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�� How does commercial crabbing affect How does commercial crabbing affect 
age and size in terrapin populations?age and size in terrapin populations?
�� Comparison between Comparison between FelgateFelgate and Goodwinand Goodwin

�� How does raccoon predation affect How does raccoon predation affect 
population structure at the Goodwin population structure at the Goodwin 
islandsislands
�� Comparison between Goodwin islandsComparison between Goodwin islands
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�� How do water and air temperatures affect How do water and air temperatures affect 
the number of turtles found onshore at the number of turtles found onshore at 
the Goodwin islands?the Goodwin islands?

�� What abnormalities and deformities are What abnormalities and deformities are 
found in terrapins at the found in terrapins at the FelgateFelgate site?site?

�� How do shell and body colors vary and How do shell and body colors vary and 
what patterns, if any, are found in the what patterns, if any, are found in the 
variation?variation?
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�� Turtles lay eggs Turtles lay eggs 
between May and between May and 
AugustAugust

�� Raccoons and other Raccoons and other 
predators find nestspredators find nests

�� Majority of nests are Majority of nests are 
predated, exact predated, exact 
percent varies by percent varies by 
islandisland
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�� Terrapins have been shown to return to Terrapins have been shown to return to 
the same tidal creek area to nestthe same tidal creek area to nest

�� Islands with higher rates of predation are Islands with higher rates of predation are 
not getting as many new recruits as lower not getting as many new recruits as lower 
predated islandspredated islands

�� HypothesisHypothesis:  Females on West Island :  Females on West Island 
will be older than Middle Island, and even will be older than Middle Island, and even 
older than East Islandolder than East Island
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1,3621,362399399648648315315TotalTotal

8080555588889696Percent predatedPercent predated

209209146146595944HatchedHatched//

EmergedEmerged

414124248899IntactIntact

21211010111100Partially PredatedPartially Predated

10911091219219570570302302DepredatedDepredated

TotalTotalEIEIMIMIWIWI
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�� Older females lay Older females lay 
larger nestslarger nests

�� Previous yearsPrevious years’’ data data 
showed one egg showed one egg 
higher average on higher average on 
the west islandthe west island

�� Successful nests are Successful nests are 
just beginning to just beginning to 
hatchhatch

6.06.04141FelgateFelgate

7.37.3410410EastEast

7.47.4207207Middle BackMiddle Back

7.47.4686686MiddleMiddle

5.85.87373WestWest

Avg. Avg. 
Clutch Clutch 

sizesize

Total Total 
NestsNestsIslandIsland
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�� CANOE!!!CANOE!!!
�� Walk on beach Walk on beach 

searching for egg shellssearching for egg shells
�� Modified crab potsModified crab pots
�� TurtlesTurtles

�� Measure length, width, Measure length, width, 
depthdepth

�� WeightWeight
�� AgeAge
�� Tag turtleTag turtle



�
����
�
����
�
����
�
����
�
����
�
����
�
����
�
����
 ���
�
������
�
������
�
������
�
������
�
������
�
������
�
������
�
���

1, 2

16, 17

20

3

54

12  11

10

9  8
7  6

19, 20

13, 14 15

15, 15, 4, 4

6, 6, 10

4, 1, 8

4, 3, 8

7, 5, 6

10, 12, 17

7, 5, 10
6, 8, 15, 15 6, 8, 8
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�� CarapaceCarapace
�� Brown, black, wood patternBrown, black, wood pattern

�� PlastronPlastron
�� Varying shades of orange, wood patternVarying shades of orange, wood pattern

�� BodyBody
�� Shade varies from white to blackShade varies from white to black
�� Spots often visible, but usually not seen on darker turtlesSpots often visible, but usually not seen on darker turtles

�� HeadHead
�� Spots joined or distinctSpots joined or distinct
�� Stripes above mouth, diamond on headStripes above mouth, diamond on head
�� Color can be different than body colorColor can be different than body color
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