Comprehensive Exam Questions
Linguistics and Biological Anthropology

(Choose Two)

1.Discuss the ways in which anthropological theory has been influenced by theories of language, semiotics and discourse. Use specific examples.

2. How does the study of language draw attention to practice or classificatory systems.

3. Discuss the influences of physical anthropology on the study of the African Diaspora.  The discussion should include racial, evolutionary, biocultural, forensic, and bioarchaeological studies and perspectives of the 19th and 20th centuries. What have been the relationships between these bioanthropological emphases and those of African 
Americans? 

4. Discuss paleopathology as it is used in bioarchaeological research.  How are paleodemographic and paleoepidemiologic profiles of an archaeological population constructed?  What are the methodological limits and strengths of the  assessment of age, sex, and population  affiliation   (consider the broadest range of indicators)?  How have the Standards for Data Collection from Human Skeletal Remains (1994) improved data recovery and analysis over past approaches?  What problems and advantages do statistical approaches to bioarchaeology have for understanding social, cultural, and economic conditions of past communities?    
     
5. In what ways can biocultural studies of hominids (from about 6 million to 10,000 years ago) inform our understanding of modern human behavior? Please understand "behavior" to include everything from subsistence to aspects of technology, language, and culture. What are the limits to using prehistoric behavior to understand present-day behavior?  

6. Throughout your professional life, you will likely hear claims such as these two: "Studies of the African apes show clearly that human violence has a strong genetic basis" and "Language is an instinct unique to humans, and evolved only 50,000 years ago." How might an understanding of  primate studies, and of biocultural theory, inform a reply to these claims?

Cultural anthropology/Theory

(Choose Two)
1.What are the theoretical issues raised in comparing the work of historians and anthropologists? In particular, address the issue of process, structure, and the ways in which anthropologists recognize their subjects. Give specific examples.

2. Discuss the “subaltern” voice in anthropology, its history and significance. Give specific 
examples.
3. Write an overview of the major contributions to anthropological theory during the second half of the twentieth century, focusing on changing perspectives in the discipline.

 

4. Discuss how ethnographies of the first half of the twentieth century prefigured the newer styles of "writing culture" that developed in the second half. Use specific examples.

 

5. Discuss the role of "native voices" in twentieth-century anthropology and how it has changed through time (if indeed it has).

 6. Describe how anthropological approaches to cultural ownership have changed over the past several decades, citing both the implications for museums and the contributions of specific scholars.

 

7. How has the discipline of anthropology evolved, in its theoretical orientation, in response to the independence of former colonies in Africa and Oceania?

 

Historical Archaeology/Archaeological Theory
(Choose Two)
1. Discuss how paradigm shifts have shaped the field of anthropological archaeology over the course of the past 50 years, and how these shifts have impacted historical archaeology specifically.

2.  How have changes in anthropological concepts of culture influenced the practice of archaeology in the 20th and 21st centuries?

3. The concept of identity has played a prominent role in historical archaeology over the past 20 years.  Discuss this role, including the place of social categories such as race, class, gender, ethnicity, etc. 

4.  What is practice theory?  Why has it been so influential in archaeology?  How has it been utilized in historical archaeology?  What do you think is the future potential of this concept?

5.   How does archaeology illuminate the study of colonialism?  What role has archaeology played in the construction of colonized “Others”?
