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 Attached please find results of a study of graduation rates based on 
cumulative QPAs.  

 First-time freshmen entering in fall 1990 through fall 1993 were examined. 
Those entering in fall 1993 comprise the most recent cohort who may have 
graduated within five years. Five-year graduation rates were used because of the 
College's ten-semester attendance limit. Degrees conferred by the fifth summer 
following matriculation were included. For instance, fall 1990 matriculants had 
until summer 1995 to graduate. This is our typical method for determining 
graduation rates. 

 Each cohort was matched against a file of cumulative QPA information, 
using records from the second, fourth, and sixth terms following matriculation (for 
instance, QPAs for fall 1990 matriculants were examined after spring 1991, 
spring 1992, and spring 1993). Thus, academic standing was based on time 
since matriculation, not cumulative hours earned. Finally, records were matched 
against our degrees conferred file. Degree recipients and those who did not 
receive degrees within each five-year period were stratified according to 
cumulative QPA at the three measurement times. As noted on the attached 
tables, except for certain degree recipients counted in the IPEDS Graduation 
Rate Survey for the entering cohorts of fall 1991 and fall 1992, changes in social 
security numbers are not reflected in the QPA comparisons or in the degrees 
conferred counts. 



 Please note the following observations. First, students who achieve above 
a 2.25 cumulative QPA at any time during their careers graduate at a very high 
rate (93% for all students above that level after two semesters, 97% after four 
semesters, and almost 99% after six semesters). Those who achieve between a 
1.9 and a 2.25 QPA after two semesters graduate at a rate similar to the overall 
five-year rate (85% for those students versus the 88% graduation rate for the four 
entering classes). The graduation rate diminishes significantly, to 62%, for 
students who achieve below a 1.9 QPA after two semesters, and further, to 55%, 
for those who achieve below a 1.7. After four semesters, 59% of students with a 
QPA below 1.9 graduate in five years. The graduation rate falls further to 45% for 
students with QPAs below 1.7 after four semesters.  

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me. 
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