999). Professor Greenawalt spent part of a summer as an attorney with the Lawyers Committee for 
Civil Rights in Jackson, Mississippi. From 1966 to 1969, he served on the Civil Rights Committee of the Association of the Bar of the 
City of New York. Member of the Due Process Committee of the American Civil Liberties Union, 1969-71. He served as President of 
the American Society for Political and Legal Philosophy from 1991-1993, and is currently a member of the American Philosophical 
Society.

Religious and Nonreligious Morality: Should They be Treated 
Equally by the Law?
This paper will explore how moral and conscientious convictions should be treated by legislators considering ex-
emptions and judges applying constitutional standards, and in particular whether, and when, it may be defensible 
to give special treatment to convictions based on religion.


