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JAMES MONROE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM APPLICATION 2010 
Turn in the original plus one copy to the Charles Center by noon on Wednesday, November 3. 

Please type directly onto the form. 
 
Intended Major(s): Government and Philosophy     Intended Minor: N/A 
 
Title of proposed Monroe project: 
 The Truth of Beauty: A Study of Conventional, Psychological, and Philosophical Conceptions of Beauty 
 
The following information should be single-spaced.  Type directly onto the form and please delete extra white 
space before you email it to your Project Advisor. 
 
1. Title of project  
“The Truth of Beauty: A Study of Conventional, Psychological, and Philosophical Conceptions of Beauty” 
 
2. What do you propose to do / what question are you hoping to answer?   
My project aims to study modern conceptions of beauty from the philosophical, psychological, and western 
conventional perspectives. By “western conventional,” I mean general ideas about beauty in present American 
culture. I hope to identify and in part account for the differences in beauty concepts between perspectives. I 
would like to outline an extensive literature review on the subject of beauty in both philosophical and 
experimental aesthetics—the synthesis of philosophy and cognitive psychology. I will then construct a survey to 
inquire of the general public the layman conceptions of beauty. I will also interview experts on the new field of 
experimental aesthetics. I will then analyze the results of the survey in contrast with the maxims presented in 
the literature review. I hope to explore the validity of experimental aesthetics, find where theories of beauty 
deviate between perspectives, and account for the differences. From this analysis, a future project in 
experimental aesthetics will likely take shape. 
 
3. Why do you want to do this research / what are your goals in undertaking the project?  Why is this project 
the best way of achieving these goals?  How will this research help further your academic / intellectual 
development?  Why is this project exciting or unique?   
The questions of beauty—what it is, how it is, and its source—are of the oldest and most fundamental questions 
in philosophy. From ancient Greek philosophy, to modern philosophy, there have been no conclusive answers 
on the nature of beauty. While this project is not so bold as to attempt to answer these questions, it will draw 
from new camps in philosophy and psychology to shed light on beauty. Recently, empirical philosophy, the 
fusion of psychobiology and philosophy, has emerged on the academic scene. A brand new subset of this 
perspective, empirical aesthetics, remains largely unexplored. As a student of philosophy, I find the idea of new 
exploration fascinating—particularly in a field rooted in history. Philosophy is beginning to look more seriously 
at partnership with the natural sciences. Any occasion to further this goal easily translates to an exciting 
academic opportunity for me to explore. 
 
What’s more, other fields and non-academics often doubt the real-life relevance of philosophical work. The 
growing incorporation of the natural sciences into philosophical inquiries represents an opportunity to bring 
more external merit to philosophy. I do not come from an apologist’s position. I firmly believe in the 
importance of philosophical inquiry. However, the chance to expand the knowledge base in philosophy while 
simultaneously bringing an element of scientific validation to a study is both rare and valuable work. I am 
excited to offer a project that will do just that. 
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4. What coursework or other experience have you had that is relevant to this proposal? 
-Elementary Probability and Statistics 
-Research Methods 
-Aesthetics 
-Wrote a political research paper with Stanford University Professor Mark Mancall correctly predicting the 
outcome of the 2008 general election in Pennsylvania’s Sixth Congressional District. 
-Current Chief Copy Editor of the Monitor: Journal of International Studies 
 
5. Discuss your methodology – how will you carry out your work?   Where do you propose to conduct the 
research and why is it necessary to be there?  Describe the timeline, making sure that the project lasts a 
minimum of seven weeks.  Give detailed information on your final product, which must be an academic paper 
written in accordance with the standards, expectations and format of the appropriate discipline.   
It is likely that the project will span over more than seven weeks. The first few weeks will be dedicated to 
locating, gathering, reading, and organizing the appropriate literature in philosophy and psychology. I will 
conduct, and have already begun conducting, extensive searches of Swem Library’s databases to locate 
available sources in exploratory research. As much of the work for the project is research based, and the survey 
will not demand any particular sample, I likely will not need to travel for the project. Perhaps in meeting with 
experts for interviews small trips will be necessary. However, Skype may be sufficient. The preliminary round 
of research, coupled with consultations with philosophy and psychology professors at William and Mary and 
other universities, will more clearly illuminate the direction of my research. Articles and books by Berlyne, 
Sosa, Cupchik, and Etcoff have already proved instrumental to initial research efforts. I have contacted the 
psychology department and intend to work with a professor familiar with the experiments in cognitive 
psychology on visual perception and pain-pleasure reactions. I plan to work with Professor Timothy 
Costelloe—who is currently writing a history of aesthetics— as a resource in locating the appropriate reading 
materials on traditional philosophical theories of beauty. I am in contact with University of Maryland Professor 
Emeritus John Brown on philosophical research on beauty and the implications of Empirical Aesthetics in the 
field. I anticipate a valuable correspondence with Professor Brown. Additionally, he will likely serve as the 
subject of an expert interview and a reference for other experts. 
 
The second stage of the project, lasting roughly two weeks will be spent writing the literature review portion of 
the final paper. This portion of the paper will outline the major schools of aesthetic thought in traditional 
philosophy and psychology. It will then evaluate the emergence of empirical aesthetics.  
 
The third stage of the project involves collecting survey data and conducting expert interviews. Based on the 
findings of my exploratory research on philosophical maxims, psychological theories, and the contributions of 
Empirical Aesthetics, I will design a survey to assess the layman’s conception of beauty. I will work with 
professors in the philosophy, psychology, and government departments to choose and word questions 
appropriately. The majority of the $3000 research stipend will likely go to the administration and collection of 
the survey data. It is difficult to say how long the survey collection process will last. 
 
The fourth stage of the project, lasting roughly two weeks, will be the written analysis portion of my final paper. 
In the first part of the analysis, I will review and explain the results of my surveys and interviews. I will 
compare the answers to the accounts of beauty in philosophy, psychology, and empirical aesthetics. The final 
component of the paper is the analysis of the potential impact of empirical aesthetics on theories of beauty. I 
will likely suggest future research in empirical aesthetics based on where the present data is lacking.  
 
My final paper will outline the main preexisting theories of beauty in philosophy and psychology. It will also 
present the findings of interviews among experts and surveys among laymen to further clarify contemporary 
conceptions of beauty. The paper will analyze the existing literature and data from the new field of empirical 
aesthetics, assessing its validity and potential in understanding beauty.  
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6.  Protection of Human Subjects. This is from Professor Michael Deschenes, Chair of the Protection of Human 
Subjects Committee (PHSC):  “Any time data is collected from living humans (regardless of techniques used) it 
is considered research and MUST come to Protection of Human Subjects Committee for review.  Since Monroe 
Scholars must present their findings afterward, everything they do in cases where info is collected from living 
humans must be submitted for review. The real key is for them to get their project advisors to work with them as 
they do this (they should since this is vital part of research process) and to go online to see the proposal form 
(just answer the questions posed with each section) and look over the properly constructed informed consent 
document.” 
You can access the PHSC forms through my.wm.edu   If you have any questions about the PHSC process, 
please contact Prof. Deschenes at mrdesc@wm.edu 
Does this project require approval by the Protection of Human Subjects Committee (PHSC)?  If yes, describe 
where you stand in the approval process.   
 
This project will implement surveys and interviews in the methodology. Therefore, the project will require 
PHSC approval. I have begun an application form through Protocol and Compliance Management and will 
complete the form after working with Professor Costelloe and establishing survey methodology more 
specifically. 
 
7. Will this project lead to further work, such as an Honors project or independent study during the academic 
year? 
 
It is very possible that this project will lead to further work in the Philosophy Department either as an 
independent study or Honors project. I am passionate about the philosophical inquiry of beauty. As stated 
above, my proposed exploratory and analytic paper will provide a picture of where empirical aesthetics is 
headed. In turn, with the next step in empirical aesthetics made clear, I will likely take an interest in the new 
research. If, following the completion of the project, I pursue the philosophical research and psychological 
studies necessary in empirical aesthetics, the resulting work would likely parlay into either an independent study 
or Honors project. 
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Activities and Leadership: 

High School (abridged); Hours estimated 

• Editor-in-Chief, The Blazer: School Newspaper                                                                     (2006-2009; 

Editor 2007-2009); 3hr week 

• Captain, Trivia Academic Challenge Team                                                                  (2007-2008; Captain 

2008-2009); 2hr week 

• President, Concert and Select Choir                                                                                 (2005-2009; 

President 2007-2009) 6hr week 

• Drug Abuse Resistance Program (DARE) Role Model for Middle School Students  (2007-2009); 

biannual seminars 

• Secretary, Daniel Boone High School branch of the National Honor Society            (2007-2009; 

Secretary 2008-2009); 1hr per week 

• Anchor, Daniel Boone Television                                                                                  (2006-2009); 4hr 

per week 

• Secretary, Drama Club                                                                                                 (2007-2009; 

Secretary 2008-2009); 1hr per week 

• Contributing Writer, The News of Southern Berks                                                                    (2007-

2009); occasional columns 

• Actor, High School Play and Musical                                                                                       (2006-

2009); 15hr week 

Activities and Leadership: 

College of William and Mary 

• Cadet, William and Mary Army Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC)                                                    

(Fall 2009); 8hr week 

• Dupont Hall Council                                                                                                                                       

(2009-2010); 1hr week 

• Writer and Reviewer, Jump! Literary Magazine                                                                                     

(2009-Present); 2hr week 
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• Chief Copy Editor, Monitor: Journal of International Studies                                                               

(2009-Present); 3hr week 

• Co-Founder, Autobiographical Literary Magazine                                                                                         

(2010-Present); 2hr week 

Essay: 

 It is one thing to begin college with a few abstract goals. It is another thing entirely to begin moving 
toward concrete objectives on a measured path. Having now spent over a year at the College of William and 
Mary, my concrete objectives are beginning to take shape. I am excited to improve myself, my college, and my 
peers through the realization of these goals in academics, extracurricular activities, and the Monroe Scholar 
program.   

 How I spend my time outside of classes is the best measure of my present and potential impact at the 
college. To this point, my most significant contributions have been to the government department and the 
creative arts on campus. I have worked with Jump! literary magazine since my first semester freshman year. By 
writing and reviewing undergraduate poetry, prose, and photography, I am able to shape and contribute to the 
larger creative community on campus. I plan on expanding my role at Jump! in the editorial process by working 
closely with the present co-editors-in-chief and stepping up when they graduate at the end of the year.   

 Furthermore, I am co-founding and serving as co-editor-in-chief for a new autobiographical, creative 
non-fiction literary magazine. The magazine will provide an otherwise absent outlet for entirely anonymous, 
self-reflective student work. It will serve as a new medium for an otherwise largely untapped portion of the 
William and Mary creative community. Along the same vein, coupled with the magazine, I am co-founding a 
writing club built around spontaneous written expression in response to a prompt. The club, like the magazine, 
will provide a safe but candid forum to unify creative writers. Both the club and magazine are being launched in 
the coming spring semester. 

 My contributions in the government department have predominantly come through The Monitor: Journal 
of International Studies. After working as an assistant copy editor my freshman year, I am now the chief copy 
editor. I have been lucky enough to work on the raw transcripts from interviews of renowned figures in 
international relations. I have an important role in the editorial process of both the interviews, and the biannual 
finished journal of undergraduate research. I am also excited to share my internship experiences with my peers. 
This past summer I taught eighth grade English to underserved youths in Pittsburgh. This coming summer I will 
intern with Senator John Kerry. I want to provide insight and connections to other William and Mary students. 

 The Monroe Scholar research project promises to bring balance to my campus contributions. My project 
will be conducted in the philosophy department. I am thrilled to contribute to the body of knowledge in 
Aesthetics. I will be applying government research methods in surveys to my research in philosophy and 
psychology. I look forward to expanding my role in the creative arts, government department, and, through 
Monroe, the world of aesthetics and philosophy. 

 


