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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Stop.

Just stop.

Take a second to breathe. In fact, take two. Or ten. Or better yet, take a whole min-
ute to breathe.

Don’t think about what you have to do after the show, after lunch, tomorrow morn-
ing, next week.

Just breathe in this moment.

Our show is about nothing so much as it is about the passage of time. The first clue 
is in the title, A Year with Frog and Toad. Think about a year. Think about 525,600 
minutes, as we theatre types like to refer to it. Now imagine spending a year—an 
entire trip through the calendar—without a clock. Does that thought make you un-
comfortable? Or are you joyfully imagining the freedom of a year in which you can 
just exist and be present in the seasons with nature as your guide? In other words, 
are you Frog, or are you Toad?

In the opening scene of our show, Frog messes with Toad’s calendar, and Toad 
smashes his alarm clock, an understandable act for those of us who like to hit the 
snooze button. With an incorrect calendar, and a useless clock, Toad is lost in time; 
he struggles with everything from the timing of his baking to waiting for seeds to 
grow. Time is Toad’s biggest adversary, but it is always passing, moving through the 
seasons whether Toad can track it on his calendar and clock or not.

Frog, on the other hand, finds joy in each minute. He spends his time being present 
in the moment, taking the passage of time as it comes, and taking his cue from 
nature as he revels in the new experiences each season brings. He doesn’t mind 
forgetting his watch, and it is probably safe to say that patience is Frog’s greatest 
virtue.

The truth is that time passes whether or not we have a neat calendar with tidy, 
filled-in commitments and a functioning alarm clock. We can choose to leave our 
watch at home and just revel in the wonder of the seasons as they roll through a 
year of their own accord. We all need a friend like Frog to encourage us to be pres-
ent in the moment and enjoy the seasons of our lives. So please—stop, breathe, 
and appreciate this moment as you spend a year with Frog and Toad.

Dana Margulies
Director



There will not be an intermission during this performance.

Please turn off your cell phone and other electronic devices. 
Even a lighted screen is a distraction to those around you.

Photographs and recordings are strictly prohibited during this performance.
Our theatre is equipped with an Infrared Listening System for those in our audience 
who are hearing impaired. If you would like to use a complimentary headset, please 

see either an usher or the House Manager.

DRAMATURG NOTES
Welcome to the world of Frog and Toad, where animals sing and dance, toads wear 
funny bathing suits, and cookies are plentiful! This musical is based on the books 
by Arnold Lobel, a prolific children’s book author and illustrator in the 1970’s, 
whose work has touched so many people.

For some, this musical is a piece of childhood nostalgia. Lobel himself was a father 
of two children who, like many of us, grew up hearing the stories of Frog and Toad—
only for them, it was straight from the source. The stories’ themes of kindness and 
love have been a formative part of so many people’s childhoods.

For theatre fans, Frog and Toad are a classic musical theatre duo. Vaudevillian 
double acts were a popular form of entertainment in the early 1900’s and quickly 
made their way into musical theatre. According to Lobel’s daughter, Adrienne, he 
loved the routines of musical comedy duos like Fred Astaire and Edward Everett 
Horton, so it only makes sense that a musical based on his books would feature a 
similar comedic singing duo.

For many people, Frog and Toad are a depiction of a strong bond between two 
characters. It has been suggested that the relationship between them is a repre-
sentation of the love Lobel felt in his real life. Frog and Toad show us what it looks 
like for two characters to enjoy sharing their lives with each other exploring the 
world around them.

Whether the show resonates with you because of the childhood nostalgia, the hu-
mor, the music, or the love shared between Frog and Toad, I hope you all sit back 
and let yourself be swept into this joyful, musical imagining of a beloved children’s 
book series.

Anna Downs
Dramaturg

Visual Sensitivity Warning: Strobe lighting in use during this production.



Act I
A Year With Frog and Toad ....................................................... Frog, Toad, Birds
Spring ....................................................................................................Frog, Toad
Seeds ...............................................................................................................Toad
The Letter ....................................................................................................... Snail
Getta Load Of Toad ........................................Frog, Toad, Turtle, Mouse, Lizard
Alone ................................................................................................................ Frog
The Letter #2 ................................................................................................. Snail
Cookies ....................................................................................... Frog, Toad, Birds

Act II
The Kite ...................................................................................... Frog, Toad, Birds
Leaves: A Year With Frog and Toad Reprise ...............................................Birds
He’ll Never Know ..................................................................................Frog, Toad
Shivers ....................................................Young Frog, Father Frog, Mother Frog,

Large & Terrible Frog, Frog, Toad
The Letter #3 ................................................................................................. Snail
Down The Hill .................................................................Frog, Toad, Moles, Snail
I’m Coming Out Of My Shell ......................................................................... Snail
Toad To The Rescue ..........................................................................Toad, Moles
Merry Almost Christmas ......................................................... Frog, Toad, Moles
Finale: A Year With Frog and Toad ........................................... Frog, Toad, Birds
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SUPPORT THEATRE AND DANCE
We have several ways to help support our 
department, all of which are available at 
wm.edu/as/tsd/support. Provided below 
are some of our furthest reaching donor 
opportunities. Scan the QR code to learn 
more and make a gift to the department.

William & Mary Theatre Scholarship
Provides financial assistance for theatre 
studies to students who have shown 
outstanding dedication to William & Mary 
theatre and special ability in their theatre 
work

Theatre, Speech, & Dance Dept. Fund
Helps the department provide funds for 
mainstage theatre production materials 
and equipment, alumni-student network-
ing trips, guest artist residencies and 
master classes, and student conference 
travel opportunities

Roby-Sherman Dance Scholarship
Provides financial assistance for sum-
mer dance studies to students who have 
shown outstanding dedication to the 
dance program and special ability in their 
dance work

Roby-Sherman Dance Fund
Helps the dance program provide master 
classes and student conference travel op-
portunities; donors may specify how they 
would like their contributions used
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