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Citing Within a Text

The MLA Handbook recommends parenthetical citations, and prefers endnotes to footnotes, but views either as a last resort.  Other citation guides might prefer notes.  It’s best, in an academic setting, to follow the guidelines your instructor has set forth. Thus, the following is a guide to both proper parenthetical notation and notes.

Parenthetical Notation

For parenthetical notation, “[u]sually the author’s last name and a page reference are enough” (Gibaldi 184).  Note that the punctuation follows the parenthesis, within which there is no punctuation.
If you need to cite several different works by the same author, include an abbreviated form of the title.   For example, “if this quotation came from a Nicholson Baker novel and you were citing two of his books in your paper, you might cite like this” (Baker Vox 69).

If two authors you are citing have the same last name, cite using their first name or first initial in addition to their last name (C. Bronte 43).

Notes – Footnotes and Endnotes

Number notes consecutively, beginning with 1.  Cite the source as unobtrusively as possible, preferably at the end of a sentence or paragraph.  Do not use asterisks or any other symbol; use a superscript Arabic numeral after the punctuation mark, like this.

  Note the footnote that appears at the bottom of the page, in the form:

Author’s First & Last name, Title of Text (City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication) Page Number.

If you are using notes, you may not need a bibliography.  If one is required, entries should be listed alphabetically on a separate page, as a works cited list, and should follow this format:

Last Name, First Name.  Title of Text.  City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

If a citation takes up more than one line, indent all lines following the first.

If you are quoting repeatedly from the same work, using a note without a specific page number and putting the page number in parenthesis after the quotation may be an acceptable alternative to repetitive notes.  For example: “Holy cow!” (78).

Footnotes appear at the bottom of a page, two lines down from the end of text.  Lines of individual footnotes are single-spaced with double spacing between footnotes.  Endnotes appear on a separate page entitled Notes. 
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