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Date Day Class  Topic Assignment Due 
24-Aug Wed 1 Course Overview & Introduction to Epidemiologic Thinking Rothman Ch. 1 
26-Aug Fri 2 Dynamics of Disease Transmission Gordis Ch. 1-2, Answer q. 1,2, 7, 8 in Ch. 1 
29-Aug Mon 3 Measuring the Occurrence of Disease I: Morbidity  Gordis Ch. 3, Answer q. 1,2,5,6,7 in Ch. 3 
31-Aug Wed 4 Measuring the Occurrence of Disease II: Mortality Gordis Ch. 4 
2-Sep Fri 5 Problem Session None 
5-Sep Mon 6 Assessing the Validity and Reliability of Diagnostic Screening 

Tests 
Gordis Ch. 5, pp. 85-96 

7-Sep Wed 7 Predictive Value of a Test; Reliability and Validity Gordis Ch. 5, pp. 96-106 
9-Sep Fri 8 Problem Session None 
12-Sep Mon 9 Natural History of Disease: Ways of Expressing Prognosis Gordis Ch. 6 
14-Sep Wed 10 Assessing Efficacy of Preventive and Therapeutic Measures: 

RCTs 
Gordis Ch. 7 - 8, Answer q. 1-6, 8 in Ch. 8 

16-Sep Fri 11 Problem Session None 
19-Sep Mon 12 Causation I: Using Epidemiology to Identify the Cause of 

Disease 
Gordis pp.165-166; Rothman Ch. 2 

21-Sep Wed 13 Causation II: Deriving Inferences from Epidemiologic Studies; 
Keys to Understanding Articles on Epidemiologic Studies 

Gordis Ch. 14 (Answer questions 1-6 in Ch. 14); 
Hebel, JR & RJ McCarter (2006) Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics. Ch. 17. 

23-Sep Fri 14 Problem Session None 
26-Sep Mon 15 Cohort Studies Gordis Ch. 9 
28-Sep Wed 16                                         MIDTERM 1  None 
30-Sep Fri 17 Problem Session None 
3-Oct Mon 18 Case Control Studies and Other Study Designs Gordis Ch. 10, 13 
5-Oct Wed 19 Estimating Risk & Estimating the Potential for Prevention Gordis Ch. 11, 12 
7-Oct Fri 20 Problem Session  
10-Oct Mon  No Class: Fall Break None 
12-Oct Wed 21 More on Causal Inference: Bias, Confounding Gordis Ch. 15, pp. 247-255  
14-Oct Fri 22 Problem Session None 
17-Oct Mon 23 More on Causal Inference: Interaction    Gordis Ch. 15, pp. 256-263 (Answer q. 1,2,7,8 in Ch. 

17) 
19-Oct Wed 24 Identifying the Cause of Disease Occurrence & Cohort 

Studies 
Gordis Ch. 16 
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21-Oct Fri 25 Comparative effectiveness studies (Dr. Biehl, PhD) Sturmer et al. (2011) Int J of Epid. 22(3):298-301  
24-Oct Mon 26 The state of the science: CONSORT and STROBE Rothwell & Bhatia (2007). British Medical Journal. 20: 

806-808; Altman et al. (2001) Annals of Int Med. 137 
(8): 663-694. 

26-Oct Wed 27 Case: Ecological Study: Income inequality and health in the 
U.S. 

Kaplan et al., British Medical Journal. 312:999-1003, 
1996; Media Assignment Due at 2pm 

28-Oct Fri 28 Problem Session None 
31-Oct Mon 29 Case: RCT: Seafood and Omega 3s Dietary 

Supplementation with n-3 PUFAs. The GISSI Study 
The GISSI Study Team. Lancet 354 (9177): 447-455, 
1999. 

2-Nov Wed 30 Case: RCT: Maternal DHA and the Development of Attention 
in Infancy and Toddlerhood 

Colombo et al., Child Development. 75(4):1254-1267, 
2004  
Email topic of your Epi Study Assign. by 5pm 

4-Nov Fri 31 Case: Meta Analyses of Childhood growth in low-and-middle-
income countries  

Victora et al. Pediatrics. 2010 125(3):473-80.  

7-Nov Mon 32                                      MIDTERM 2 Gordis Ch. 13 for review of study designs 
9-Nov Wed 33 Case: RCT of male circumcision for reduction of HIV infection 

risk: the ANRS 1265 Trial. 
Auvert et al. PLoS Medicine 2(11):1112-1122 2005.  

11-Nov Fri 34 Case: The peculiar history of estrogen replacement therapy: 
endometrial cancer, heart disease, osteoporosis and breast 
cancer (Prof. Buchanan, MD) 

Gordis Ch. 19; Additional articles TBA 

14-Nov Mon 35 Case: The grand cohort studies of the 20th century: the 
Framingham Study, the British Doctors Study (Prof. 
Buchanan, MD, MPH) 

TBA 

16-Nov Wed 36 Case: Dengue Fever: Modeling the Dynamics of Multi-strain 
Disease Transmission (Prof. Shaw, PhD) 

TBA 
Epi Study Assignment Due at 2pm 

18-Nov Fri 37 Problem Session None 
21-Nov Mon 38 Majors Epidemiologic Transitions, Past and Present TBA 
23-Nov Wed  No Class: Thanksgiving Holiday None 
25-Nov Fri  No Class: Thanksgiving Holiday None 
28-Nov Mon 39 Applying Epidemiology to Evaluation and Public Policy Gordis Ch. 19 
30-Nov Wed 40 Selected Presentation of Student Epidemiology Studies  None 
2-Dec Fri 41 Course Summary & Review None 
12-Dec Mon  FINAL EXAM 2-5 pm  

!


