CHEM 404/504- Advanced Analytical Chemistry, Spring 2019

Syllabus for CHEM 404/504 Advanced Analytical Chemistry
Spring 2020
MWF 11:00-12:20 am, Room 1111
http://blackboard.wm.edu

Professor Rachel O’Brien
reobrien@wm.edu, Office ISC 1058, Phone 1-1858
Office hours TBD or by appointment

Course Overview:

- This course will present analytical chemistry techniques with motivation from environmental
studies.

- We will be going through a detailed overview of sampling and instrumentation fundamentals
followed by an investigation of techniques used in analysis of air, particle, and water samples

- Emphasis will be placed on topics of current scientific/societal interest related to the impacts of
human activities on the environment

- The goal of this class is to introduce you to several of the tools you need to be an analytical
chemist, and then to provide you with the opportunity to practice using those tools with case
studies.

Textbook: Select chapters from Analytical Chemistry 2.1- a free online text book are recommended. For
review of the fundamentals of specific techniques, you may also find Quantitative Chemical Analysis by
Harris and Principles of Instrumental Analysis by Skoog helpful. Copies of both will be placed in the
library.

Link to Analytical Chemistry 2.1:
http://dpuadweb.depauw.edu/harvey_web/eTextProject/version_2.1.html

Grading: Problem sets 30%
Midterm 25%
Outline 3%
Abstract 2%
Presentation 15%
Paper 20%
Participation 5%

-Problem sets: Five graded problem sets will be assigned (30 pts each). You may work together, but you
must turn in your own work. Problem sets turned in after the last day of class will not be graded. Late
problem sets (without extenuating circumstances/approval from instructor) will lose 5 points.

-Exams: There will be one midterm worth 25% and a final project worth a total of 40% (outline, abstract,
presentation, and paper). The midterm will be in class and will be open note.

-Attendance & Participation: Students are expected to be present and contribute to the class. These are
discretionary points for the instructor.
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-Presentation: At the end of the semester, students will give an approximately 12-15 min presentation on
a research question they decide to pursue with a critique of two analytical methods (sample preparation +
instrumentation) that can be used to study that question.

Masters students will give a 20 min presentation.

-Paper: An original paper based on current literature research will be due by the end of the time of the
final (May 8" 5 pm). This can be submitted via either e-mail or blackboard. This will be an in-depth
review of the techniques you are presenting with background and motivation related to the question you
are answering. Additional details will be provided in class.

Topics are due February 20™. An outline is due April 2", This paper will be approximately 2,000 words
in length (double spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font). If you are enrolled in 404W or 504, the
length is doubled. I will want to see at least 6-8 citations and you are welcome to use figures from the
references, as long as you cite them properly.

-Grading policy: Standard ranges for grades will used to start. These thresholds may be lowered if
needed but they will not be raised.

Percentage | Grade
Score
93-100 A
90-92 A-
87-89 B+
83-86 B
80-82 B-
77-79 C+
73-76 C
70-72 C-
67-69 D+
60-66 D
<60 F
Honor Code:

The College of William & Mary has had an honor code since at least 1779. Academic integrity is at the
heart of the university, and we all are responsible for upholding the ideals of honor and integrity. The
student-led honor system is responsible for resolving any suspected violations of the Honor Code, and |
will report all suspected instances of academic dishonesty to the honor system. The Student

Handbook ( ) includes your responsibilities as a student and the full
Code. Your full participation and observance of the Honor Code is expected. To read the Honor Code,
see

Accessibility:

William & Mary accommodates students with disabilities in accordance with federal laws and university
policy. Any student who feels they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a learning,
psychiatric, physical, or chronic health diagnosis should contact Student Accessibility Services staff at
757-221-2512 or at sas@wm.edu to determine if accommodations are warranted and to obtain an official
letter of accommodation. For more information, please see www.wm.edu/sas.


http://www.wm.edu/studenthandbook
https://www.wm.edu/offices/deanofstudents/services/communityvalues/facultyresources/otherinstitutions/index.php#www.wm.edu/honor

