


DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Welcome to By the Way, Meet Vera Stark. This play will take you on a journey through time, 
exploring the complexities of race, fame, and identity. As the director of this production, it 
is my honor to guide you through this thought-provoking and captivating story.
I have had the honor and privilege of working on a number of Lynn Nottage’s plays. And 
with every single production I learn, I grow, I laugh, I cry, I am constantly mesmerized by her 
artistry. Lynn Nottage’s play By the Way, Meet Vera Stark, is a masterful blend of humor, 
drama, and social commentary. It shines a light on the often overlooked stories of Black  
actors in Hollywood during the 1930s and beyond. Through the lens of Vera Stark, a tal-
ented Black actress, we witness the struggles, triumphs, and sacrifices that she and many 
others faced in pursuit of their dreams.
In this production, we aim to transport you to a bygone era, immersing you in the glamour 
and allure of the silver screen. Our talented cast and crew, our phenomenal designers, 
our entire production team have worked tirelessly to recreate the essence of the 1930s, 
1970’s and the 2000’s, ensuring that every detail reflects the spirit of the time.
But By the Way, Meet Vera Stark is not just a historical piece; it is a mirror that reflects our 
present reality. It challenges us to examine the ways in which race and identity continue 
to shape our society. Through Vera’s journey, we are forced to confront the uncomfortable 
truths that still linger in our world today.
As you watch this play unfold, I encourage you to reflect on the power of storytelling. In an 
industry that often perpetuates stereotypes and marginalizes certain voices, By the Way, 
Meet Vera Stark reminds us of the importance of representation and the need to amplify 
diverse voices. It is a celebration of resilience, determination, and the human spirit’s un-
yielding desire to be seen and heard.
I am immensely proud of the incredible team that has brought this production to life. Their 
passion, dedication, and talent have infused every moment with authenticity and depth. 
Together, we invite you to embark on this journey with us, to laugh, to cry, and to be moved 
by the extraordinary story of Vera Stark.
Thank you for joining us. May this experience ignite conversations, challenge perceptions, 
and inspire us all to strive for a more inclusive and equitable world.

With gratitude,
Tia James

DRAMATURG’S NOTE
1933 puts us in the last moments of Pre-Code Hollywood where we saw a more realistic
representation of America where Black and white people exist alongside each other. After 
the Hayes Code was enforced, we see Black actors predominantly in the uncredited roles 
of nameless cooks and servants, as well as the perpetuation of stereotypes that still exist. 
Black actors had few options regarding roles, and they were not always supported by their
communities, leaving them with a complicated legacy. For many of the Black actors and
actresses that inspired this play, their careers are left in the shadows of history, with most
scholarship being on their white counterparts. 1973 is where we’d see new and more 
nuanced roles for Black actors. Blaxploitation films had Black characters now as the leads, 
but often stereotyped. Like in the 30s, the NAACP wasn’t fond of these, concerned again 
about the representation on-screen for Black people. And then 2003. Two years after Halle 
Berry was the 1st, and only, African-American actress to win the Oscar for Best Actress in 
a Leading Role, and Denzel Washington was the 2nd African-American to win Best Actor 
in a Leading Role since 1963. This is also 64 years after Hattie McDaniel is the first Afri-
can-American ever to win an Oscar, for her role as Mammy, with Whoopi Goldberg following 
in 1990.
With the show, we see an overshadowed history highlighted, a void brought to light. I
hope that as you are entertained by the immense talent on stage, you also see not only the 
power of the arts in showcasing our history, but how there is a vast history not talked about 
that is beyond worth investigating; a history that is more current than we think.

Shiloh Manns
With special thanks to Professor Jacqueline Lawton for her guidance and expertise
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