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Dear  Morton Hall Alumni,  

 

An eventful year is quickly coming to a close, and around Morton Hall, the air is full of the intellectual 

frenzy which comes with the season.  Faculty worry about how to finish the last topics on the syllabi, 

and how all those term papers will be completed and returned.  Students juggle too-long-delayed as-

signments with the need to make those last few classes to get any hints on what to expect on the final 

exam.  But we all take satisfaction in setting high standards and finding enthusiasm and engagement in 

the classes. 

 In another section of this newsletter, Associate Professor Mike Tierney encourages you to take 

an active role in the Collegeôs recently announced Strategic Planning process.  I hope youôll give seri-

ous thought to his message about the need to actively promote and protect those attributes of the Col-

lege which make us unique among highly selective and remarkably productive national universities.  

Please be assured that here in the Government Department we are doing all that we can to maintain our 

historic commitments. 

 Again this year, the Government Department graduated an outstanding class,  in fact numbering 

more than any other Arts & Sciences department or program.  Once we include the International Rela-

tions majors and Public Policy majors who take a large share of their courses in Government, we stand 

out even more.  We like to believe that in addition to their strong interest in government and politics, 

these majors are responding to the availability of classes with enrollments limited to allow for papers 

and essay exams, class discussions and projects, and faculty-supervised research.  Our faculty continue 

to balance their active research agendas with a commitment to excellence in teaching.  Increasingly, 

faculty like Larry Evans, Rani Mullen, Amy Oakes, Dennis Smith and Paul Manna are including stu-

dents in their research projects, co-authoring articles and conference papers. 

In part due to this increasing student research activity, our undergraduates have been travelling to na-

tional and regional conferences to present papers.  With the generous support of one of our alums, 

weôve established the Michael Sturm Student Conference Travel Grants.  With gifts like this and all the 

gifts large and small which so many of you have designated for the Government Department, we have 

been able to enhance our teaching and mentoring for undergraduates and to improve the intellectual life 

of the department. 

 This semester, we supported a lecture by General  Taguba, who investigated the allegations of 

abuse at Abu Gharaib and we sponsored class trips to Washington.  Last Spring, we hosted Stephen 

Macedo of Princeton University, a graduate of the department, for the annual lectureship in honor of 

retired Professors Don Baxter and Alan Ward.   The Irwin Fellowships support summer intern opportu-

nities, and this year, we hope to announce more specific functions and activities supported by alumni 

contributions. 

 Col. Lawrence Wilkerson continues to provide our students with his insight from experience 

http://www.wm.edu/
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Greetings John McGlennon 

working in the State Department under Colin Powell as the Pamela Harriman lecturer in Government 

and Public Policy, and this year, weôve benefitted from the presence of Virginia Senator Thomas K. 

Norment, the Richard Williamson Lecturer in Law, who specifically requested the opportunity to teach 

undergraduates in the Government Department as part of his assignment.  Senator Norment is teaching 

a class on the legislative process in the states this semester, and will be heading an internship class in 

the Spring along with the General Assembly session in Richmond. 

 As you can see,  weôre keeping a busy schedule in Morton.  But however busy things may get, 

it is always terrific to see the many alumni who just stop by to say hello while they are in town or on a 

specific trip to the College.  We all really appreciate the opportunity to catch up with former students, 

to hear about your personal and professional challenges and successes.  Itôs great to meet the next gen-

eration and to find out what you are doing now. 

 This issue of the newsletter does not include our normal alumni activity section, but weôre hop-

ing that enough of you will drop us a line with a few sentences about what you are doing to justify a 

special spring edition!  Thanks go to George Grayson, our managing editor and Gabriele Arias, our edi-

tor, for their hard work on this issue. 

 Enjoy reading about the department, give us your feedback, and please accept our best wishes 

for a happy and prosperous new year. 

 

Sincerley, 

John McGlennon 
Chair of the Government Department 
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Michael Tierney, 

Dear Government Alumni, 
 
As you may have heard, the College of William & Mary is going through a strategic planning process 
to define the vision of the institution.  The Strategic Planning Committee is asking for suggestions and 
provides a simple online form that allows alumni to express their views on the "core tenets" of the 
College.  I hope you will consider taking a few minutes to reply.  
 As some of you know, I am also an alumnus (Class of 1987), and I just filled out the form my-
self.  Please say whatever you like, but based on what I have observed over the past five years, I think 
the most endangered values that make the College of William & Mary distinctive are: 

1. Small classes;  
2.   Close student-faculty interaction, inside and outside the  
  classroom;  
3    Knowing your professors as individuals and having assignments  
  graded by them rather than by graduate teaching assistants;  
4.   An emphasis on writing, critical thinking, and the liberal arts;  
5.  High standards in the classroom;  
6.  A sense of community; and  
7.  The ability to complete your degree in four years 

 
 Your list may be longer and more varied; however, in my view, these are elements that distin-
guish William & Mary from larger, public universities with similar rankings in national surveys.  Al-
though we do several things better than the Universities of California-Los Angeles, Wisconsin, Michi-
gan, North Carolina, and Virginia, we should not aspire to emulate them.  They are more impersonal 
and, frankly, less capable of providing students with an undergraduate education.  I speak from experi-
ence because as a graduate student I taught at the University of California-San Diego. 
 If William & Mary increases expectation for faculty research--a positive suggestion, I believe--
it must also expand the size of its faculty to continue offering small classes and close student-faculty 
interaction.   If there is an unbalanced demand to emphasize research, departments will respond by 
reducing faculty membersô teaching load.  The result will be (1) fewer courses, (2) auditorium-sized 
classes, and (3) problems for students to enroll in the courses they need.  These consequences will not 
only have a negative affect on students, they will change the culture of the College.   
 Put briefly: If the administration stresses more research, there should be a concurrent expansion 
in the size of the faculty to offer as many courses as possible, keep classes small, and preserve the qual-
ity of our undergraduate education. 
 
I encourage you to weigh in now by posting your views at the link above. 
 
The future of your Alma Mater depends on our getting this ñvision thingò right. 
  
Best, 
Michael J. Tierney 
Department of Government  
Director of International Relations 
  

http://www.wm.edu/about/administration/strategicplanning/alumni/index.php
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ing an essay tentatively titled 

"Toward a More Perfect (Re)

Union?: Democratic Messiahs, 

Segregated Memory and the 

Presidential Race." 

     For more information, visit 

Brendeseôs website. 

 

 

George W. Grayson 
 

In May, 

G r a ys o n 

published 

an article 

t h r o u g h 

the For-

eign Pol-

icy Re-

search Institute entitled, ñLos 

Zetas: the Ruthless Army 

Spawned by a Mexican Drug 

Cartel.ò  Several months later, 

the Center for Immigration 

Studies included his back-

grounder, ñóSurge Twoô: 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT E-NEWSLETTER 

Summer Research & Travels 

David Backer 
 

In late-

M a y , 

D a v i d 

B a c k e r 

traveled 

to South 

Africa to 

attend a meeting for members of 

the editorial board of the Inter-

national Journal of Transi-

tional Justice, which launched 

in 2006.  Afterwards, he helped 

facilitate a training course for 

fellows of the journal from Cam-

bodia, East Timor, Liberia, Peru, 

Sri Lanka and Uganda, as part of 

an innovative program designed 

to encourage and improve con-

tributions from the Global South.      

     The subsequent week, he ini-

tiated the second wave of a panel 

survey of victims of apartheid-

era abuses in the Cape Town 

area (following up on research 

he conducted in 2002-03 for his 

PhD dissertation), and it was 

completed in July.  On his way 

back to the U.S. from South Af-

rica, he stopped off in Lagos and 

Abuja, Nigeria to conduct final 

debriefings with the fieldworkers 

who administered a survey in 

March and Aprilðas part of the 

West Africa Transitional Justice 

Projectðto nearly 500 victims 

of past violence and repression. 

     For more information, visit 

Backerôs website. 

 

 

P.J. Brendese  
 

The forthcom-

ing issue of the 

journal Polity, 

will publish an 

essay by P.J. 

Brendese enti-

t l e d ,  

"Remembering 

D e m o c r a t i c 

Time: Specters 

of Mexico's 

Past and Democracy's Future."   

In addition, Brendeseôs book 

manuscript, Memory, Democ-

racy and Time: Present Pasts 

and the Politics of Possibility, is 

under review for publication.   

     This past summer he taught 

two courses and continued his 

research on how the unresolved 

legacy of slavery haunts contem-

porary racial politics in America.  

Currently, Brendese is complet-

David Backer at a Writing Workshop for the fellows of the International Journal of Transi-
tional Justice (IJTJ) in Stellenbosch, South Africa, May 2009 

http://wmpeople.wm.edu/site/page/pjbren/home
http://www.fpri.org
http://www.fpri.org
http://www.fpri.org
http://www.fpri.org
http://www.fpri.org/enotes/200805.grayson.loszetas.html
http://www.fpri.org/enotes/200805.grayson.loszetas.html
http://www.fpri.org/enotes/200805.grayson.loszetas.html
http://www.fpri.org/enotes/200805.grayson.loszetas.html
http://www.cis.org/
http://www.cis.org/
http://www.cis.org/surge2
http://ijtj.oxfordjournals.org/
http://ijtj.oxfordjournals.org/
http://ijtj.oxfordjournals.org/
http://www.sitemaker.umich.edu/backer/home
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/polity/index.html
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Northward Flood of Mexicans 

Likely to Increase after U.S. 

Electionò in its October issue.     

     In recent months, Grayson 

has given lectures at universities 

in Guadalajara, 

H e r m o s i l l o , 

Querétaro, Mata-

moros, Mérida, 

and Monterrey, 

Mexico, under 

the auspices of 

the U.S. Depart-

ment of State.  

His most current publication, 

Mexicoôs Struggle with óDrugs 

and Thugs,ô  examines U.S.-

Mexican drug relations and the 

prospects for impeding the flow 

of illegal substances into the 

United States.   

 

 

Tobias Hofmann 
 

Tobias Hof-

mann was in-

vited to Tokyo 

over the sum-

mer and pre-

sented his re-

search on the 

effectiveness 

of interna-

tional institutions at two of 

W&M's long-standing partner 

universities in JapanïWaseda 

University and Keio University. 

     In early August, Hofmann 

attended a workshop in Berlin, 

Germany, along with interna-

tional participants from Harvard, 

University College Dublin, 

Maastricht University, and Uni-

versity of Mannheim, which 

shall lead to a book manuscript 

on compliance issues in the 

European Union over the aca-

demic year.  

     In the forthcoming issue of 

the German flag-ship political 

science journal Politische 

Vierteljahresschrift, Hofmann 

and Lena M. 

Schaffer (from 

the Center for 

Comparative and 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Studies at the 

Swiss Federal 

Institute of Tech-

nology in Zurich) 

are publishing: "A Round-trip to 

Peace? Peacekeeping and the 

Duration of Peace after Civil 

War."     

 

 

Christopher Howard 
 

H o w a r d 

was on 

research 

l e a v e 

d u r i n g 

2 0 0 8 .  

His main 

focus has 

b e e n 

writing chapters for several dif-

ferent edited volumes, all of 

which place the United States in 

cross-national perspective.  The 

topics are some of his old favor-

ites: social and tax policies.   

     In October Howard was a 

Visiting Scholar at James Madi-

son University.  He delivered  

several lectures and one public 

talk.  He was also invited to help 

edit a new book series about 

American politics for the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania Press.   

     Howard is contemplating his 

next major research project, and 

it seems likely that it will focus 

on the politics of health insur-

ance for children.  He recently 

finished a five-year stint with the 

College's service learning pro-

gram (the Sharpe Program), 

where I taught freshman semi-

nars about race and inequality, 

and his students helped tutor 

youngsters from local schools.  

He is looking forward to teach-

ing two sections of the American 

Welfare State in Spring 2009.  

 

 

Maria Ivanova 
 

D u r i n g 

the sum-

mer, a 

team of 

four Wil-

liam & 

Mary stu-

d e n t s 

w o r k e d 

with Maria Ivanova in Washing-

ton, D.C. to research and explain 

the periods of U.S. leadership 

and withdrawal from interna-

tional environmental affairs over 

the past forty years. Students 

engaged in intensive research at 

the Library of Congress, con-

http://www.cis.org/surge2
http://www.cis.org/surge2
http://www.cis.org/surge2
http://www.fpa.org/pubs_inventory2417/pubs_inventory_show.htm?doc_id=707048
http://www.fpa.org/pubs_inventory2417/pubs_inventory_show.htm?doc_id=707048
http://www.vsjournals.de/index.php;do=viewmag/sid=16543115874919ad75e2fe0562988895/site=pvs/lng=de/area=pol/id=2/alloc=163
http://www.vsjournals.de/index.php;do=viewmag/sid=16543115874919ad75e2fe0562988895/site=pvs/lng=de/area=pol/id=2/alloc=163
http://web.wm.edu/sharpe/?svr=www
http://www.fpa.org/pubs_inventory2417/pubs_inventory_show.htm?doc_id=707048
http://www.vsjournals.de/index.php;do=viewmag/sid=16543115874919ad75e2fe0562988895/site=pvs/lng=de/area=pol/id=2/alloc=163
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erous support of the QEP/

Mellon Initiative  at The Col-

lege.  

     Learn about W&Môs Road 

to Sustainability and Earth 

Day 2008 at the College!      

     For further information, visit 

Ivanovaôs website.  

 

 

Paul Manna 
 

P a u l 

M a n n a 

and his 

wife Lisa 

Ingegneri 

w e l -

c o m e d 

the newest addition to the Gov-

ernment family this past spring.  

Their son, Theo Dominic 

Manna, was born on May 11, 

2008, which also happened to be 

Mother's Day and W&M Com-

mencement!  Theo has not yet 

identified his primary subfield in 

political science.  Professor 

Manna is pushing for American 

politics and methodology, while 

his wife, who teaches French 

here in Williamsburg, is hoping 

Theo will become an expert in 

French politics.   

     For more information, visit 

Mannaôs website. 

 

 

Rani Mullen 
 

R a n i 

M u l l e n 

took stu-

dents from 

her Af-

ghanistan 

s e m i n a r  

to D.C. last spring.  They visited 

the World Bank's Board Room 

(the students sat where the U.S. 

Executive Director sits as shown 

in the picture on the next page, 

top right) and the U.S. Depart-

ment of State. 

     Mullen recently formed the 

South Asia Research Group to 

foster greater research and col-

laboration on issues of compara-

tive South Asian politics.  This 

group meets once a month at the 

Collegeôs offices in DC for an 

informal presentation of current 

research, roundtable discussion, 

and feedback.  The next meeting 

will focus on: ñU.S.-Indian 

Maritime Relations: Leading the 

Larger Security Relationship?ò 

  Two of her former South Asian 

Politics students (Dalton Bennet 

ducted interviews with key pol-

icy figures, and participated in 

environmental policy events in 

the Washington area. 

     The summer research team 

generated empirical data sets to 

track the history of U.S. involve-

ment in environmental issues 

and demonstrated trends in U.S. 

leadership in global environ-

mental governance. Using the 

resources of the Library of Con-

gress, the team coded the indices 

of the Congressional Quarterly 

Almanac, to determine how of-

ten the U.S. Congress discussed 

environmental issues (from 1966 

to 2006).  

     By linking historical findings 

to contemporary debates, this 

research contributes to a plat-

form for meaningful U.S. reen-

gagement on the international 

environmental arena in the 21st  

century.  This experience was 

made possible through the gen-

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT E-NEWSLETTER 

Summer Research & Travels 

Summer research team with Eileen Claussen, President of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change 

From left: Caroline Cress (ó10), George Cortina (ó11), Philip Zapfel (ó09), Eileen Claussen, Maria 

Ivanova, and Clare Stankwitz (ó11). 

http://web.wm.edu/charlescenter/QEPMellonCFP.php?svr=www
http://web.wm.edu/charlescenter/QEPMellonCFP.php?svr=www
http://roadtosustainability.webs.com/index.htm
http://roadtosustainability.webs.com/index.htm
http://roadtosustainability.webs.com/index.htm
http://mxivan.people.wm.edu/
http://pmanna.people.wm.edu/
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ó10 and Will Warriner ó09), cur-

rently participating in the W&M 

in Washington Program, attend 

these meetings and provide write

-ups of the sessions for the 

chance to interact with South 

Asia researchers and policy 

makers. 

     In October 2008, two of 

Mullenôs former students, Mor-

gan Figa and Erin O'Brian Hous-

ton, travelled with her to present 

a paper at the recent 37th Annual 

Conference on South Asia in 

Madison, Wisconsin. Morgan 

and Erin also presented papers 

they had initially written for 

Mullenôs Afghanistan seminar 

(Spring '08) at a panel on "State-

Building in Afghanistan".  Mor-

gan's paper ("Provincial Recon-

struction Teams and Building 

Local Capacity in Afghanistan") 

and Erin's paper ("The Politics 

of Gender: Increasing Women's 

Participation in the Reconstruc-

tion of Afghanistan") were both 

very well received, with several 

people telling her after the panel 

that they thought their papers 

were better than many grad stu-

dent papers they had seen!  

 

 

Christine Nemacheck  
 

C h r i s t i n e 

Nemacheck 

con t i nues 

her research 

on the ap-

pointment 

process and 

the judici-

ary with a 

new project examining the 

effects of confirmation delay 

on U.S. Courts of Appeals.   

     Over the summer, she also 

conducted research on the 

effects of integrated classroom 

and internship experiences on 

learning, a project derived from 

her experience with the W&M 

in Washington Program.   

     In addition to her research, 

Nemacheck enjoyed a great trip 

to Southeast Asia and even 

learned how to cross the street in 

Hanoiðnot as easy as it might 

sound.  Of course, little could 

top the 600 mile "day-trip" she 

shared through northern Califor-

nia's Avenue of the Giants with 

&ÒÏÎÔ ÒÏ×ȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÅÆÔȡ -ÏÒÇÁÎ &ÉÇÁ ɉȭΧΧɊȟ %ÒÉÎ (ÏÕÓÔÏÎȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔÏÐÈÅÒ 3ÉÄÉÒÏÐÏÕÌÏÓ ɉ΄ΦήɊȟ -ÁØ×ÅÌÌ 
Cameron ('08), Hanif Yazdi 
Back row, from left: Awesta Nassir ('08), Brent Cochran ('08), Christopher Robbins ('08), James 
Emanuel ('08), Evan Delly ('08), and Rani Mullen 

%ÒÉÎ (ÏÕÓÔÏÎ ɉȬΦίɊȟ 2ÁÎÉ -ÕÌÌÅÎȟ ÁÎÄ -ÏÒÇÁÎ &ÉÇÁ ɉȬΧΦɊ  

Ronald Rappoport on the Avenue of the Giants, California  

http://web.wm.edu/wmindc/?svr=www
http://web.wm.edu/wmindc/?svr=www
http://web.wm.edu/wmindc/?svr=www
http://web.wm.edu/wmindc/?svr=www

